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Abstract: The Mi'raj, as one of the most concise yet profound
events in Islamic sacred history and explicitly alluded to in the
Qur’an, has long attracted the attention of scholars and artists. One
of the most remarkable visual representations of this transcendent
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event is the Mi‘raj miniature attributed to Sultan-Muhammad, the
distinguished painter of the Safavid era. This descriptive-analytical
article is framed by Sayyid Qutb’s Qur’anic theory of artistic
imagery. Drawing on documentary (library-based) sources, the
study first outlines the components of Qutb’s theory and interprets
them in relation to the Qur’anic verses narrating the Mi ‘raj. It then
analyzes how these principles correspond to the artistic
characteristics of Safavid Persian miniature painting, with

particular emphasis on Sultan-Muhammad’s Mi‘raj composition.
The findings show that in the Safavid period, Qur’anic themes
within Persian miniature painting reached a level of refinement
that resonates with the artistic standards of Qur’anic imagery
formulated by Sayyid Qutb. The mode of visual representation
emerges as the key point of convergence and the foundational
artistic mechanism through which both domains express their
concrete and abstract dimensions.
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Research
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Introduction

The intrinsic harmony between the Qur’an and the human natural disposition (fitrah) has produced
profound conceptual parallels between Qur’anic teachings and various literary and artistic
traditions within Islamic culture. Among these, the Prophet’s Mi ‘raj-his celestial ascent-has been
a central subject repeatedly depicted in Persian-Islamic miniature painting, with artists and their
patrons across different eras attempting to visualize this extraordinary event.

This study aims to examine how Qur’anic concepts influence diverse aspects of Islamic art,
particularly miniature painting, and to offer a model for understanding how transcendent religious
themes-such as the Mi‘raj-are artistically represented. After outlining the expressive functions of
imagery and the Qur’anic verses concerning the Mi‘rdj, the article introduces Sayyid Qutb’s
modern theory of Qur’anic imagery, followed by an analysis of the celebrated Safavid-era
miniature Mi ‘raj of the Prophet (s) by Sultan-Muhammad. Through this comparative framework,
the study highlights another dimension of the Qur’an’s aesthetic and miraculous qualities.
Methodology

Understanding historical events-especially those distant from the interpreter in time-relies on
sounds, linguistic signs, and symbolic representation. This method applies not only to classical
texts but also to the interpretation of high-level artworks, including iconic Persian miniatures.
Such expressive forms make it possible to trace the reflections of Qur’anic meanings, particularly
transcendent events like the Mi‘raj, in theoretical and artistic productions shaped by revelation.
The hidden layers of Qur’anic influence in Iranian art emerge through familiarity with the
Qur’anic text, which reveals the depth of devotion and the spiritual inclinations of Persian artists.
Among Qur’anic themes, the Mi‘raj is one of the most frequently illustrated in Islamic miniature
painting, with artists in every era striving to visualize the majesty of this miraculous event.
Findings

Safavid miniature painting maintained a close relationship with religious thought. Artists not only
internalized the Qur’anic worldview but also selected their subjects primarily from Qur’anic narratives.
The miniature Mi '13j of the Prophet (s) by Sultan-Muhammad-one of the most renowned Safavid painters-
is a paradigmatic example of spiritually inspired Persian art. The work reveals profound mystical depth,
conceptual coherence, visual harmony, and a distinctly Iranian artistic identity. These qualities justify the
analytical importance of the piece.

This Mi‘raj miniature may be understood as a “composite text,” simultaneously engaging the intellect and
the emotions. Through a carefully orchestrated visual language-harmonized colors, purified forms, non-
perspectival depth, bold yet balanced compositions, and aesthetic completeness-Sultan-Muhammad
presents a metaphysical truth rather than a naturalistic scene. His depiction highlights aspects of the
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Qur’an’s own imagery: focusing on the human element while leaving the invisible realm beyond direct
representation. Without the artist’s mystical vision and Safavid-era spiritual sensibilities, masterpieces of
this nature would not have emerged.

Thus, Safavid Persian painting reached a level of artistic maturity that aligns closely with the Qur’anic
mode of imagery, making visual representation a foundational tool in expressing both conceptual and
spiritual elements.

