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Abstract: The widespread establishment of a culture derived from the Qur’an
and the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUT) has always required intensified efforts, optimization,
and the provision of suitable groundwork. Accordingly, the present study aims
to identify the most significant obstacles to the development of Qur’anic culture
and to propose corresponding corrective measures, with an analytical focus on
the National Charter for the Development of Qur’anic Culture. The central
research question is: what are the major obstacles and the most essential
corrective actions necessary for realizing the development of Qur’anic culture in
society? Utilizing a descriptive-survey method combined with library research,
the study employed a questionnaire consisting of ten key questions, gathering
insights from Qur’anic experts and activists nationwide, with a statistical
population exceeding 1,450 participants. After examining a wide range of

obstacles and proposed reforms, the findings classify these obstacles into two
categories based on their level of impact: structural and secondary. Among the
most important structural obstacles are: the multiplicity of governmental
authorities overseeing Qur’anic affairs, insufficient conviction regarding the
centrality and priority of the Qur’an in national governance, and the lack of
cohesive support for Qur’anic activists. As for secondary obstacles, they include
inadequate attention to training and recruiting efficient and specialized Qur’anic
practitioners, the absence of a comprehensive system of evaluation and
continuous supervision of Qur’anic activities, and the lack of modern, integrated
information systems with ongoing updates. The results indicate that the
development of Qur’anic culture in society is achievable, but its realization
requires the removal of obstacles and the implementation of a wide range of
corrective measures centered on the National Charter for the Development of
Qur’anic Culture.
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Introduction

The Holy Qur’an is the most comprehensive, reliable, and final guidance revealed by Almighty
God to lead humankind to worldly prosperity and eternal salvation. Attaining this lofty goal,
however, requires not only the recitation and understanding of its noble verses but also sincere
adherence to its commands and prohibitions. Although the Qur’an repeatedly introduces itself as
“a guidance for mankind” (Q 2:185; 3:4; 6:91), only the pious truly benefit from its light of
guidance: “This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for the God-fearing” (Q
2:2). More than fourteen centuries after its revelation, the lived realities of individuals and
societies-particularly Muslims in general and Shi‘a communities in particular-show a considerable
gap from the Qur’an’s salvific and life-giving instructions. It is this significant gap that has
motivated the present study to analyze the obstacles hindering the development of Qur’anic
culture and to propose the most essential corrective measures.

Methodology

The development of Qur’anic culture in the Islamic society has increasingly become a serious
focus of attention among scholars and practitioners. Especially during the drafting of the National
Charter for the Development of Qur’anic Culture, a number of extensive studies were conducted,
the most important of which include:

1. The detailed performance evaluation reports of the Charter’s commissions;
2. The research project on the challenges of implementing the Charter;

3. The outcomes of consultative sessions addressing key issues in the Charter’s
implementation, including the Secretariat and commissions;

4. Observations on the performance of the commissions in their interaction with the Supreme
Council for the Development of Qur’anic Culture.

@ authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. Licensee University of Quranic Studies and Sciences this
article an open access article distributed under the term and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

International (CCBY 4.0) http://creativecommons.org/Licenses/by/4.0)
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In addition, comprehensive expert assessments had already been carried out in the 2000s-before
the formal establishment of the Council for the Development of Qur’anic Culture-regarding the
shortcomings of Qur’anic activities. These efforts culminated in the proposal to establish the
Council through the Charter document, benefiting from three major initiatives: the
Comprehensive Qur’anic Plan, the National Qur’an Literacy Movement, and the Strategic Plan for
the Coordination and Organization of Qur’anic Activities in the country.!

For the empirical stage, the researcher designed a questionnaire aligned with the objectives of the
study, employing the Likert five-point scale. The questions were framed in bipolar or
dichotomous conceptual forms and developed on the basis of the study’s objectives.? The items
were drawn from research sources produced by the Secretariat of the Council for the Development
of Qur’anic Culture, as summarized in the reference table.

