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Abstract: One of the topics in Qur’ anic sciences that has attracted the attention of many scholars in
this field is the inimitability of the Holy Qur’an. The inimitability of the Holy Qur’an has various
dimensions, including literary, rhetorical, scientific, educational, mathematical, moral, social, and
psychological aspects. In the contemporary period, the psychological dimension of the Qur’an’s
inimitability has received particular attention because of its practical significance. Psychological
inimitability refers to the selection of the best statements and teachings for guiding human beings,
taking into account the hidden and complex dimensions of the human soul and their harmony with
the human spirit. Psychological discussions have always had a direct impact on human moral
education, and there is an undeniable relationship between the two, to the extent that they play an
important role in human guidance and salvation. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study
aims to analyze the capacity of this type of inimitability in the moral education of learners. It
concludes that the Holy Qur’an, through its awareness of the dimensions of the human psyche and
the hidden aspects of the soul that had not been uncovered by human knowledge, employs a set of
psychological foundations, concepts, and principles in order to convey its guiding propositions to
learners in the most dynamic and enduring manner possible and to institutionalize sound education
within them. Moral education based on the implications of the psychological inimitability of the
Qur'an must take into account three levels: “macro-level explanation,” “extraction and
interpretation,” and “implementation.” To establish the relationship between psychological
inimitability and moral education, one may consider such axes as the soft negative method,
methodical reform, institutionalization and stabilization, the use of repetition, and psychological
consolidation. The psychological inimitability of the Qur’an has a profound relationship with the
moral education of learners and, through this relationship, paves the way for the formation of

religious culture and civilization.
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Introduction

Given the necessity of grounding the transmission of moral and educational concepts in the psychological applications of the
Holy Qur’an, and considering the need to delimit the scope of a journal article, the present library-based study employs a
descriptive-analytical approach to examine only the aspect that bears the most direct relationship to moral education and
presents a purposeful educational framework for human development. The central objective of this study is to investigate the
mechanisms through which the Qur’an exerts its psychological influence and to explain the relationship between its
psychological inimitability and the process of learners’ moral education. The study addresses the following principal questions:
How does the Qur’an employ psychological strategies to reform human behavior and promote moral excellence? How can these
characteristics provide effective models for educational systems founded upon religious instruction? Identifying the latent
capacities of the Qur’an’s psychological inimitability may open new horizons for reconstructing Islamic educational
approaches—approaches that are not merely instructional but transformative, reshaping both the psychological disposition and

moral character of learners.

Materials and Methods

This study adopts a qualitative descriptive-analytical approach to examine the relationship between the psychological
inimitability of the Holy Qur’an and its influence on the process of learners’ moral education. Research data were collected
through library research, qualitative content analysis of Qur anic verses, and a critical examination of authoritative works in
Qur’ anic exegesis, Islamic psychology, and educational sciences. In the first stage, scholarly sources—including books, peer-
reviewed articles, dissertations, and classical and contemporary Qur anic commentaries—were identified and classified using
key terms such as psychological inimitability of the Qur’an, moral education, learner, Islamic psychology, and Qur anic
educational principles. Sources directly related to the subject were then purposively selected. Subsequently, relevant Qur’ anic
verses were extracted and analyzed through qualitative content analysis, with particular attention to their psychological and
educational dimensions. Authoritative commentaries, including a- Mizdn, Tafsir-e Nemuneh, and Tafsir-e Nur, together with

the views of contemporary Muslim exegetes and scholars of Islamic psychology, served as the principal interpretive framework.
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To deepen the analysis of the Qur’an’s psychological inimitability, the perspectives of Muslim psychologists were also
compared with selected Western educational theories. Furthermore, a comparative approach was employed to examine key
moral concepts that play a central role in learners’ development in both Qur’anic discourse and psychological analysis, thereby
clarifying the Qur an’s role in shaping and strengthening these characteristics. Finally, the findings were synthesized through
logical inference and qualitative analysis in order to avoid superficial interpretations and to demonstrate the profound
relationship between the psychological dimensions of divine revelation and the process of moral education within a sound

scholarly framework.

Results and Findings

The Holy Qur’ an, through its profound knowledge of the human psyche and the hidden dimensions of the soul that remain
beyond the reach of ordinary human knowledge, employs a coherent system of psychological principles, concepts, and
foundations to communicate divine guidance to learners in the most dynamic and enduring manner possible and to establish
sound beliefs within them. This constitutes the essence of what is meant by the psychological inimitability of the Qur’an. Moral
education based on the implications of this psychological inimitability should be examined at three interrelated levels:
understanding the overarching perspective of Qur anic psychological inimitability, identifying and interpreting the relevant
Qur’ anic propositions, and investigating the practical application of these findings in moral education. From a methodological
perspective, several educational strategies emerge as particularly significant, including gentle negative reinforcement,
systematic moral correction, the internalization and stabilization of beliefs within human behavior, the purposeful use of
context-sensitive repetition throughout the educational process, and the cultivation of personal stability through strengthening
psychological resilience. More broadly, the psychological inimitability of the Qur’an occupies a central place in learners’ moral
education because it addresses the psychological structure of human beings through methods such as gradual instruction,
purposeful repetition, mental imagery, emotional stimulation, and direct appeal to the innate human disposition ( fitrah), thereby
facilitating the acceptance and internalization of moral virtues. This inimitability is manifested not only in the content of the
Qur’anic message but also in its mode of expression, guiding learners—without coercion—toward self-purification, the
strengthening of moral conscience, and the development of balanced and responsible personalities. Consequently, the Qur’an
should be understood not merely as a book of instruction but as a psychologically informed and educationally transformative