Conclusion

The major findings are as follows:

Because the Mi raj is a universally revered event among Muslims, artists across Islamic
history have sought to portray its grandeur, each employing distinctive visual languages
shaped by religious, historical, and political aims.

Artistic imagery is a primary expressive element in the Qur’an, used masterfully to convey
scenes, states, and concepts. Sayyid Qutb’s theory of Qur’anic imagery-rooted in deeply
established aesthetic principles-is applicable to all Qur’anic “visual” verses and provides a
methodological tool for analyzing M:i ‘raj-related texts and artworks. It also offers fertile
ground for future research in Qur’an-and-art studies.

The Qur’anic method of visualization relies on two key components: sSensory imagination
(takhayyul hisst) and artistic embodiment (tajassud fanni). Through these, the Qur’an
presents inner states, existential models, and eschatological visions in vivid and
comprehensible form.

The miniature Mi raj of the Prophet (s) by Sultan-Muhammad exemplifies the height of
Qur’an-inspired Persian art in the Safavid period. The artist’s spiritual insight and
commitment to Qur’anic and mystical themes position the work as a crown jewel of six
centuries of Persian miniature tradition.

The six components of Sayyid Qutb’s aesthetic-Qur’anic theory (religious worldview,
reality, imagination, emotion, language, rhythm) correspond remarkably with the six
artistic features of Safavid miniature painting (vision, thematic content, structural design,
functional purpose, technical execution, visual qualities). These sets of elements align both
individually and collectively, forming an integrated interpretive framework.

Keywords

Qur’an, Sayyid Qutb, Safavid miniature painting, artistic imagery of the Mi‘raj, Sultan-
Muhammad.
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Introduction
The Qur’anic narrative of Miisa and Khidhr is one of the most profound accounts in the Qur’an-
rich not only in its outward meaning but also in its mystical and inward (anfusi) dimensions. The
story contains hidden wisdoms that play an essential role in spiritual development and ethical
refinement. In al-Asfar al-arba‘a, Mulla Sadra conceptualizes four spiritual journeys as stages of
mystical growth: min al-khalq ila al-Haqq (from creation to the Truth), fi al-Haqq bi’l-Haqq
(within the Truth by the Truth), min al-Haqq ila al-khalq bi’l-Haqq (from the Truth back to
creation with the Truth), and fi al-khalqg ma‘a al-Haqq (in creation with the Truth). This
framework offers a powerful interpretive lens for understanding the story narrated in verses 60-82
of Surat al-Kahf.
The aim of this study is to analyze and reinterpret this narrative through the structure of the four
journeys, extracting its inward meanings to shed light on the human relationship with divine
realities and the path of spiritual ascent.
Methodology
This research employs an analytical, descriptive, and comparative approach. To achieve its goals:
o Foundational Islamic sources-including the Qur’an, mystical commentaries, and
philosophical works such as Mulla Sadra’s al-Asfar al-arba ‘a-were utilized.
e The story of Musa and Khidhr served as the central focus of examination, interpreted
through an inward (anfusi) exegetical lens and correlated with the four mystical journeys.
o The analysis involved extracting mystical and philosophical concepts from the narrative
and mapping them onto the structure of al-Asfar al-arba ‘a.
First, various mystical and inward commentaries on the narrative were reviewed. Then, using a
comparative method, the story was aligned with the four spiritual journeys to unveil its deeper
mystical architecture. In this interpretive model, key narrative elements-characters, locations, and
events-are treated as symbolic representations of the stages of spiritual wayfaring. The study thus
adopts an innovative approach, highlighting the profound interconnections between inward
exegesis and the metaphysical framework of al-Asfar al-arba ‘a.
Findings
Mystical exegetes view the narrative of Masa and Khidhr as an allegory of spiritual journeying.
When aligned with Mulla Sadra’s al-Asfar al-arba ‘a, the story illustrates the human ascent from

@ authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. Licensee University of Quranic Studies and Sciences this
article an open access article distributed under the term and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
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creation toward God and the subsequent return to creation through divine knowledge. The
comparative study yields the following results:

1. First Journey (min al-khalq ila al-Haqq) - From creation to the Truth:

This journey involves spiritual awakening and movement toward divine reality. Misa, by
seeking Khidhr-symbol of the perfect spiritual master-undergoes stages of purification.
Incidents such as the scuttling of the boat (symbol of self-discipline) and the killing of the
youth (the abandonment of egoistic desires) reflect the transition from multiplicity toward
unity.

