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Introduction

As an enduring and rational miracle, the Holy Quran possesses a verbal structure that, although situated within
the temporal horizons of the period of revelation, retains a transhistorical capacity for meaning-making. This sacred
text was revealed within history yet transcends it; understanding its universal teachings therefore requires movement
through three interrelated layers of historical, cultural, and universal understanding. Many exegetes, however, have
lacked access to the lifeworld of the Arabs at the time of revelation. As the cultural elements of that period have
disappeared from present-day life, readers and exegetes may encounter semantic discontinuity and a sense of textual
unfamiliarity. Among the most important of these elements are clothing and dress, which constituted not merely a
biological necessity but also part of the semiotic and discursive system of desert societies. Adopting a cultural -
anthropological approach, the present study closely reexamines the discourse of clothing and its various functions in
the Quran. It aims to reduce exegetical disagreements and clarify how material elements are connected to

transcendent truths in the divine word.
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This study employs documentary-library research and a descriptive-analytical method. At the analytical level, it
adopts a historical-cultural anthropological approach in order to study clothing within the lifeworld of the Arabs
during the period of revelation. Cultural anthropology makes it possible to understand the material and symbolic
elements of a society not in isolation, but in relation to its structures of meaning. Accordingly, the study first examines
data concerning types of clothing, modes of dress, and their social and symbolic functions in the Arabian Peninsula. It
then analyzes Quranic verses concerning clothing, including those that describe it as a blessing, refer to its ornamental
and protective functions, or employ it metaphorically in relation to spouses and the 'garment of piety.” This method
seeks to move beyond literal translation and reach the implicit and metaphorical layers of Quranic language. Within
this framework, clothing is treated not merely as a lexical item, but as a cultural-religious concept that plays an
important role in Quranic discourse construction. The approach thus establishes a coherent relationship among the

text, the culture of the period of revelation, and the Quran's universal message.

Results and Findings

The Quran makes highly purposeful use of clothing to express a range of profound meanings. First, clothing is
presented as a divine blessing with both concealing and ornamental functions: it protects human beings from
nakedness and harm while also manifesting their beauty and dignity. This perspective elevates clothing from an
everyday object to a sign of divine mercy and providence. Anthropological analysis further shows that clothing in
Arab society took various forms, including tailored and wrapped garments. This distinction is especially important for
understanding certain Quranic metaphors. The Quran describes spouses as garments for one another, and the
metaphor signifies more than concealment; it evokes the closeness, intertwinement, security, tranquility, and intimacy
established between them. Some studies suggest that the modern image of a tailored garment cannot convey the full
semantic force of this metaphor. By contrast, the wrapped garment commonly worn at the time, because of its direct

and two-sided contact with the body, offers a more precise image of the spouses’ emotional and existential bond.
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Another major finding concerns the 'garment of piety,” one of the Quran's most distinctive discursive innovations.
Here clothing moves beyond the external level and becomes a symbol of inward and moral covering. The garment of
piety protects a person from inner ugliness, moral lapses, transgression, and polytheism; it is thus an inward covering
that also establishes norms of conduct. By connecting this concept with the story of Adam and Eve, the Quran shows
that the collapse of piety is comparable to the loss of one's inward covering. True nakedness, in other words, is the
nakedness of the soul and moral character, not merely that of the body. Clothing in the Quran is therefore more than
an instrument of concealment: it mediates a movement from the sensible to the intelligible, from body to spirit, and
from outward appearance to inward reality. The verses also demonstrate that the Quran speaks to its earliest audience
in the language of a familiar culture while elevating that local language to a universal and enduring level.

Consequently, clothing in the Quran simultaneously conveys aesthetic, ethical, social, and theological meanings.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that clothing in the Quran is a multilayered concept extending far beyond material
covering. Drawing on the lived experience of its first audience, the Quran transforms this cultural element into a
means of expressing human relationships with the self, with others, and with God. On the one hand, clothing
symbolizes protection, adornment, and dignity; on the other, metaphors such as spouses as garments for one another
and the 'garment of piety’ express the deepest dimensions of emotional and moral connection. The study's principal
conclusion is that interpretations of verses concerning clothing remain incomplete unless they take account of the
cultural and anthropological context of the period of revelation. A historical-cultural approach is therefore not simply
an auxiliary tool but an essential requirement for Quranic interpretation. By employing tangible and familiar
concepts, the Quran articulates truths that transcend time and place, thereby moving from a text revealed in history

toward a universal and enduring horizon. The study of clothing in the Quran thus shows that the language of