system that speaks simultaneously to both the mind and the heart, leading human beings toward moral perfection.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the psychological inimitability of the Holy Qur an is manifested not only in the profound influence of divine
discourse upon the inner being of learners but also in its enduring role in shaping their moral character. Through such methods as
direct address, purposeful repetition, psychological suspense, guidance-oriented narrative, and the arousal of both positive and
negative emotions, the Qur’an transforms individuals from within and extends this psychological transformation into the sphere
of moral and social conduct. When such an inwardly generated and transformation-oriented moral education becomes
widespread within society, it provides the foundation for a civilization grounded in monotheism, justice, human dignity, and
collective responsibility. Accordingly, the psychological inimitability of the Qur’'an may be regarded as one of the most
profound driving forces behind Islamic civilization-building, for by cultivating morally balanced and ethically responsible

individuals, it establishes the essential foundations of a Qur’anic civilization.
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Article History: Abstract: One of the miracles whose occurrence is repeatedly
Received: 2025-06-08 emphasized in the Holy Qur’an is the miracle of Prophet Salih
Revised. 2025-08-18 (‘A), in which a she-camel emerged from a mountain. The
Accepted: 2025-08-26 present study seeks to answer two principal questions: Does
Online First: 2025-11-15 the Holy Qur’an address the influence of geographical

conditions on the determination of the type of divine miracle
Keywords (the she-camel)? How can geographical factors contribute to
Holy Qur’an, the determination of a particular miracle? This research adopts
geographical setting, a grounded theory approach and employs data-driven theory
Salih’s she-camel, building to construct a theoretical model by identifying
Thamud. subsidiary categories in relation to the core category. Drawing

upon Qur anic verses and historical accounts preserved in the
works of geographers concerning this region, three major

Type of Article: categories were identified from at least sixty-one extracted

Research data units. The findings indicate that the geographical
characteristics of the region of al-Hijr were closely related to
the miracle of the she-camel. Al-Hijr was a mountainous region
whose inhabitants possessed remarkable skills in stone
carving, while camels also occupied a highly significant place
in their social and economic life. The core category, when
supported by the necessary contextual conditions, generates
important implications, including demonstrating the
transhistorical nature of the Holy Qur’an in light of scientific
progress and highlighting the possibility of employing various
scientific disciplines in the service of Qur’anic objectives.
Consequently, it clarifies the rationale behind the selection of
the miracle of the she-camel in accordance with the
geographical and human context, reveals the profound
relationship between the miracles of the prophets and the
environmental circumstances of their communities, and
further substantiates the transhistorical character of the Holy
Qur’an. Nevertheless, achieving these outcomes requires
careful planning for interdisciplinary research projects
integrating geography and Qur’anic studies.
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Introduction

The miracles of the prophets were extraordinary acts performed to verify the truthfulness of their divine missions. The
prophets maintained that a miracle is an act that no one besides God Almighty is capable of producing, and therefore it
serves as definitive evidence of the authenticity of their claim to have been commissioned by God. In the Holy
Qur’an, references to prophetic miracles are frequently accompanied—either explicitly or implicitly—by
descriptions of the places in which they occurred or by characteristics of the geographical environment associated
with them. Such references raise several important questions: Why does the Qur an not always specify the precise
location of a miracle? How does the study of place contribute to a deeper understanding of the miracle itself? What
message might such an approach convey to contemporary readers, and what previously unexplored dimensions of the
Qur an might it reveal? Considering the diversity of prophetic miracles, geographical studies may also help answer
questions such as: Why was a particular miracle manifested in a specific form? What relationship exists between the
miracle and the natural and human geography of its setting? Why did each prophet receive a miracle distinct from
those of other prophets? Addressing these questions through an interdisciplinary perspective can contribute
significantly to the development of new approaches to contemporary religious studies. Just as the identification and
analysis of the geographical characteristics of a region, within the framework of educational exegesis, can lead to a
deeper understanding of the Qur an's guidance for the moral and spiritual development of individuals and society, so

too can the study of place illuminate the rationale behind the specific form of divine miracles.
Materials and Methods

The present study employs Grounded Theory as its principal qualitative research methodology. This approach
develops theoretical models inductively from systematically collected data in order to explain broad patterns of action
and interaction. Data analysis was conducted through the three standard stages of grounded theory coding: open

coding, axial coding, and selective coding, while also taking into account contextual conditions, interactions, and
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consequences within the paradigm model. Although grounded theory commonly utilizes interviews and observations,
documentary sources may likewise serve as primary research data. Accordingly, the present study draws upon
Qur anic verses, classical and contemporary Qur’anic commentaries, historical geographical works, modern studies
concerning the region of al-Hijr and the people of Thamud, as well as geographical resources including scholarly
articles, maps, satellite imagery, and field investigations. During data collection, 223 Qur anic verses related to
geographical locations were initially identified. In addition, sixty -one verses specifically concerning al-Hijr and the
people of Thamlld were examined and coded. Owing to the limitations of article length, only a representative

selection of these verses and their corresponding analytical codes is presented.

Results and Findings

Open coding of the Qur’anic verses, together with the analysis of historical and contemporary studies, revealed
numerous direct and indirect indications of a relationship between the ecosystem of al-Hijr and the miracle of Salih’s
she-camel. Through axial coding, these findings were organized into three major analytical categories. Analysis of
the first category demonstrated that the people addressed by Prophet Salih (‘A) were the people of Thamiid and that
his principal miracle consisted of the emergence of a she-camel from a mountain. The Qur an identifies them as
Ashab al-Hijr, indicating their close association with that geographical region. The second category established
that al-Hijr was an identifiable geographical location—a town situated between the Hijaz and Greater Syria (al-
Sham). The third category showed that al-Hijr was a mountainous region whose inhabitants possessed exceptional
expertise in stone carving, as evidenced by the large number of surviving inscriptions and rock -cut monuments.
Camels occupied a central place in the social and economic life of the region, while water represented an especially
valuable resource. The findings further indicate a meaningful relationship between the miracle of the she-camel and