2. Second Journey (fi al-Haqq bi’l-Haqq) - Within the Truth by the Truth:

Here the seeker attains deeper knowledge of the Divine Essence and Attributes. Through
witnessing Khidhr’s acts, Miisa gains insight into divine wisdom. Recognizing human
limitation and beholding divine wisdom lead him toward fara’ in the Divine Essence and
Attributes.

3. Third Journey (min al-Hagqq ild al-khalq bi’l-Haqq) - From the Truth to creation with
the Truth:

In this stage, proper to accomplished gnostics, the seeker returns to guide others. Miisa,
after attaining divine knowledge through Khidhr’s actions, resumes his prophetic mission
to guide the Children of Israel. This stage reflects the realm of divine acts and the station
of spiritual authority (wilayah).

4. Fourth Journey (ft al-khalq ma‘a al-Haqq) - In creation with the Truth:
The seeker perceives divine unity within the created world, witnessing God's beauty in all
things. Misa, observing the manifestation of divine wisdom in Khidhr’s actions, reaches
baga’ after fana’. With spiritual insight into divine wisdom, he attains the station of
legislative prophethood.

Overall, the findings show that the narrative of Miisa and Khidhr reflects a complete map of
spiritual wayfaring and the stages of the soul’s ascent.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the narrative of Misa and Khidhr serves as a profound symbolic
account of spiritual wayfaring and can be systematically interpreted through Mulla Sadra’s four
journeys:

e First Journey: Miusa transcends egoic veils through companionship with Khidhr,
approaching absolute unity.

e Second Journey: Insight into divine wisdom and knowledge of God’s Names and
Attributes lead him to fana’.

e Third Journey: Having witnessed divine reality, Miisa embarks upon his mission to guide
creation.

e Fourth Journey: After fana’, Musa attains baga’ and perceives divine wisdom in the
world.

The study concludes that the narrative contains deep mystical and inward (anfusi) meanings that
offer a spiritual model for human development. Its application within the framework of al-Asfar
al-arba ‘a provides practical guidance for self-purification and the path of spiritual ascent.

Keywords
story of Miisa and Khidhr; inward (anfusi) exegesis; al-Asfar al-arba‘a.
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Abstract: The Almighty God refers for the first time to the notion of khilafah
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human existential and spiritual perfection. This study seeks to clarify the
nature of this progression by examining classical and contemporary Qur’anic
commentaries and by formulating a coherent model of the khilafah-to- ‘ahd

qawl, transition. The research adopts a grounded-theory methodology and is
‘ahd. applied in nature; the dataset consists of Q 2:30-124. Qualitative analysis and

model extraction were carried out using Excel and MAXQDA. The core
Type of Article: findings highlight two central points: first, that the concepts of khilafah,