19



revelation is profoundly deliberate, symbolic, and attentive to human experience, and that it can establish a lasting

bridge between the culture of the period of revelation and humanity's continuing spiritual needs. ¢
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Abstract: Adopting an interpretive-critical approach within
Fairclough's three-dimensional framework of critical discourse
analysis, this study examines the role of Ado, Prophet Lot's
wife, in the Quranic discourse of civilizational decline. The
Quranic text is analyzed as a living and active discourse that
participates in shaping the ethical and social structures of
communities. The account of Lot's wife is not merely a
historical narrative; rather, it constitutes a warning discourse
concerning the identity and moral crises produced by familial
deviance and alignment with the corrupt values of the people
of Lot. The study corpus comprises verses relating to the
people of Lot, Lot's wife, and patterns of sexual and moral
deviance, classified according to their direct or indirect
relevance. These verses were examined in light of authoritative
Quranic commentaries, and the role of Lot's wife was
interpreted as a negative familial exemplar and a symbol of
discursive betrayal. The analysis proceeded at three levels:
linguistic description, thematic interpretation, and explanation
of the text's relationship to contemporary issues. The findings
indicate that Lot's wife symbolizes the influence of corrupt
social structures on the individual and the reproduction of
civilizational decline. This analytical framework identifies
identity and moral crises, together with the normalization of
deviance, as signs of civilizational decline.
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Introduction

Combining Quranic-exegetical analysis, particularly within the Shii exegetical tradition, with modern
sociological frameworks, this study examines the position of the family in relation to contemporary social, cultural,
and sexual and gender transformations. Focusing on the story of the people of Lot and, especially, Lot's wife, the
study offers a discursive rereading of the Quranic narrative and places it in critical dialogue with Giddens's
structuration theory and Merton's strain theory. Its aim is to develop a complex and balanced understanding of family
crises as phenomena shaped not only by religious and moral considerations, but also by social structures and diverse
sexual and gender identities. Through an analysis of Quranic language, the interdiscursive role of Lot's wife, and
patterns of moral and civilizational collapse, the study seeks to provide a basis for intercultural dialogue concerning

moral boundaries, individual rights, and family stability in the contemporary world.

Materials and Methods

This qualitative study employs an interpretive-critical method to examine the Quranic account of Lot's wife and
her symbolic role in contemporary familial and moral crises. Its theoretical framework is based on Norman
Fairclough's three-dimensional model of critical discourse analysis, comprising the levels of description,
interpretation, and explanation. At the descriptive level, Quranic verses concerning the people of Lot and Lot's wife,
including passages in Surahs Hud, al-Shuara, al-Hijr, al-Anbiya, and al-Tahrim, were treated as discursive texts and
subjected to linguistic and syntactic analysis. This stage identified key terms, semantic structures, identity
oppositions, and patterns of discursive action. The corpus included verses directly and indirectly related to the
subject, revealing such discursive themes as sexual deviance, the breakdown of the family institution, discursive
betrayal, and civilizational warning. At the interpretive level, the verses were examined with reference to

authoritative Shi'i and Sunni commentaries, including Al-Mizan, Al-Tafsir al-Kabir, Al-Manar, Tafsir Nemuneh,
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Tafsir Nur, Tasnim, and Fi Zilal al-Quran. This analysis sought to identify Lot's wife as a negative familial exemplar
and an intermediary of corrupt discourse in opposition to prophetic discourse and the discourse of the righteous. At
the explanatory level, the findings were placed in dialogue with modern sociological theories, including Giddens's
structuration theory and Merton's strain theory, in order to clarify the connections among individual deviance, the
reproduction of defective structures, and contemporary civilizational crises. The study's trustworthiness was
strengthened through internal validity, based on joint coding by two researchers; external validity, based on
comparison with authoritative exegetical sources; and transferability, supported by a documented and precise account

of the analytical process and its textual evidence.