the form of divine punishment inflicted upon the people of Thamud.
Conclusion

The miracles of the prophets were extraordinary acts intended to demonstrate the truthfulness of their divine missions.
The findings of this study indicate that several factors influenced the particular form of prophetic miracles, among
which natural and human geographical conditions occupy a prominent place. One of the miracles repeatedly
emphasized in the Holy Qur an is the emergence of Prophet Salih’s (‘A) she-camel from the heart of a mountain.
Open coding of the Qur  anic verses, together with historical and geographical evidence, demonstrates that numerous
explicit and implicit textual indications point to a close relationship between the ecosystem of al-Hijr and this
miracle. Axial coding enabled these data to be synthesized into three principal categories. The third category, in
particular, revealed that al-Hijr was a mountainous region inhabited by a people renowned for their mastery of stone
carving, with the largest surviving body of inscriptions from that era originating there. Camels likewise held
exceptional significance within their society, while the scarcity and importance of water profoundly shaped regional

life. The central phenomenon identified in this study—the relationship between the miracle of the she-camel and the
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geographical characteristics of al-Hijr—suggests that the selection of this particular miracle corresponded closely to o "//
the environmental and cultural realities of the region, including both the symbolic importance of the camel and its o j/ A/

miraculous emergence from solid rock. More broadly, this core finding contributes to a deeper appreciation of the

>
o |

hidden dimensions of the Qur anic text and provides further evidence for its transhistorical nature. As scientific
knowledge advances, including in fields such as geography, additional dimensions of the Qur’an’s precision and
miraculous character continue to emerge, demonstrating the enduring relevance and profound depth of divine

revelation.
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Introduction

One of the most challenging issues in Qur’anic exegesis concerns the interpretation of verses that
apparently attribute corporeal characteristics to God. The expression “On the Day when the sdaq shall be
uncovered” (Q. 68:42) is among the most debated examples, as its literal wording may suggest
anthropomorphism, whereas the fundamental Islamic doctrine of divine transcendence (fanzih) and the
Qur’anic rejection of any likeness between God and creation have led exegetes to seek alternative
interpretations. This apparent tension between the literal wording of the verse and established theol ogical
principles has given rise to a wide range of, and sometimes conflicting, exegetical views throughout the
history of Qur anic interpretation. Examining the meaning of sag not only clarifies the ways in which
exegetes have approached ambiguous (mutashabih) verses but also contributes to mgjor theological
discussions, particularly the rejection of anthropomorphism (tajsim). Furthermore, tracing the semantic
evolution of this expression offers valuable insight into the influence of intellectual, theological, and socio-
historical contexts on exegetical methodology. Focusing on the classical period (first to sixth centuries
A.H.) and the contemporary period (fourteenth and fifteenth centuries A.H.), the present study seeks to
answer the following questions: What were the principa interpretations of sag in each period? Which
factors contributed to the emergence of new interpretations? Can the historical development of these
meanings be model ed through statistical analysis?

Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to investigate the historica development of the
interpretation of the Qur’anic expression “yukshafu ‘an sdq” in the exegetical tradition. Research data
were collected through library research and consist of a representative corpus of both Sunni and Shi‘i
Qur’anic commentaries from two major historical periods: the classical era (first to sixth centuries A.H.)
and the contemporary era (fourteenth and fifteenth centuries A.H.). All selected commentaries address the
verse either directly or indirectly. After data collection, the exegetical opinions were extracted, classified,
and compared in order to identify common interpretive patterns as well as significant differences. To
illustrate the historical evolution of the interpretations more clearly, the data were organized into tables and
graphical representations. The interpretations were classified into four principal categories: literalist
interpretation, eschatological alegorical interpretation, esoteric interpretation, and anthropocentric
interpretation. To examine quantitative changes over time, the non-parametric Mann-Kendall test was
employed. Based on the chronological distribution of exegetes according to their dates of death, the test
calculated the frequency and relative proportion of each interpretive approach across different historical
periods and evaluated the existence or absence of statistically significant trends. Since the Mann—Kendall

@ authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. Licensee University of Quranic Studies and Sciences this
article an open access article distributed under the term and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
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test is designed only to detect statistical trends rather than explain their causes, the quantitative analysis
was complemented by qualitative historical and textual analyses to identify the principal factors
contributing to semantic change. Statistical analyseswere conducted using XL STAT 2019, which provides
appropriate tools for non-parametric statistical analysis. The integration of qualitative and quantitative
methods thus enabled a more comprehensive understanding of the historical evolution of the meaning of
saq.

Results and Findings

The findings indicate that during the classical period the interpretation of sag was predominantly
characterized by allegorical and rational approaches. The interpretation of sag as “hardship” or “a
moment of great severity” was by far the most frequent, appearing in thirty-seven instances, reflecting the
dominance of non-literal theological interpretations. In contrast, only five exegetes maintained the literal
meaning of saq, demonstrating that literalist tendencies represented a minority position. A comparison
between Sunni and Shi‘i exegetes further reveals that Sunni scholars generally favored either literalist or
conventional allegorical interpretations, whereas Shi‘i commentators, alongside the dominant interpretation
of “hardship and great severity” (eight instances), occasionally proposed distinctive interpretations such as
“the coming of the Hereafter” or “the caliphate of Imam “Al1 (‘A).” Overall, the exegetical tradition of the
classical period was characterized by the predominance of established theological interpretations with
relatively limited semantic diversity.