Research imamah, and ‘ahd are presented in the Qur'an with precise linguistic and
conceptual intentionality; and second, that the category of gawl serves as a
fundamental analytical key for unpacking the proposed model. The
significance of gaw! becomes evident across several dialogues, including
God’s address to Moses (‘a), Moses” exchanges with the Children of Israel,
God’s discourse with the Jews and the angels, and finally, His speech with
Adam (‘a). The research identifies forty-two major thematic categories within
this model, such as fidelity to the divine covenant, avoidance of hypocrisy
and sectarian discord, reflection upon divine power, wisdom, and miracles,
trust in God’s will and wisdom, patience and gratitude, and abstention from
disbelief and disobedience.
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Introduction
In Qur’anic studies, tracing the developmental trajectory of the concepts of khilafah, ‘ahd, and
imamah is of foundational significance. In verse 30 of Sirat al-Baqarah, khilafah appears as the
initial representation of divine vicegerency, while verse 124 introduces imamah as a divine ‘ahd
granted only to the worthy. This transition from khilafah to imamabh is also evident in the life of
Ibrahim (as). Using qualitative analysis supported by MAXQDA, the present study examines
verses 30-124 of Surat al-Bagarah. These verses contain 2,011 words, including 179 hapax
legomena (1.8% of all rare Qur’anic vocabulary), a rate 1.7 times higher than average. This high
concentration of specialized vocabulary underscores the linguistic and conceptual significance of
this section. The study aims to uncover the Qur’anic model of progression from khilafah to “ahd,
emphasizing the central role of Qur’anic vocabulary and dialogue patterns in shaping this
conceptual evolution.
Methodology
The study seeks to extract the trajectory from khilafah to ‘ahd directly from Qur’anic discourse.
As a grounded-theory investigation oriented toward practical application, the study’s scope
includes:
« Temporal domain: the Prophetic era, the period of the Imams (as) as true interpreters of
the Qur’an, and subsequent scholarly exegetical tradition;
« Spatial domain: University of Tehran, Faculty of Theology;
e Topical domain: khilafah and imamah.
The corpus-Qur’anic verses and related exegesis-operates as the dataset through which the model
is derived. The grounded-analysis method proceeds through:
1. Inputting textual data into MAXQDA for qualitative analysis;
2. Extracting conceptual categories;
3. Open coding and identifying all thematic nodes.
Findings
1. Patterns of Dialogue:
The most prominent dialogical interactions include: God with Miisa (as); Miisa with the
Children of Israel; God with the Jews; God with the angels; and God with Adam (as).
These dialogues structure the conceptual movement from khilafah to ‘ahd.
2. Centrality of Divine Testing:
The Qur’anic pattern emphasizes divine dialogue coupled with trial and examination as the
primary mechanism guiding the transition from khilafah to ‘ahd.
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Qur’anic Emphasis on Conceptual Evolution:

The unusually dense vocabulary across these 94 verses highlights the conceptual weight of
khilafah, ‘ahd, and imamah within the Qur’anic worldview.

Role of Rare Vocabulary:

The high frequency of hapax legomena indicates the Qur’an’s deliberate use of specialized
terms to articulate these concepts, necessitating detailed linguistic analysis for
understanding the status of imamah.

Dynamic Nature of the Concepts:

The elevated proportion of verbs in these verses reflects the dynamism of the concepts-
indicating that khilafah, ‘ahd, and imamah unfold through a process of active
transformation rather than static definition.

Focus on Identity, Commitment, and Qualifying Traits:

The abundance of nouns suggests an emphasis on personal attributes, divine mandates, and
concrete exemplars, signaling that imamah in the Qur’an is not merely an appointed office
but a station tied to knowledge, piety, and divine covenant.

Need for Linguistic Analysis:

The data show that the transition from khilafah to ‘ahd is embedded in a rich linguistic
network of specialized vocabulary and meaningful syntactic relations, highlighting the
necessity of precision in linguistic study for conceptual extraction.

Deriving the Qur’anic Model:

Analysis produced 42 categories relevant to the model of transition from khilafah to ‘ahd,
as identified through MAXQDA.

Single-Code Model (Summaries)




Conclusion i/
o 4

1. Conceptual Transformation from Khilafah to ‘Ahd Ve
e Khilafah in the Qur’an begins as a role of divine representation (2:30) without explicit 2224~
conditions. ’

e Imamah (‘ahd) in 2:124 is presented as a divine covenant granted only after trial and
demonstration of worthiness, marked by qualities such as faith, knowledge, piety, and
freedom from injustice.

e This shift marks an evolution from a general human responsibility to a more select,
divinely sanctioned mandate.

2. Essential Conditions for Attaining the ‘Ahd

e The journey from khilafah to imamah requires passing divine tests.

o Key factors include faith, piety, divinely granted knowledge, striving, steadfastness, and
the absence of injustice.

e Without these traits, khilafah remains merely nominal and does not rise to the level of
divine ‘ahd.

3. Role of Community and Followers

o Community acceptance and obedience to divinely guided leaders are prerequisites for
achieving the model.

e Rejecting tyrannical authority and embracing divine guardianship are essential
components.