Results and Findings

The Quranic story of the people of Lot is not merely a retelling of a historical event; it is a systematic
representation of the moral and civilizational collapse of a society in which the institution of the family has eroded
from within. Fairclough's three-dimensional model of description, interpretation, and explanation, together with
authoritative commentaries such as Al-Mizan, Tasnim, Fi Zilal al-Quran, Al-Manar, and Tafsir Nemuneh,
demonstrates how the Quran explains the process through which divine values decline by means of language, syntax,
and semantics. At the descriptive level, expressions such as ‘fahishah’ and 'a criminal people’ indicate that deviance
has become institutionalized in society. At the interpretive level, the story of Lot forms part of the discourse of
‘civilizational corruption,” in which prophetic discourse stands in opposition to a discourse governed by desire. Within
this framework, Lot's wife is portrayed not as an isolated figure but as an 'interdiscursive subject’ who, despite living
in a prophet's household, aligns herself with her society's corrupt discourse. The expression ‘except his wife; she was
among those who remained behind' (Hud 11:83) indicates her semantic separation from the axis of guidance. At the
explanatory level, and in light of Giddens's theory of social structuration and Merton's strain theory, the conduct of the
people of Lot exemplifies the reproduction of deviant structures. Lot's wife, as an actor situated within these
structures, contributes to their continuation by accepting the discourse of corruption. Her story therefore symbolizes
‘discursive betrayal': a betrayal rooted in the absence of shared belief and in ideological alignment with corrupt
discourse, rather than merely in individual or sexual conduct. The narrative constitutes a divine warning about crises

of moral identity in societies where cultural hegemony dissolves the boundaries of family and faith.

Conclusion

By integrating Fairclough's discourse analysis, the theories of Giddens and Merton, and analytically rich Quranic
commentaries, this study rereads the story of Lot's wife beyond traditional, primarily moralizing approaches.
Whereas earlier studies have often treated her solely as a symbol of disobedience or deviant sexuality, the present
study identifies her as an 'interdiscursive subject’ within a family crisis: a person who outwardly belongs to a sacred
institution but inwardly aligns herself with society's corrupt discourse. The findings show that betrayal signifies the
breakdown of semantic fidelity and accommodation to social hegemony, rather than merely an individual

transgression. The narrative thus presents a pattern of civilizational collapse that begins with an epistemic rupture and
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Introduction

As a driving force of human behavior, motivation plays a pivotal role in organizational success. Research shows
that intrinsically motivated employees contribute to greater productivity, innovation, and organizational loyalty. The
central challenge for managers, however, is to move beyond material rewards and create meaningful incentives that
accord with human dignity. Traditional approaches to motivation are often costly and of limited effectiveness, while
overlooking employees' psychological and spiritual needs. Sustainable motivation therefore requires a combination
of material and nonmaterial incentives. By designing motivational strategies grounded in Iranian-Islamic culture,
leaders can strengthen employees’ sense of belonging and commitment. Effective motivation also requires a holistic
view of the dimensions of human existence. Drawing on religious teachings and psychological theories, managers
should create an environment that addresses employees’ material and spiritual needs alike. Such an approach not only
improves organizational performance but also lays the foundation for sustainable human-resource development

within an Islamic value framework.

Materials and Methods

This study employed a sequential exploratory mixed-methods design (qualitative-quantitative). In the qualitative
phase, all verses of the Holy Quran were examined through cyclical process analysis, and their motivational themes
were extracted. The analytical stages comprised data collection through repeated reading of the verses, regenerative
reduction through thematic categorization, and conceptual organization. The findings were validated through expert
review and researcher self-review; credibility and dependability were also assessed. The quantitative phase used a
descriptive survey. The statistical population consisted of 9,256 managers and 80,143 employees in Fars Province.
Based on Morgan's table, 324 managers and 384 employees were selected by simple random sampling. Data were

collected using a researcher-developed 44-item Likert-scale questionnaire. Item analysis and Cronbach's alpha
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confirmed the instrument's validity and reliability. First- and second-order confirmatory factor analyses were
conducted in SPSS and AMOS. The results confirmed the significance of the factor structure and the validity of the

Quran-based motivational framework.

Results and Findings

In accordance with the mixed-methods design, the qualitative findings were first classified into three
dimensions—orientations, principles, and methods—as a basis for understanding human capital motivation. A
framework was then developed from these dimensions, and its validity was confirmed from multiple perspectives in

the quantitative phase.