The contemporary period, while preserving the predominance of the interpretation “hardship and great
severity” (forty-threeinstances), demonstrates a noticeably broader semantic spectrum. New interpretations
emerged, including “origin and ultimate reality” (Six instances), “divine light” (three instances), and
even interpretations such as “the testimony of the human leg.” This increasing diversity reflects the
growing influence of modern intellectua currents, the human sciences, and contemporary theological
thought upon Qur’anic interpretation. Comparative analysis indicates that contemporary Shi‘i exegetes
display a stronger inclination toward innovative philosophical and mystical interpretations than their Sunni
counterparts, particularly in interpretations such as “divine light” and “the leg of the Throne,” whereas
Sunni exegetes generally remain more closely attached to traditional interpretations.

The results of the Mann-Kendall test indicate that neither the classical nor the contemporary period
exhibits a statistically significant trend in the evolution of the interpretations. Kendall’s tau was calculated
as—0.041 for the classical period and +0.083 for the contemporary period, both values being close to zero,
while the corresponding p-values exceeded the threshold for statistical significance. These findings
suggest that changes in interpretation were driven primarily by historical, theological, and socia factors
rather than by a consistent linear trend. Nevertheless, a slight tendency toward more innovative
interpretations can be observed in the contemporary period. Overall, the results demonstrate the continued
predominance of the interpretation “hardship and great severity,” accompanied by increasing semantic
diversity and the emergence of more innovative allegorical interpretationsin recent centuries.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that exegetical methodology has been the principal factor shaping the various
interpretations of saq. During the classical period, literalist interpretations grounded in transmitted reports
and linguistic analysis coexisted with influential rational allegorical interpretations, particularly the
understanding of sag as “hardship” or “a moment of great severity.” In the contemporary period, while
many traditional interpretations continued to be maintained, new meanings such as “origin and ultimate
reality,” “divine light,” and “the testimony of the human leg” emerged, reflecting broader developments in
philosophy, theology, and contemporary intellectual discourse.

Frequency analysis confirms that the interpretation “hardship and great severity” remains the dominant
understanding throughout both historical periods. Nevertheless, contemporary exegesis displays
considerably greater semantic diversity, with Shi‘i exegetes showing a stronger tendency toward
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theological and esoteric interpretations, whereas Sunni exegetes generally adhere more closely to
established traditional meanings. The Mann—Kendall test did not reveal any statistically significant trend
(p-value > 0.05), indicating that exegetical developments have been shaped primarily by historical, social,
theological, and discursive factors rather than by a uniform quantitative progressionK eywords: historical
evolution, Saq Allah, classical exegetes, contemporary exegetes, Mann—Kendal| test.

Keywords: historical evolution, Saq Allah, classical exegetes, contemporary exegetes, Mann—Kendall test.

Ethical Considerations

Compliance with resear ch ethics. The authors observed the ethical principlesin conducting and
publishing this scholarly research, and thisis confirmed by al of them.

Conflict of interest

The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest.

Funding statement

The authors declare that no funds, grants, or other support were received during the preparation of
this manuscript.

a0



Refrences

The Holy Qur’an.

Ibn AbT Hatim, ‘A. ibn M. (1998). Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim. Maktabat Nizar Mustafa al-Baz. [In Arabic]
Ibn al-Jawzi, ‘A. ibn ‘A. (2004). Tadhkirat al-Arib fi Tafsir al-Gharib. Dar al-Kutub al-‘Iimiyyah. [In Arabic]
Ibn Hammdsh, M. (2008). al-Hidayah ila Buligh al-Nihdyah. University of Sharjah. [In Arabic]

Ibn ‘Ashir, M. al-Tahir. (1999). Tafsir al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir. Mu’assasat al-Tarikh al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]
Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘A. (1992). Gharib al-Qur’an fT Shi‘'r al-‘Arab. Mu’assasat al-Kutub al-Thagafiyyah. [In Arabic]

Ibn ‘Atiyyah, ‘A. ibn Gh. (2001). al-Muharrar al-Wajiz fi Tafsir al-Kitab al-‘Aziz. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah.
[In Arabic]

Ibn Manzir, M. ibn M. (1993). Lisan al-‘Arab. Dar Sadir. [In Arabic]

Abu al-Futuh Razi, H. ibn A. (1987). Rawd al-Jindn wa Rih al-Jinan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. Astan Quds Razavi.
[In Persian]

Abdi Dharr al-Qalamini, ‘A. al-M. ibn H. (2009). Madha Ta'rif ‘an Allah? Maktabat al-Safa. [In Arabic]
al-Azhari, M. ibn A. (n.d.). Tahdhib al-Lughah. Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]

al-Bukhari, M. ibn I. (2001). Sahih al-Bukhdri. Dar Tawq al-Najah. [In Arabic]

Boroujerdi, M. I. (1987). Comprehensive Commentary. Sadr Library. [In Persian]

al-Baghawi, H. ibn M. (1999). Tafsir al-Baghawi. Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabl. [In Arabic]

Paktchi, A. (2010). The History of Qur’anic Exegesis. Student Scientific Association of Theology, Imam
Sadiq University. [In Persian]

al-Taftazani, S. al-D. (1988). Sharh al-Magqasid. Sharif Radi. [In Arabic]

al-Jaza’ir, A. B. J. (1995). Aysar al-Tafasir li-Kalam al-"All al-Kabir. Maktabat al-‘UlGim wa al-Hikam. [In
Arabic]

Hairi Tehrani, A. (1959). Mugtaniyat al-Durar. Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah. [In Persian]
Hijazi, M. M. (1992). al-Tafsir al-Wadih. Dar al-Jil. [In Arabic]
Hosseini Hamedani, M. (1983). Radiant Lights in the Exegesis of the Qur’an. Lotfi. [In Persian]

al-Dumayji, Kh. ibn ‘A. (2010). Ayat al-‘Aqgidah allati Qad Yiahim Zahiruhd al-Ta‘arud. Dar al-Fadilah. [In
Arabic]

al-Dhahabt, M. H. (n.d.). al-Tafsir wa al-Mufassiriin. Maktabat Wahbah. [In Arabic]
Rida, M. R. (1993). Tafsir al-Mandar. Dar al-Ma'rifah. [In Arabic]