Row | Question Text Method Scale Bipolar Source
Category™
1 The existence of dispersion and fragmentation among governmental and non- Likert Five- From very high to very Pathology
governmental authorities active in the field of the Holy Qur’an as an obstacle to the scale point low, plus Neutral (I don’t
development of Qur’anic culture in society know)
2 The existence of economic problems, especially inflation, as an obstacle to the Challenges

development of Qur’anic culture in society

3 The change in cultural tastes and people’s religious outlooks as an obstacle to the Challenges
development of Qur’anic culture in society

4 The impact of pollution arising from unregulated and unrestricted use of virtual Challenges
spaces as an obstacle to the development of Qur’anic culture in society

5 The degree of failure of governmental or non-governmental religious authorities-or Pathology
both-in presenting worthy and appealing Qur’anic models to society

6 The creation and spread of ambiguities among groups of people about religious and Challenges
Qur’anic teachings and the failure to provide appropriate answers

7 The negative impact of the improper behavior of some religious figures and veteran Challenges
Qur’anic personalities on the development of Qur’anic culture

8 The existing conflicts among political tendencies and their effects on society Pathology

9 The mischievous actions of domestic and foreign enemies in tarnishing the Challenges
reputation of famous Qur’anic figures

10 The impact of cultural invasion and the spread of Western lifestyles on the Challenges
development of Qur’anic culture

11 The multiplicity and redundancy of governmental authorities and the absence of a Pathology
central reference structure

12 The lack of a comprehensive, intelligent, and targeted support system for Qur’anic Pathology
activists
13 The insufficient belief in the centrality and priority of the Holy Qur’an in the macro- Pathology

management of the country
14 The extent to which the Charter for the Development of Qur’anic Culture requires Pathology

amendment or completion

1 .Shabani-Fard, Alireza. “Pathology of the Performance of the Commissions and the Supreme Council for the
Development of Qur’anic Culture and Its Affiliated Bodies.” (1980s—1990s SH / 2000s—-2010s CE), p. 13.

2 . Norman M. Bradburn and Seymour Sudman. Methods of Questionnaire Design, p. 150.

3 .Salmani-Mabhini, Morteza. “Identification and Prioritization of the Challenges in Implementing the Charter for the
Development of Qur’anic Culture.” (Hereafter cited as “Challenges”); and Shabani-Fard, Alireza. “Pathology of the
Performance of the Commissions and the Supreme Council for the Development of Qur’anic Culture and Its
Affiliated Bodies.” (Hereafter cited as “Pathology”).
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The primary objective of this study is to analyze the obstacles to, and propose strategies for, the ;s 3
development of Qur’anic culture. Accordingly, the present research falls within the category of
applied studies in terms of its aim, and it is classified as a descriptive—survey study in terms of its
nature and data collection method. The validity of the data collection was confirmed using the
convergent validity method, while its reliability was established through the test—retest technique.
Data analysis was carried out through qualitative methods, employing the technique of content

&

analysis.

Findings

Table based on the questionnaire results with a pathological approach:

Row | Dimensions Domains Obstacles Frequency Percentage of | Degree of
Percentage “High” and Similarity
of “Very High” | with
Responses Impact Previous

Studies
1 Obstacles Obstacles related The extent to which the Charter for the 88 High 44 — High
related to to responsiveness | Development of Qur’anic Culture requires Very high 44
nature and amendment or completion
content
The creation of ambiguities and doubts among 81.5 High 41.5 - High
segments of society about Qur’anic teachings Very high 40
and the failure to provide appropriate responses
2 Obstacles Obstacles related Insufficient belief in the centrality and priority 88 High 40 — Very high
related to to the religious of the Holy Qur’an in the macro-management Very high 48
executors and | convictions of of the country
the public executors and the
public
The change in cultural tastes and people’s 82 High 36 — High
religious outlooks Very high 46
Obstacles related The negative impact of the improper behavior 75 High 42 — High
to behavioral of some religious figures and veteran Qur’anic Very high 33
features of personalities
executors and the
public
The multiplicity and redundancy of 88.5 High 43.5 - Very high
governmental authorities and the absence of a Very high 45
central reference structure
The existing conflicts among political 78.5 High 39.5 - High
tendencies of prominent Qur’anic figures and Very high 39
their destructive effects on society
The existence of dispersion and fragmentation 70 High 40 - Very high
among governmental and non-governmental Very high 30
Qur’anic authorities
3 Obstacles Obstacles related The existence of economic problems, especially | 70 High 32 - Very high
related to to economic high prices and inflation Very high 38
environmental | conditions
factors
Obstacles related Cultural invasion and the spread of Western 86 High 33 — Very high
to audiences lifestyles Very high 53
Pollution arising from unregulated and 82 High 43 - Very high
unrestricted use of virtual spaces Very high 39
Defamation of prominent and well-known 75 High 34 — High
Qur’anic figures and the lack of clarification of Very high 41
their status
4 Obstacles Obstacles related The failure of governmental or non- 79.5 High 44.5 - High
related to to the governmental Qur’anic authorities to provide Very high 35
governmental | administrative worthy and appealing Qur’anic models to
authorities system society
The lack of a comprehensive, intelligent, and 83.5 High 40.5 - Very high
targeted support system for Qur’anic activists Very high 43
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From the evaluation of the responses received, the following conclusions can be drawn with
confidence:

a) Governmental and non-governmental Qur’anic authorities require greater cohesion, sustainable
coordination, purposeful planning, and unity of action. This is one of the most effective means for
promoting the exalted culture of the Qur’an. Among the best ways to achieve this goal is to avoid
multiplicity and redundancy among governmental bodies concerned with Qur’anic affairs and to
establish a central, comprehensive authority.

b) Among the various obstacles identified by respondents in terms of their degree of impact, the
following were considered to have the greatest negative effect on the development of Qur’anic
culture: the destructive consequences of cultural invasion and the spread of Western lifestyles; the
harms of unregulated and uncontrolled use of virtual spaces; the gradual shift in cultural tastes and
religious outlooks of the people; the influence of ambiguities and doubts created by opponents
coupled with inadequate responses; and the failure of authorities to present attractive and worthy
Qur’anic models to society.

¢) If the performance of Qur’anic figures-whether popular personalities or institutional authorities-
is marred by slips, intentional errors, or even unintentional mistakes, and these are disseminated
by hostile or ignorant actors, especially through virtual platforms, they may inflict the gravest
damage on the development of Qur’anic culture. In many cases, such damage becomes irreparable
or exceedingly difficult to redress.

d) Some of the obstacles to developing Qur’anic culture in society are fundamental, deep-rooted,
and highly influential, such that they in turn generate numerous secondary obstacles. Removing
these core impediments will naturally eliminate many derivative ones, paving the way for the
expansion and deepening of Qur’anic and Ahl al-Bayt culture. Be cause  of  their  critical
importance, eliminating these obstacles requires serious resolve and determination on the part of
Qur’anic activists, especially governmental authorities. Scientifically grounded and principled
efforts to remove them constitute the most essential corrective action for the development of
Qur’anic culture.

e) Weaknesses in recruiting efficient and specialized Qur’anic activists, the absence of continuous
and effective monitoring and evaluation of Qur’anic activities,! the excessive administrative
burdens placed on Qur’anic actors?, the lack of comprehensive information systems for Qur’anic
activities®, and the limited dissemination of the National Charter for the Development of Qur’anic
Culture in society* are among the most important secondary obstacles to Qur’anic cultural
development.

Conclusion

The findings of this study confirm that, first, the development of Qur’anic culture across the
political, economic, cultural, and social structures of society is indeed achievable. Second, to
realize this goal, a comprehensive pathology of both primary and secondary obstacles is required
to provide a holistic and scholarly understanding of the current situation, followed by targeted

1 .Boroomandnasab, Ali. Islamic Management from the Perspective of the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha, p. 19.

2 .Shabani-Fard, Alireza. “Pathology of the Performance of the Commissions and the Supreme Council for the
Development of Qur’anic Culture and Its Affiliated Bodies,” pp. 85-92.

3. Salmani-Mabhini, Morteza. “Identification and Prioritization of the Challenges in Implementing the Charter for the
Development of Qur’anic Culture,” pp. 127-131.

4.1bid., pp. 181-225.
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corrective measures. Third, priority should be given to addressing the main structural obstacles,
since the removal of each of these simultaneously eliminates several secondary ones. Fourth,
given the significant gap between the current state of Qur’anic culture in the country and the

desired state envisioned in the National Charter for the Development of Qur’anic Culture, | E
revising, amending, and completing this Charter is both urgent and indispensable. 0;’3 f‘ﬁ
Keywords E o
Holy Qur’an, culture, pathology, obstacle, development of Qur’anic culture. § ﬁ;‘
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Introduction

Islam, as one of the most important sources of identity and value-orientation, plays a decisive role
in shaping and directing the social behavior of Muslims. The Holy Qur’an, as the divine scripture
and the primary source of Islamic teachings, provides numerous principles and foundations for
both individual and social lifestyles. The Qur’anic lifestyle, as a comprehensive and holistic
model, not only emphasizes the personal dimensions of life but also extensively covers
sociological foundations, thereby playing a crucial role in social interactions. In today’s world-
where globalization and modernity exert significant influence on societies-understanding and
explaining these foundations are vital for preserving religious identity and strengthening healthy,
sustainable social relations. A precise knowledge of these foundations can help resolve many
social challenges. The review of prior research shows that no dedicated study has so far addressed
the sociological foundations of lifestyle within social interactions. Hence, clarifying the
relationship between the individual and society, their reciprocal influence, and the sociological
foundations of the Qur’anic lifestyle in the domain of social relations constitutes the main aim of
this study.