4. Distinction Between Granted and True (Divine) Khilafah

e Some individuals may hold positions of leadership, yet lack divine approval (e.g., Pharaoh,
Nimrod).

e True khilafah becomes divine ‘ahd only when combined with justice and adherence to
divine law.

5. Socio-political Implications of the Model

o This conceptual trajectory has significant implications for Islamic governance.

e A society aligned with ‘ahd enjoys stability, justice, and security, whereas khilafah
without ‘ahd leads to oppression.

e The model thus provides a criterion for evaluating legitimacy and acceptability of
governance from a Qur’anic perspective.
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Qur’an, divine khilafah, Qur’anic dialogue patterns, gawl, ‘ahd.
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Introduction

One of the most significant theoretical and practical challenges in the domains of economy and
culture today is the unresolved comparison between these two spheres in terms of their respective
importance and influence. At times, culture is regarded as the arena-setting force, while at other
times it appears subordinate to economic forces; similarly, the economy is sometimes viewed as
an outcome and at other times as the agent shaping culture. The cognitive and perceptual sciences
may either generate errors in vision and judgment or, conversely, produce clarity and accuracy.
They thus play a decisive role in forming a variable and meaningful, or a fixed and foundational,
perspective on the relationship between economy and culture. The mutual influence of these two
concepts has become a tangled conceptual knot that frequently results in terminological overlap
and confusion. The present article aims to establish a principled equilibrium and a sound model of
interaction between the cultural and economic systems by drawing upon the Qur’an.
Methodology
The conceptual corpus discussed in this article was gathered through library research and analyzed
using qualitative content analysis, framed within a tadabbur-centered interpretive logic of the
Qur’an. Concrete and conventional instances related to the definitions were identified through
lexical-semantic analysis and then traced back to Qur’anic usage. Corresponding Qur’anic terms
were extracted with attention to their semantic spirit and with reference to ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s
commentary al-Mizan. The validity and reliability of the findings were examined in detail.
Findings
Despite the complexity of the concepts of economy and culture-owing to their wide functional
scope and the multiplicity of context-dependent definitions-they may be reduced to their simplest
analytic form: culture as the faculty for managing spiritual and symbolic resources, and economy
as the faculty for managing material resources. By “spiritual resources” the study refers to social
and moral capital, whereas “material resources” denote physical capacities and human labor.
The study highlights three foundational components:

1. Economy and material capital (with emphasis on economic weight);

2. Culture and spiritual capital (with emphasis on cultural weight);
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3. Cognitive sciences and perceptual disorder (with emphasis on impairment and soundness
in perception and cognition).

With accurate perception-free of perceptual disorder-the relationship between economy and
culture emerges as a continual and reciprocal interaction. This relationship begins with the
precedence of culture, which acts as the initial catalyst, accelerator, and structural shaper. It
subsequently extends into the economic dimension because culture constitutes the cognitive and
imaginative background of individuals and societies, guiding direction and enabling proper
utilization of resources. This upward cycle ultimately shapes collective beliefs and behaviors. In
this hierarchy, every type of culture produces its corresponding economy, and the economy in turn
creates a particular cultural atmosphere.
However, when cognitive sciences operate incorrectly, they introduce ambiguity and systematic
error into the conceptual relations. Such distortions can shape the audience’s mental field in a way
that disrupts the mutual alignment, presenting economic pursuits-particularly capital
accumulation-as the exclusive path to security, comfort, and success. In contrast, sound cognition
continually reminds individuals of their genuine needs and mobilizes all capacities toward
nurturing growth-seeking and satisfaction-oriented dispositions.
Conclusion
The findings propose a model for the proper interaction between economy and culture. According
to this model, perceptual disorders-whether sarabr (mirage-like) or lujaji (obstinate)-create
imbalance between the two spheres, generating an intellectual disequilibrium that leads to flawed
decision-making. The article therefore introduces thaqal abi and thagal niri as two foundational
constructs for restoring cognitive clarity and recalibrating the relationship between culture and
economy.
Two distinct perspectives on the interaction between economy and culture thus emerge: one
shaped by perceptual and cognitive disorder, and the other by perceptual and cognitive soundness.
Each has unique characteristics examined in detail in the article. Sarat al-Zukhruf presents
resources and provisions available to society and also identifies groups who-through misuse and
wrongful control-cause inequality and resource loss. It likewise highlights prophets who
possessed a sound understanding of resources and employed them to advance the spiritual welfare
of their communities. Stirat al-Nir addresses various perceptual disorders and outlines methods
for resolving them, thereby reforming attitudes toward material and spiritual resources and
cultivating “remembering households” in which the divine Name of Light descends.
Keywords
cognitive and perceptual sciences, culture and economy, ikhtilal sarabt, ikhtilal lujaji, Sturat al-
Zukhruf, Surat al-Nur.
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Introduction