Rezaei Isfahani, M. A. (2008). Mehr Qur’anic Commentary. Research Center for Qur’anic Exegesis and
Qur’anic Sciences. [In Persian]

al-Zabidi, M. (1993). Taj al-‘Ards. Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]

45

=
]
o
=
=
=4
@R
=
4t
<>
R
<
-
=
]
E
o
=
]
=
=
]
<
=
]
-]
=
5]
L]
=
=
N
o
=
<
=
=]
=
n
]
=
E




Vol 7
No2

2026

al-Zubaydt, M. N. (2007). al-Taysir fi al-Tafsir li-I-Qur’dn bi-Riwdyat Ahl al-Bayt. Dar al-Mahajjah al-Bayda’.
[In Arabic]

al-Zuhayli, W. (1990). al-Tafsir al-Munir fi al-‘Agidah wa al-Shari‘ah wa al-Manhaj. Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]

al-Zamakhshart, M. ibn ‘U. (1986). al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa’iq Ghawamid al-Tanzil wa ‘Uyiin al-Aqawil fT
Wujdh al-Ta’wil. Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]

Subhani, J. (n.d.). Usdl al-Hadith wa Ahkamubh fT ‘llm al-Dirdyah. Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabr. [In Arabic]

al-Saqqaf, ‘A. ibn ‘A. (2005). Sifat Allah ‘Azza wa Jalla al-Waridah fi al-Kitab wa al-Sunnah. Dar al-Hijrah.
[In Arabic]

al-Samargandi, N. ibn M. (1995). Tafsir al-Samargandi. Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]
Shah Abdolazimi, H. (1984). Tafsir-e Ithna ‘Ashari. Miqat. [In Persian]
al-Sharif al-Radi, M. ibn H. (1985). Talkhis al-Bayan fi Majazat al-Qur’dn. Dar al-Adwa’. [In Arabic]

Shamkhi, M. (2012). Literalist Schools in Qur’anic Exegesis. Linguistic Researches in the Qur’an, 1(1), 95—
116. https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24233889.1391.1.1.6.3 [In Persian]

Shamsoddini Motlagh, K., Badashti, A., & Soltani, M. (2019). An Analysis of the Implications and
Consequences of the Salafi View in the Semantics of Predicative Attributes. Journal of Islamic
Denominations, 12, 56—74. [In Persian]

al-Sabani, M. ‘A. (2000). Safwat al-Tafasir. Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]

Sadeqi Tehrani, M. (1998). al-Balagh fi Tafsir al-Qur’an bi-I-Qur’an. Maktabat Muhammad al-Sadiqr al-
Tihrant. [In Arabic]

Safi, M. (1997). al-Jadwal fi I'rab al-Qur’an wa Sarfih wa Baydnih ma‘a Fawa’id Nahwiyyah Hommah. Dar
al-Rashid. [In Arabic]

Siddig Hasan Khan, M. S. (1999). Fath al-Bayan fi Maqasid al-Qur’an. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah. [In Arabic]
al-San‘ani, ‘A. ibn H. (1990). Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Aziz. Dar al-Ma‘rifah. [In Arabic]

Tabataba’l, M. H. (1970). al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. Mu’assasat al-A‘lam1 lil-Matb{‘at. [In Arabic]
al-Tabari, M. ibn Jarir. (1991). Jami‘ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’dn. Dar al-Ma‘rifah. [In Arabic]
al-Tantawi, M. S. (1997). al-Tafsir al-Wasit lil-Qur’an al-Karim. Nahdat Misr. [In Arabic]

al-Tasi, M. ibn al-Hasan. (n.d.). al-Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arab. [In Arabic]
Tayyeb, A. (1990). Atyab al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. Islam Publications. [In Persian]

Ameli, I. (1981). Tafsir-e Ameli. Sadliq Bookstore. [In Persian]

al-Farra’, Y. ibn Z. (1980). Ma‘ani al-Qur’an. Egyptian General Book Organization. [In Arabic]
al-FirGzabadt, M. ibn Ya“qub. (2005). al-Qamds al-Muhit. Mu’assasat al-Risalah. [In Arabic]
al-Qasimi, J. al-Din. (1997). Mahasin al-Ta’wil. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah. [In Arabic]

Qorashi Bonabi, A. A. (1996). Tafsir-e Ahsan al-Hadith. Bi‘that Foundation. [In Persian]

av


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24233889.1391.1.1.6.3

al-Qushayri, ‘A. ibn H. (2000). Lata’if al-Isharat. Egyptian General Book Organization. [In Arabic]
Qomi, A. ibn I. (1984). Tafsir-e Qomi. Dar al-Kitab. [In Persian]

al-Maturidi, M. ibn M. (2005). Ta’'wilat Ahl al-Sunnah. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah. [In Arabic]
Mardini, F. (2009). al-Tafsir wa al-Mufassiriin. Bayt al-Hikmah. [In Arabic]

al-Mawardr, ‘A. ibn M. (n.d.). al-Nukat wa al-"Uyiin. Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah. [In Arabic]

al-Mubhtasib, ‘A. al-M. ‘A. (1982). Ittijahat al-Tafsir fi al-‘Asr al-Rahin. Maktabat al-Nahdah al-Islamiyyah.
[In Arabic]

Mohammadi Sheikhi, Q., & Fereydounpour, T. (2018). Examining the Effectiveness of the Principles of
Transcendent Philosophy in Explaining the Predicative Divine Attributes. Modern Religious Thought,
48, 77-95. [In Persian]

al-Mudarrist, M. T. (1998). Min Hudd al-Qur’an. Dar Muhibbr al-Husayn. [In Arabic]