Motivational orientations are the fundamental beliefs, goals, and interests associated with the motivation of
Muslim human capital. They provide the foundation, direction, and guidance for motivational action aimed at
attaining desirable states and the ultimate ends of human perfection in accordance with Islamic teachings. Because
these orientations arise from an Islamic worldview and anthropology, they differ from Western motivational
orientations. This dimension comprised divine obligation, proximity to God, divine mercy, divine justice, divine will,
divine guidance, divine assistance, divine rites, obedience to God, divine vicegerency, monotheism, faith,

resurrection, and truthfulness.

Motivational principles serve as operational guidelines for designing and applying motivational structures and
direct them in practice. In other words, they specify and guide, from various perspectives, the quality and manner of
motivational action derived from the identified orientations and methods. This dimension comprised the pursuit of
perfection, dignity, free choice, good character, striving, wisdom, security, supplication, trustworthiness,

benevolence, forgiveness, repentance, steadfastness, covenant, good deeds, patience, and self-accounting.

The term method refers to the manner in which an action is carried out; in this study, methods concern how
motivation is generated. This dimension comprised explanation, illumination, warning, praise, glad tidings,
exemplification through the presentation of role models, reliance on God, affirmation of divine unity, granting choice,
punishment, encouragement, honoring, enjoining good and forbidding evil, providing opportunities, and service.
First- and second-order confirmatory factor analyses were subsequently used to test the factor structure of the
developed human capital motivation framework. The analyses showed that the framework possessed adequate

validity and reliability.

Conclusion

This study developed a comprehensive motivational framework based on the teachings of the Holy Quran,
consisting of three dimensions: orientations, principles, and methods. Evaluation within Iran's organizational
ecosystem confirmed the framework's validity. The findings contribute to the production of Islamic humanities
knowledge in the field of motivation and can serve as a practical guide for explaining and strengthening human capital

motivation on the basis of Quranic teachings. The framework may also assist managers who seek to manage and
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develop human capital and improve work motivation through an Islamic approach suited to the Iranian-Islamic
cultural ecosystem. In addition, it can guide future research in this area and support the development of indigenous

theories of motivation.
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Introduction

Every genuinely religious person is concerned with measuring themselves against the criteria that religious sources
set forth for believers and with regulating their personal and social conduct accordingly. At the same time, individuals
and groups frequently claim to be religious even though the characteristics prescribed by religion are scarcely evident
in their conduct. These criteria must therefore first be understood correctly, after which individuals should seek to
bring their words and actions into conformity with them.

A brief survey shows that numerous Quranic verses and Islamic traditions address this issue and describe the
characteristics of religious individuals. Several writers have also sought to collect the criteria and indicators presented

under various headings in the Quran and the traditions of the infallible Imams.

Materials and Methods

Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study draws on Quranic verses, Quran-based exegeses, and Islamic
traditions to explain the true meaning of a religious person and identify that person's characteristics. A review of the
relevant literature indicates that the principle, foundation, and primary criterion of religiosity has either been
neglected or has not been examined with sufficient care and precision. The study argues that, after affirming divine

unity and accepting prophethood, the essential pillar of religiosity is the acceptance of the guardianship of God's
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divinely appointed authority and the infallible Imams. Only when this foundation is present does divine testing
acquire meaning; without it, one does not possess the qualification required to enter the sphere of divine testing and
advance in rank. Other criteria mentioned in the Quran and Islamic traditions consequently occupy a position
subsequent to this primary criterion. The article examines this criterion and its place in the religiosity of individuals

and society.

Results and Findings

1. Governance of the World through Divine Laws and Principles

Numerous verses refer to the existence of divine laws in the world and to the governance of creation according to
these principles. The Quran explicitly states that these laws are neither altered nor changed (Al-Fath 48:23; Al-
Ahzab 33:62; Al-Isra 17:77).

2. Trial and Affliction as an Inviolable Divine Law

Both the Quran and the traditions of the infallible Imams repeatedly identify trial and affliction as an inevitable divine
law in human life (Al-Ankabut 29:2; Al-Ahzab 33:11; Al-Anfal 8:28; Al Imran 3:186; Al-Anbiya 21:35; Al-Kahf
18:7).

3. Levels and Stages of Divine Testing

Divine tests have successive stages and degrees. Entry into each stage depends on successfully passing the preceding
ones; unless an earlier stage has been completed, advancement to the next is not possible.