Understanding the status and position of the human being within the created order has always
been a central concern of humanity and, in particular, of scholars engaged in anthropology. Across
various secular and religious traditions, extreme and divergent theories have emerged-some
attributing a demonic nature or inherent sinfulness to human beings, while others affirm unlimited
dignity and boundless worth for the human person. Against this backdrop, the present study seeks
to clarify the Qur’an’s view-as a revealed and error-free source-concerning innate human dignity,
its constitutive elements, and its implications, and to compare and evaluate this view in relation to
the prominent secular perspective of humanism.

Methodology

This research explicates the Qur’anic perspective on the concept, components, and implications of
innate human dignity and then compares and evaluates it with the humanist worldview. The study
adopts a comparative approach and employs library research and descriptive-analytical methods.
Findings

According to the Qur’an, the components of innate human dignity include rationality and the
possession of spirit, human free will and volition, bearing the divine trust (amanah), and having an
innate, God-given disposition (fitrah). The Qur’anic text considers several consequences for this
dignity: vicegerency (khilafah), the capacity to learn the Names, worthiness of being honored
before the angels, the subjugation of the universe for human benefit, the right to life, the right to
freedom, equitable social privileges, the obligation to preserve human reputation, and the
prohibition of insulting others. Although the Qur’an and humanists agree on the principle that
human beings possess inherent dignity, several major divergences remain: the Qur’an limits the
scope of human dignity and freedom, rejects absolute anthropocentrism, stresses the primacy of
the spiritual dimension, considers reason insufficient for securing human felicity, refuses all
discrimination among human beings, and defines for humans a level of pleasure and purpose
beyond mere animalistic satisfaction-points that humanism does not accept.

Conclusion

The main conclusions of this study are as follows:

1.Qur’anic analysis shows that the root k-r-m is used to describe various classes of beings-
immaterial and material-and denotes an intrinsic nobility independent of comparison with other
creatures.
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2.The Qur’an identifies rationality, possession of a divine spirit, human free will, bearing the
divine trust, and the God-given fitrah as the components of innate human dignity.

3.The implications of human dignity in the Qur’an include divine vicegerency, the capacity to
learn the Names, worthiness of angelic prostration, the subjugation of the cosmos, the right to life
and to freedom, equitable social rights, the obligation to protect human honor, and the prohibition
of insulting others.

4.In the humanist worldview, the human being relies entirely on autonomous reason, sees no need
for God or revelation, and marginalizes anything that does not serve material enjoyment.

5.Both the Qur’an and humanism affirm that human beings possess inherent and intrinsic dignity.
6.Despite this shared affirmation, the Qur’an’s unique and unparalleled view of human dignity
differs from humanism in significant ways: the limited scope of dignity and freedom, rejection of
absolute anthropocentrism, dual-dimensioned human ontology, primacy of the spiritual
dimension, insufficiency of unaided reason, complete rejection of discrimination, and its
articulation of supra-animal purposes and pleasures for the human being.
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innate dignity, humanism, anthropocentrism, Qur’an, comparative analysis.
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Abstract: In the Qur’an, the People of the Book are addressed
through several expressions-alladhina ata al-kitab, Ahl al-
Kitab, and alladhina ataynahum al-kitab. Identifying the
semantic distinctions among these terms, which may appear
synonymous at first glance, constitutes the main question of
this study. Using a descriptive-analytical method, and
examining the semantic components and chronological usage
of the expressions across Makkan and Madinan revelation, the
study analyzes their nuanced differences. The findings indicate
that alladhina ataynahum al-kitab refers to an elevated group
of learned members of the People of the Book-primarily
present in Makkah-who affirmed the prophethood of
Muhammad (s) and believed in the Qur’an. In contrast,
alladhina ata al-kitab, occurring predominantly in Madinan