Mustafa, I., Zayyat, A., ‘Abd al-Qadir, H., & al-Najjar, M. (1989). al-Mu jam al-Wasit. Dar al-Da‘wah. [In
Arabic]

Ma‘rifat, M. H. (2000). Exegesis and Exegetes. Al-Tamhid Cultural Institute. [In Persian]

Mughniyah, M. J. (2003). Tafsir al-Kashif. Dar al-Kitab al-Islam. [In Arabic]

Mugatil ibn Sulayman. (2002). Tafsir Mugqatil ibn Sulayman. Dar |hya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]
Makarem Shirazi, N. (1993). Tafsir-e Nemuneh. Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah. [In Persian]

Maybodi, A. al-F. R. al-D. (1993). Kashf al-Asrar wa ‘Uddat al-Abrar. Amir Kabir. [In Persian]
al-Maydani, A. al-R. H. (1982). Ma‘arij al-Tafakkur wa Daqé’iq al-Tadabbur. Dar al-Qalam. [In Arabic]

al-Nawawi, M. (1997). Marah Labid li-Kashf Ma‘na al-Qur’an al-Majid. Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyyah. [In
Arabic]

Nahavandi, M. (2007). Nafahat al-Rahman fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. Mu’assasat al-Bi‘thah. [In Persian]
Muslim al-Naysabri. (n.d.). Sahih Muslim. Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]
Hawwari, H. ibn Muhakkam. (2005). Tafsir Kitab Allah al-‘Aziz. Dar al-Basd’ir. [In Arabic]

al-Yazidi, ‘A. ibn Yahya. (1985). Gharib al-Qur’dn wa Tafsiruh. ‘Alam al-Kutub. [In Arabic]

How to cite:

Shamkhi, Mina & Babaahmadi Milani, Zohreh & Masoudian, Aref. (2025). The Historical Evolution of the
Interpretation of “Saq Allah” in the Views of Classical and Contemporary Qur’anic Exegetes . Quran, Culture And
Civilization , 7 (2), 73-98. http/ / doi.org/10.22034 /jks1.2025.532076.1478

aA

=
=
o
=
=
2
72}
s
S
5]
e
<
-
=
=
E
o
=
S
£
=
S
<
2
S
[=4]
=
%]
St
=
g
N
o
=
=<
£
=
=
n
s
=
=




Quran, Culture And Civilization Y a )
VOL 7 NO 2, 2026, Page 99-118 Journal homepage: https://qcc.quran.ac.ir/ g 1 y jo 4
ISSN 2783-3356 o SN

The role of the coach in developing the talents of the trainees from the
perspective of the Holy Quran
Rahmat Shayestefard! "* Seyyed Mehdi Soltani Renani?

Mehdi Arjomandfar?
1. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, Islamic Education and Training, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
Author).
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, Islamic Education and Training, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran
3. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran

Corresponding Email: Dr.shayeste@cfu.ac.ir

doi 1,11ps.//doi.org/10.22034/ks1.2025.542269.1503

Article History:
Received: 2025-08-20
Revised. 2025-10-18
Accepted: 2025-10-19
Online First: 2025-10-26

Keywords

Holy Quran,

talent,

role of the educator,

Abstract: The flourishing of individual talents is one of the
fundamental pillars of the scientific, cultural, and social
development of every society. Human beings possess unique
combinations of abilities, interests, and learning styles. Individual
differences, which have existed since the creation of humankind,
require educational approaches to be sufficiently flexible and
responsive to this diversity. Within this framework, the educator
plays a pivotal role as a guide, facilitator, and role model. Adopting
a Qur’anic perspective, the present study employs a descriptive
method based on library research to provide a comprehensive

talent development, analysis of this essential role. The findings indicate that the Holy
individual differences in talents.  Qur’an acknowledges the existence of differences in human talents.
According to the Qur’an, the most important factors underlying
such differences include the divine will, individual human effort,
Type of Article: divine testing, personal disposition (shakilah), and the diversity
Promotional inherent in God's creation. Furthermore, from the Qur’anic
perspective, the educator contributes to the flourishing of learners’
talents by clarifying the paths of guidance and misguidance,
providing education grounded in divine revelation, purifying
learners from moral vices while cultivating virtuous qualities,
strengthening faith and the spirit of reliance upon God, fostering
patience and perseverance in the face of hardships, explaining the
wisdom underlying events, and promoting the holistic development
of learners through the proper utilization of their God-given talents.
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Introduction

One of the essential factors contributing to the intellectual advancement and development of
society is recognizing the diversity of human talents and individual capacities. In the field of
education, this diversity reflects the dynamic and sustainable development of learners in various
domains, including academic achievement. The Holy Qur’an explicitly acknowledges this reality
(Q. 65:7), emphasizing that God has created human beings with different capacities and abilities.
Likewise, each individua is held accountable only according to his or her own capabilities (Q.
4:32). Within this framework, the educator occupies a central position as a guide, facilitator, and
role model. Since the Holy Qur’an constitutes the primary source of guidance and education in
Islam, it provides the most authoritative foundation for examining this issue. Accordingly, the
present study first investigates the Qur’anic explanation for differences in human talents and then
explores the educator's role in nurturing and actualizing learners’ innate abilities. The principal
research question is: What is the wisdom behind the diversity of learners’ talents, and what
role does the educator play in cultivating these talents according to the Holy Qur’an?

Materials and Methods

The study begins by defining the principal concepts underlying the research, including talent and
education, and subsequently examines the subject from a Qur’anic perspective. Employing a
descriptive-analytical approach based on library research, it analyzes the relevant Qur’anic verses
and scholarly sources in order to explain the factors related to the research problem. Furthermore,
the study seeks to formulate a theoretical framework capable of assisting educators in nurturing
the diverse talents of learners. Accordingly, the research methodology consists of descriptive and
analytical investigation grounded in documentary and library-based sources.