4. Acceptance of the Imamate as a Prerequisite for Entering the Sphere of Divine Testing

The minimum level that a person must attain before entering the sphere of divine testing consists of belief in divine
unity, followed by acceptance of prophethood and the guardianship of God's messengers, and thereafter acceptance of
the imamate and guardianship of the infallible Imams.

5. The Necessity of Accepting the Guardianship of the Infallible Imams in Islamic Traditions

87



Imam al-Sadiq states: 'God, Blessed and Exalted, said: I shall surely punish every community that follows an imam
who is not appointed by God, even if that community is righteous and pious in its deeds; and I shall surely pardon
every community that follows an imam appointed by God, even if that community is sinful in its deeds’ (al-Majlisi,
1403 AH, vol. 65, p. 105). Another tradition states: 'If a man were to stand in prayer throughout the night, fast
throughout the day, give away all his wealth in charity, and perform the pilgrimage throughout his life, but did not
recognize the guardianship of God's divinely appointed authority, follow him, and perform all his deeds under his
guidance, God would owe him no reward, nor would he be among the people of faith' (al-Majlisi, 1403 AH, vol. 23,
p-294; al-Bahrani, 1995, vol. 2, p. 133).

6. The Rationale and Underlying Necessity of Accepting the Guardianship of God's Appointed Authority

The hereafter is the spiritual and suprasensible aspect of this world. For an action to acquire a good spiritual aspect
and ascend to the highest realm, it must be performed with attention to God and for the sake of drawing near to Him. If
a person does not believe in the hereafter and does not direct their attention toward God, the action will have no
spiritual aspect and will not ascend to the highest realm. An action's spiritual aspect is its higher dimension, whereas
its material aspect is its lower dimension. Unless intention, conviction, and faith impart light and purity to an action, it
cannot reach the higher spiritual realm. Only an action endowed with spirit can ascend thereto. The spirit of an action
is therefore its otherworldly and spiritual benefit.

7. The Criterion of Social Religiosity

What has been stated concerning individual religiosity also applies within the social sphere. In other words, the
criterion for assessing a society's religiosity and Islamic character is its acceptance of the guardianship of God's

divinely appointed authority.

Conclusion
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Although the Quran and Islamic traditions present various criteria of religiosity, which have also been discussed in
previous writings and studies, these criteria do not all occupy the same level. A central oversight has been the
assumption that all criteria mentioned in religious sources are equal. In fact, some are constitutive pillars, whereas
others, though obligatory, are not constitutive. Without the former, religiosity has no meaning at all.

Accordingly, the assessment of individual and social religiosity must begin with the primary criteria, and only after
their presence has been established should the remaining criteria be considered. On the basis of the Quranic verses

and traditions examined in this study, the primary criteria are belief and faith in God and His unity, faith in all divine
prophets, and faith in all the infallible Imams.

The first two criteria have already received sufficient attention; this study therefore does not reiterate them. Because
the third has been comparatively neglected, it constitutes the article's principal subject, and its various dimensions
have been explained in light of Quranic verses and Islamic traditions. The discussion shows that, where the primary
criteria—acceptance of the guardianship of God, His messengers, and the infallible Imams—are present, the absence
of some secondary criteria does not negate the religiosity of an individual or society. Conversely, in the absence of
these primary criteria, the presence of other qualities and mere adherence to other religious teachings do not make a
society religious. The guardianship of the infallible Imams, as a continuation of the guardianship of God and His
prophets, must first be accepted; only thereafter do the remaining criteria acquire meaning within the sphere of

religiosity.

Keywords
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Introduction

Surat al-Ahzab, a Medinan sura of the Holy Quran, addresses a variety of social, familial, and military issues. Verses
9-26 describe the Battle of the Confederates, or the Battle of the Trench, in the fifth year after the Hijra, one of the
most consequential crises of early Islam. In this battle, Arab tribes led by the Quraysh, in cooperation with Jewish
groups in Medina, attacked the city with a large army. Acting on Salman al-Farsi's proposal, the Muslims dug a
trench and implemented an innovative defense that demonstrated the Islamic community's strategic prudence.
Beyond recounting historical events, the verses portray psychological pressures such as collective anxiety, intense
fear, religious doubt, and cognitive dissonance, while proposing reliance on God, patience, and social cohesion as
means of overcoming them. Seeking to address the relative absence of psychological analyses of the Quran's war
verses, this study proceeds from the premise that these verses provide a comprehensive framework for managing
psychological crises. Contemporary crises, including wars and social tensions, heighten the need for such
frameworks. The study aims to identify the components of anxiety in the verses, examine religious-psychological
mechanisms, and consider their use in therapeutic interventions. Its principal questions concern the psychological
pressures represented in the Battle of the Trench and the Quranic strategies for resilience. By integrating authoritative

exegeses with psychological theories, the study seeks to develop an applied framework for mental health.
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Research Method