Research verses, designates a group of corrupt scholars and elites who,
despite knowing the truth of Islam, concealed it. This is
supported by their frequent association with terms such as
knowledge, recognition, covenant, clear proof, and
concealment. Ahl al-Kitab, meanwhile, encompasses both
groups in addition to the general population of the People of
the Book-believers and disbelievers alike-who, according to the
Qur’an, followed their religious authorities. This group also
appears extensively in Madinan contexts.
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Introduction

The expressions Ahl al-Kitab, alladhina ataynahum al-kitab, and alladhina uti al-kitab appear
more frequently in reference to the People of the Book than other related designations, and their
distribution across Makkan and Madinan revelations is far from uniform. In Makkan verses, this
group is most often addressed as alladhina ataynahum al-kitab, whereas in Madinan passages
they are more commonly referred to as alladhina ati al-kitab or Ahl al-Kitab. The central
question of this study is: What semantic distinctions exist among these three expressions in
addressing the People of the Book, why are they used differently in the two phases of revelation,
and how do these differences affect the interpretation of divine intent? Adopting a descriptive-
analytical method, the author examines Qur’anic discourse, the semantic components of each
term, and intertextual and contextual clues to uncover and explain these distinctions.
Methodology

The study investigates the differences among Ahl al-Kitab, alladhina ataynahum al-kitab, and
alladhina uti al-kitab by identifying the semantic components associated with each expression
and examining the contextual indicators in the verses, together with exegetical opinions. First, the
collocates accompanying each expression are analyzed; next, the “social categorization”
embedded in these terms is discussed-that is, which groups among the People of the Book
(scholars, lay followers, or both) are referenced by each expression. The third stage traces the
chronological usage of the three terms across Makkan and Madinan revelation. Through analyzing
these elements, the semantic differences among the expressions are extracted and the overall
findings are presented.

Findings

The study demonstrates that the Qur’an employs these designations with precision and purpose,
thereby constructing a multifaceted and nuanced depiction of interreligious relations in the
formative period of Islam. These subtle semantic distinctions not only deepen our understanding
of Qur’anic discourse but also contribute to historical and sociological analyses of Muslim—non-
Muslim interactions in early Islam.
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Conclusion
The semantic features of Ahl al-Kitab, alladhina uti al-kitab, and alladhina ataynahum al-kitab
reveal two main layers of difference:

1. Socio-religious Layer:

Based on Qur’anic usage, Ahl al-Kitab refers broadly to adherents of monotheistic traditions,

including both their religious elites and common followers, whose responses to revelation ﬁiﬁ'
range from positive to negative. Alladhina dati al-kitab predominantly identifies the sinful or :f:{
dishonest scholars of the People of the Book who, despite their covenant with their prophets %
and their knowledge of the Prophet Muhammad and the Qur’an, concealed the truth. In ‘(ﬁ
contrast, alladhina ataynahum al-kitab usually refers to the believing scholars of the People of *w!;‘
the Book who affirmed the Prophet’s message. \

2. Chronological / Contextual Layer:
The exclusive Makkan use of alladhina ataynahum al-kitab reflects the Qur’an’s largely
positive engagement with this group during the Makkan period and the early phase of the
Prophet’s arrival in Madinah. The appearance of the other two terms in Madinan verses
corresponds to the more complex and dual (positive and negative) interactions with this
minority after the establishment of the Muslim community. These patterns reflect both the
Prophet’s changing position in the two cities and the varying responses of the People of the
Book to the Islamic message.

Overall, the findings confirm that despite their apparent similarity, each expression denotes a

distinct subgroup within the People of the Book and appears in specific Qur’anic contexts that

highlight different dimensions of their engagement with revelation.
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