Results and Findings
The findings of the study may be summarized as follows:

@ authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. Licensee University of Quranic Studies and Sciences this
article an open access article distributed under the term and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
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1. In light of the Qur’anic principle that divine obligations correspond to human capacities
and abilities (Q. 2:286), the role of teachers and educators in recognizing and developing
learners’ talents requires careful clarification.

2. Effective education requires an accurate understanding of each learner’s individual,
familial, and social circumstances. Consistent with Q. 18:73 (“Do not burden me with
hardship in my affair”), educational practice should be characterized by facilitation rather
than excessive strictness. Such an approach strengthens learners’ motivation, encourages
the development of their latent talents, and promotes academic growth.

3. The identification and cultivation of talents foster self-confidence and self-efficacy.
Individuals who engage in activities aligned with their natural abilities develop a stronger
sense of personal worth and competence. Likewise, when individuals pursue occupations
corresponding to their talents, productivity increases and they are able to contribute more
effectively to the advancement of society. As indicated in Q. 43:32 (“that some of them
may employ others in service”), the diversity of human abilities exists so that individuals
may benefit from one another within social life. Without such diversity, many essential
socia functions would remain unfulfilled.

4. The Holy Qur’an repeatedly affirms the existence of individual differences among human
beings and identifies several underlying causes, including the divine will, the diversity
inherent in God's creation, individual effort, divine testing, and each person's unique
psychological disposition (shakilah).

5. Human talents develop within the framework of an individua's shakilah, as reflected in
persona actions and behavior. Recognizing this principle discourages individuals from
seeking abilities beyond their own God-given capacities or envying the talents of others.
Neglecting the concept of shakilah may hinder intellectual development, suppress
individual potential, and foster destructive attitudes such as envy.

6. According to the Qur’an, the educator's principal responsibilities in nurturing learners’
talents include clarifying the paths of guidance and misguidance, providing education
grounded in divine revelation, purifying learners from moral vices while cultivating
virtuous qualities, strengthening faith and reliance upon God, developing patience and
perseverance, explaining the wisdom underlying divine commands and events, and
promoting learners’ comprehensive development through the proper use of their innate
talents.

Conclusion

The analysis of the relevant Qur’anic verses demonstrates that differences in human talents
constitute an essential feature of earthly life rather than an accidental phenomenon. According to
the Qur’an, these differences arise from factors such as the divine will, individual effort, divine
testing, personal disposition (shakilah), and the diversity embedded in God's creation. In order to
cultivate these diverse talents, educators are expected to clarify the distinction between guidance
and misguidance, educate learners in accordance with divine revelation, facilitate their moral
purification and character development, strengthen faith, trust in God, patience, and perseverance,

O



explain the wisdom underlying various aspects of life, and foster learners’ holistic growth through
the appropriate development of their God-given abilities.

To advance this educational vision, continuous scholarly evaluation is recommended. In ¢

particular, greater attention should be devoted to the religious and Qur anic dimensions of ‘f'ﬁ
educational policy documents, including Iran's Fundamental Transformation Document of fg.s‘
Education. Furthermore, effective practical guidelines should be developed to support educational t.,

&

counseling for both teachers and learners. Finally, future researchers are encouraged to conduct
empirical and field-based studies to examine the practical implementation of these Qur’anic
educational principles within contemporary educational settings.

&
Keywords: Holy Qur’an, talent, role of the educator, talent development, individual differences in "?%
talents. 4
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Article History: Abstract: Architecture and construction, as manifestations of
Received: 2025-07-30 human civilization, have long occupied a significant place in human
Revised. 2025-10-04 societies. The Holy Qur’an, as the final divine revelation, contains
Accepted: 2025-10-19 numerous references to concepts related to construction,
Online First: 2025-11-01 development, and the building of human settlements, reflecting the

importance of these themes within Islamic culture and civilization.
Keywords Each of these references establishes a fundamental principle for
civilization, construction based on Islamic and divine values throughout the
construction, processes of architectural design and implementation. By
development, emphasizing the cultivation and development of the earth as one of
Holy Qur’an, humanity’s divinely ordained responsibilities, the Qur’an presents
architecture. human beings as God’s vicegerents entrusted with the mission of

developing and reforming the earth. It also refers to historical
structures—such as the palaces of the people of ‘Ad, Pharaoh’s

Type of Article: tower, and the barrier of Dha al-Qarnayn—to illustrate the role of

Research architectural works in the history of civilizations while emphasizing
the importance of drawing lessons from the fate of earlier nations.
Furthermore, the Qur’an introduces principles such as sincerity of
intention for God, avoidance of extravagance, observance of justice,
and preservation of environmental balance as essential criteria
governing construction activities. This study employs a thematic-
conceptual analysis of Qur’anic verses. It first identifies the
fundamental concepts by extracting key terms related to architecture,
construction, and development from the Qur’anic text. It then
examines selected verses through exegetical analysis and compares
them with the historical examples mentioned in the Qur’an in order
to establish a relationship between divine teachings and the
principles of Islamic architecture. Drawing upon authoritative
Qur’anic commentaries and studies on civilization, the article further
analyzes the theoretical foundations of construction in the Qur’an
and explores their applications in sustainable architectural design
and Islamic urban development.
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Introduction

Numerous Qur’anic verses emphasize the importance of cultivating and developing the earth, presenting it
as one of the fundamental purposes of human creation. In the contemporary world, interdisciplinary studies
that integrate religious scholarship with engineering—particularly in the fields of Islamic architecture and
urban planning—have gained increasing significance. According to the Qur’anic worldview, humanity is
entrusted with the responsibility of developing the earth within the framework of divine unity (tawhid),
justice, and service to creation. In Q. 11:61, God declares. “He brought you forth from the earth and
settled you therein to cultivaze it.” This verse establishes humanity's responsibility for the proper
development, cultivation, and stewardship of the earth. In al-Mizan, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 interprets
isti mar as God's command and expectation that human beings should cultivate and revive the earth in
accordance with divine purposes. Within this perspective, human beings, as God's vicegerents on earth, are
viewed as civilization builders, cultivators of the earth, and mediators between the terrestria and the
heavenly realms.