This qualitative study employs thematic analysis, a method well suited to extracting patterns of meaning from
religious texts and integrating them with psychological concepts. The primary data consist of verses 9-26 of Surat al-
Ahzab, classical exegeses including Al-Mizan and Tafsir Nemuneh, and psychological literature on such topics as
religious coping and posttraumatic growth. The analysis followed six stages: familiarization through repeated
reading; initial coding of key expressions such as 'fear’ and reliance on God'; the search for themes such as collective
anxiety and cognitive restructuring; review and classification of the themes; final naming of the themes as anxiety,
resilience, and collective cohesion; and reporting with Quranic examples. Triangulation was used to enhance
credibility by comparing the findings with exegetical sources and psychological theories and by obtaining peer
review from specialists in the psychology of religion. The theoretical framework centers on anxiety as a response to
threat, patience as resilience and a return to equilibrium, reliance on God as a means of reducing helplessness, and
collective cohesion as a source of group morale. Without imposing Western perspectives on the verses, this approach
examines them through concepts from modern psychology and facilitates their practical application in crisis
situations.
Findings

The thematic analysis of verses 9-26 highlights the psychological dimensions of the Battle of the Trench. Verse 9
('O you who believe, remember God's blessing upon you') depicts collective anxiety caused by the advancing armies
and offers a cognitive means of managing it by recalling divine favor in the form of the wind and unseen hosts.
Comparable to cognitive restructuring in cognitive behavioral therapy, this recollection redirects attention from the
threat toward positive resources and reinforces hope and gratitude, thereby transforming anxiety into tranquility.
Verse 10 (‘When they came upon you from above you ... and you entertained various thoughts about God') portrays

fear at its peak through bodily signs such as fixed gazes and hearts rising to the throats, generating cognitive
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dissonance between faith and doubt. The crisis nevertheless functions as an occasion for posttraumatic growth, as the
reconsideration of belief transforms fear into faithful submission.

Verses 11-12 contrast the believers' destabilization ('There the believers were tested and shaken severely’) with
the hypocrites’ complaint (‘God and His Messenger promised us nothing but delusion’), revealing the difference
between the believers' active, faith-based coping and the hypocrites’ passive denial. Influenced by a bystander effect,
the hypocrites evade responsibility and thereby intensify anxiety. Verses 13-14 portray their flight ('O people of
Yathrib, there is no place for you here’) as anxious avoidance, which produces psychological frustration rather than
solving the problem. Verse 15 represents their breach of covenant as cognitive dissonance, while verse 16
foregrounds fear of death ('Flight will never benefit you') as existential anxiety and stresses the acceptance of reality
as a means of reducing panic. Verse 17 criticizes the hypocrites illusion of control, and verse 18 presents their
obstructionism as a negative social influence. Verse 19 connects miserliness and terror (‘being miserly toward you')
with deep-rooted anxiety, while verse 20 describes anticipatory anxiety (‘They think the confederates have not
withdrawn'). By contrast, verse 21 presents the Prophet as a model for observational learning and associates the
remembrance of God with mindful awareness and reduced anxiety. Verse 22 transforms the believers' faith (‘This is
what God and His Messenger promised us’) into faith-based resilience and optimism. Verse 23 treats fidelity ('They
were true to what they pledged to God') as a basis of group cohesion, and verse 24 presents divine reward as
motivation for resistance. Finally, verses 25-26 describe the removal of the threat (God repelled the disbelievers’)
and the transfer of fear to the enemy, while strengthening solidarity and generating a psychological sense of victory.
Taken together, the verses present a structured movement from anxiety toward psychological growth.

Conclusion

The analysis of verses 9-26 of Surat al-Ahzab reveals a comprehensive framework for managing psychological

crises through strengthened faith, recollection of divine assistance, and social cohesion. Collective anxiety and

individual fear placed the Islamic community under extreme pressure during the Battle of the Trench, yet the
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believers transformed the threat into an opportunity for spiritual and psychological growth through reliance on God
and patience. Whereas the hypocrites experienced psychological collapse and division through avoidance, denial, and
duplicity, the believers maintained stability through cognitive restructuring, particularly the remembrance of divine
blessings, and by following the Prophet's example.

These patterns extend beyond their historical setting and can be applied to contemporary crises such as
psychological warfare, pandemics, and social tensions, helping to transform anxiety into courage and resilience.
Practical applications include religiously integrated psychological interventions: educational programs centered on
reliance on God to reduce helplessness, patience workshops to strengthen emotional regulation, and cohesion-
oriented group therapy for crisis-affected communities. Integrated with modern treatments such as mindfulness-
based and cognitive therapies, these teachings can provide effective tools for mental health. Future research should
compare these verses with contemporary psychological models and empirically test the effectiveness of Quran-based
interventions in real-world settings. Ultimately, the study emphasizes the central role of religious belief in reducing
stress and strengthening resilience. As a divine source, the Quran provides not only devotional guidance but also
profound psychological resources for confronting hardship. Integrating the psychology of religion with the
behavioral sciences can enrich the understanding of sacred texts and translate their teachings into practical
educational and therapeutic tools, thereby promoting collective resilience and lasting tranquility.

Keywords:

war psychology; Quran; Surat al-Ahzab; anxiety; fear; reliance on God; patience.
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Abstract: By drawing on verses of the Holy Quran in its account
of the Prophet's military campaigns, Tabari's Chronicle constructs
a historical-religious discourse that reflects the interaction of
language, ideology, and power. To analyze this interaction, the
present study combines John Searle's speech act theory with
Fairclough's critical discourse analysis. The study employs a
descriptive-analytical method, and its data comprise a selection of
Quranic verses concerning the Prophet's campaigns as cited in
Tabari's Chronicle. The findings show that assertives, as the most
frequent speech act at 47.31%, reinforce Tabari's predominantly
descriptive style, while directives (20.43%) and declarations
(15.05%) construct a discourse of the obligation of jihad and

confer religious legitimacy on jihad in the cause of Islam. From a
discourse-analytical perspective, the Quranic verses represent
jihad as a religious duty and consolidate the authority of Islam in
confrontation with its enemies. This occurs through mechanisms
such as emphasizing obedience to God and His Messenger and
foregrounding the role of angels in battle. The findings
demonstrate that Quranic citations in Tabari's Chronicle function
as a discursive instrument for reinforcing religious-political
foundations and addressing the needs of the Islamic community
in the face of challenges contemporary with the work's
composition. The study provides a framework for analyzing the
inseparable relationship between religious language and jihad in
historical texts.
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Introduction

As one of the most important works of Islamic historiography, Tabari's Chronicle draws on verses of the Holy
Quran in narrating the Prophet's military campaigns and thereby constructs a historical-religious discourse that
reflects the relationship among language, ideology, and power. Within Bal'ami's text, these verses do more than
provide religious citations: they perform discursive functions in legitimation, the redefinition of collective identity,
and the regulation of power relations. A review of previous research shows that most studies have concentrated on the
narrative, ideological, or textual features of Tabari's Chronicle and Bal'ami's translation, while overlooking the
simultaneous analysis of the linguistic functions of the Quranic verses and their discursive mechanisms. Addressing
this gap, the present study examines the language and structure of Quranic verses used in Tabari's Chronicle at the
level of speech acts and within the framework of critical discourse analysis. It seeks to demonstrate how the Quran
functions in Tabari's narrative as a meaning-producing and power-generating structure, and how lexical choices,

imperative forms, and discursive oppositions formulate and reproduce relations of power.