Materials and Methods

Focusing primarily on authoritative Qur’anic commentaries—especially al-Mizan—this study seeks to
analyze the conceptual foundations of construction and architecture in the Holy Qur’an while identifying
their theoretical implications for contemporary architectural practice. Employing a qualitative thematic-
conceptual approach, the research investigates the role of architecture and construction within the Qur’anic
worldview and explores their relationship with the concepts of divine unity, responsibility, and learning
from history. The study first extracts key Qur’anic vocabulary related to construction, habitation, buildings,
development, cultivation, and living environments. Terms such as bayt (house), gasr (palace), burj (tower),
sadd (barrier), isti ' mar (cultivation), maskan (dwelling), and khilafah (vicegerency) were selected as the
principal analytical categories. Relevant Qur’anic verses were subsequently examined through authoritative
commentaries, including al-Mizan, Tafsir-e Nemuneh, and Majma * al-Bayan, in order to identify their
ethical, aesthetic, and functional dimensions. Historical structures mentioned in the Qur’an—such as the
palaces of the people of ‘Ad, Pharaoh's tower, and the barrier of Dhii al-Qarnayn—were then analyzed in
light of the principles of Islamic architecture to evaluate their role in civilization-building and historical
reflection. Finally, the Qur’anic teachings concerning construction were compared with contemporary
concepts of sustainable urban development and Islamic architecture. Particular attention was devoted to
principles such as sincerity of intention, justice, moderation, avoidance of extravagance, and environmental
balance. To enrich the theoretical framework, interdisciplinary scholarship in civilization studies, Islamic
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philosophy, and architecture, including the works of contemporary scholars such as Hadi Nadimi and
Seyed Mohammad Mehdi Mirmomtaz, was incorporated into the analysis.

Results and Findings

The concept of "home" in the Holy Qur’an is expressed through several distinct terms—including bayt,
dar, manzil, and maskan—each reflecting a different dimension of human habitation. Bayt refers to the
human dwelling, the House of God, the dwellings of Paradise, and even the homes of certain animals such
as the spider. Dar most frequently denotes the eternal abode, as in expressions such as Dar al-Salam and
Dar al-Mugamah, emphasizing humanity's ultimate and everlasting destination. Derived from the root n-z-
I, manzl conveys the meanings of descent and settlement while also referring to places of tranquility and
stability. Maskan, originating from the root s-k-n, emphasizes peace and serenity, presenting the home not
merely as physical shelter but as a place of spiritual repose. Within the Qur’anic worldview, therefore, the
home transcends its physical function to become a space for security, moral education, family life, and
communion with God. These principles are reflected in Islamic architectural traditions, particularly in the
design of traditional Iranian houses and cities through harmony with nature, protection of family privacy,
and the creation of spiritually tranquil environments.

Alongside these conceptual foundations, the Qur’an refers to several historical structures, including the
monumental palaces of the people of ‘Ad (Q. 89:7), symbolizing civilizational arrogance, and Pharaoh's
tower (Q. 40:36-37), representing political domination and human pride. These structures are presented not
to glorify material achievement but to encourage reflection upon the fate of civilizations that employed
their technical capabilities in rebellion against God. Likewise, in describing ancient peoples such as ‘Ad
and Thamid, the Qur’an simultaneously acknowledges the magnificence of their architecture while
condemning ostentation and purposeless construction, as expressed in the verse: “Do you build on every
high place a monument merely for amusement?” (Q. 26:128). This perspective clearly distinguishes
architecture inspired by faith from architecture driven by materialism. The Qur’an consistently emphasizes
spatial justice, moderation, avoidance of extravagance (“Do not be wasteful ), and the wise utilization of
resources. Beyond their social and economic functions, architectural structures are also portrayed as
expressions of cultural and religious identity. Buildings such as mosgues and monasteries embody
collective faith and contribute to the continuity of Islamic civilization. In this perspective, architecture
serves as a bridge between earth and heaven, exemplified by the Prophet's Night Journey in Strat al-Isra’,
where the connection between al-Magsjid al-Haram and al-Magjid al-Agsa symbolizes humanity's spiritual
ascent from the material world toward the divine realm. Qur’anic architecture, therefore, is not merely
enduring construction upon the earth but also a bridge linking humanity with God and embodying the true
meaning of civilization.

Conclusion

The Qur’anic concepts of construction, development, and architecture demonstrate that building activities
are not merely responses to material needs but constitute an integral part of humanity's divine mission to
cultivate the earth, establish civilization, and fulfill the responsibility of divine vicegerency. Thismissionis
founded upon the principles of tawhid, justice, moderation, and spirituality. By presenting historical
examples of the architectural achievements of former nations, the Qur’an warns against the dangers of
arrogance, self-glorification, and extravagance while offering a model of sustainable and human-centered
construction. Within this framework, buildings should not merely fulfill physical functions but should aso
promote tranquility, remembrance of God, and social justice. The findings of this study indicate that the
Qur’anic worldview provides a coherent theoretical foundation for architectural design and construction by
emphasizing the harmonious balance between material and spiritual dimensions. Applying these Qur’anic
principles can enrich the cultural and spiritual quality of human living environments and offers a
civilization-building strategy capable of addressing many of the chalenges facing contemporary
architecture and urban devel opment.
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