Research Method

This descriptive-analytical study examines Quranic verses associated with the military campaigns mentioned in
Tabari's Chronicle. Its theoretical approach combines two complementary frameworks. The first is John Searle's
speech act theory, according to which the verses are examined in five categories: assertives, directives, commissives,
declarations, and expressives. The second is Norman Fairclough's critical discourse analysis, which focuses on three

levels: text, discursive practice, and social context. The verses are analyzed in terms of syntactic structure, imperative

@ authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. Licensee University of Quranic Studies and Sciences this
article an open access article distributed under the term and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

International (CCBY 4.0) http://creativecommons.org/Licenses/by/4.0)



https://qcc.quran.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7698-7524
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1858-6439
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8311-8658
mailto:m-hassanbeigi@araku.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22034/jksl.2025.534737.1484
https://doi.org/10.22034/jksl.2025.534737.1484

Vol 7
No3

Discourse Analysis of Quranic Citations concerning the Prophet's Campaigns in Tabari's Chronicle: Speech Acts and the Reproduction of Power

2026

and prohibitive verbs, evaluative vocabulary, and argumentative logic. At the discursive level, their functions in
legitimating power, reproducing the religious-political order, and redefining identity boundaries are then examined.
The campaigns of Badr, Uhud, the Trench, Tabuk, and Banu Nadir, among other major episodes, constitute the
principal field of analysis. This theoretical combination enables a systematic understanding of the role of religious

language in organizing the social and political reality of early Islam.

Findings

The findings show that Quranic citations in Tabari's Chronicle create a discursive network aimed at consolidating
the Prophet’s authority, strengthening the cohesion of the Islamic community, and legitimating acts of jihad. At the
level of speech acts, assertives have the highest frequency, accounting for 47.31%. Verses such as "There is no blame
upon the weak' and ‘They will swear by God' describe reality, expose the conduct of the hypocrites, and portray the
states of the believers, thereby reinforcing ethical norms and drawing a boundary between 'true faith’ and 'hypocrisy.’

Through these speech acts, Tabari's historical narrative itself acquires a form of religious authority.

Directives, at approximately 20.43%, play a central role in constructing a discourse of the necessity of obedience
and steadfastness. Imperative verses such as 'Then let him fast’ and challenging formulations such as ‘Say: Then avert
death from yourselves’ move the addressee from the level of belief to that of practical action. In Tabari's Chronicle,
these verses do not merely report military events; by emphasizing the believers' duties, they also shape a model of

religious conduct.

Declarations, accounting for 15.05%, play the most prominent role in reconstructing legal and institutional
structures. Verses such as 'They ask you concerning the spoils of war' redefine the structure of power by declaring
rules governing ownership of the spoils and consolidating authority in the office of the Prophet. Other verses, such as
'If a wound has touched you ..., reinterpret military defeat, transform a crisis of legitimacy into a discursive

opportunity, and explain failure within the framework of divine testing.

From the perspective of discourse analysis, verses concerning the battles of Badr and the Trench employ terms
such as ‘confederates,’ 'sedition,” and 'hypocrisy' to create a conceptual opposition between the 'unified community of
believers' and the ‘coalition of enemies,’ thereby strengthening a discourse of resistance and solidarity. The emphasis
on divine assistance and the presence of angels also constructs a discourse of 'divine soft power’ and locates military

action within a sacred and legitimate framework of meaning. In general, the Quranic verses in Tabari's Chronicle do
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not function as passive quotations; rather, they serve as the driving force of a religious—political discourse and

organize mechanisms of legitimation and meaning-making through their representation of events.

Conclusion

The results demonstrate that Quranic citations in Tabari's Chronicle have a thoroughly discursive and power-
generating function. Combining Searle's and Fairclough's approaches reveals that the Quranic verses in the accounts
of the Prophet's campaigns are neither merely explanatory nor ornamental. As active linguistic acts, they redefine and
stabilize the social and political reality of the Prophet's era. Assertives organize moral boundaries by reinforcing
foundational beliefs; directives mobilize audiences toward obedience, jihad, and steadfastness, converting religious
values into social action; and declarations institutionalize the Prophet's political authority by establishing new legal

and semantic structures.

From a discourse-analytical perspective, the verses construct binaries such as believer/hypocrite, divine
justice/human doubt, and unity/division, thereby consolidating the collective identity of Muslims and transforming
jihad from a military act into a religious obligation. The reinterpretation of defeats and crises within the framework of
divine wisdom also helps reproduce public trust and sustain the Prophet's leadership. Accordingly, Quranic language
in Tabari's Chronicle does not merely reflect reality; it constructs reality by producing and consolidating power and
reinforcing the cohesion of the Islamic community. The study shows that discourse analysis of religious language in
historical texts can lead to a deeper understanding of the nature of power and the formation of religious—political

identity in early Islam.

Keywords:
Quranic citations; Tabari's Chronicle; speech acts; critical discourse analysis; reproduction of power; discourse of

jihad.
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