Methodology

This developmental research is qualitative in nature, using a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on library sources, Qur’anic verses, and prophetic traditions. It seeks to explain and
analyze the sociological foundations of the Qur’anic lifestyle in the sphere of social interactions.
Findings

Sociological foundations refer to those religious principles and directives that have become
fundamental norms shaping individual behavior and social conduct. In sociology, such
foundations serve as basic concepts and theories for analyzing society and social processes,
helping us to understand how societies function, how structures and processes are shaped by
culture, economy, and power, and how these factors interact. The Qur’anic lifestyle foundations in
social interactions can be categorized into three domains: ontological, anthropological, and
sociological. This is because any discussion of foundations implies an inquiry into a worldview-
how a system conceives of God, the world, human beings, and society-which in turn informs
social and cultural interpretations.

Amid the accelerating trend of globalization and the spread of values often in conflict with
religious teachings, Islamic societies are confronted with unprecedented challenges. Within this
context, the Qur’anic lifestyle, shaped by divine principles and moral values, is recognized as a
stable and resilient model that can withstand these challenges, preserve itself within modern social
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interactions, and contribute to the improvement of social life. Accordingly, attention to the
foundations of lifestyle is critical, since they shape how individuals behave within society. The
sociological foundations of the Qur’anic lifestyle-by promoting morality, cooperation, and
honesty-create a positive environment for social interactions. By emphasizing rationality and the
clear demarcation of truth and falsehood, they help individuals approach social issues with
wisdom and discernment. Thus, these foundations reinforce social cohesion as well as personal
and collective growth.

From this perspective, the most significant sociological foundations of the Qur’anic lifestyle
include: belief in both material and spiritual dimensions of life; the purposeful nature of society;
social progress and movement toward perfection; the necessity of guiding leaders and adherence
to role models; the indispensability of morality and value-orientation in social behavior; the
authority of reason in social conduct; and the necessity of maintaining clear boundaries between
truth and falsehood in social interactions.

Conclusion

The Qur’anic lifestyle, understood as the framework within which an individual’s life is shaped, is
profoundly influenced by the prevailing beliefs and values of both the individual and society. The
general, fixed rules derived from Qur’anic perspectives, values, and behavioral patterns in social
relations are what constitute the sociological foundations of the Qur’anic lifestyle in social
interactions. These foundations deeply influence how individuals behave socially, ensuring that
their actions contribute not only to their own growth but also to the well-being of society. Such a
framework can lead to the creation of more balanced and sustainable communities. Among the
most important foundations are: belief in a dual material-spiritual life; the purposeful nature of
society; social development and advancement toward perfection; the need for guiding leaders and
role models; the necessity of morality and value-orientation in social interactions; the governance
of reason in social conduct; and the requirement to distinguish clearly between truth and falsehood
in social behavior.
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Introduction

The technological era, despite its many advantages, has brought challenges such as materialism, a
decline in direct social interactions, and the rise of excessive externalism. These transformations
highlight the necessity of a balanced lifestyle grounded in spiritual and moral values. The Qur’an,
as a divine source, provides a comprehensive framework for designing an Islamic lifestyle, and
within this framework, Suirat al-Nur holds a special place due to its thematic comprehensiveness.
This surah, through its principles of chastity, responsibility, and social ethics, offers an
educational model for achieving human perfection and well-being. The present article investigates
the pedagogical functions of Stirat al-Niur in order to integrate them into an all-dimensional
educational approach capable of responding to the challenges of the modern age.

Methodology

The study employs thematic analysis, a qualitative method that identifies and interprets both
explicit and latent themes through coding. The process involves three levels: basic themes,
organizing themes, and global themes. In this research, Sirat al-Niir was carefully studied, basic
themes were extracted, and then analyzed and organized into broader themes using MAXQDA
software. On this basis, an educational model of Islamic lifestyle was designed, offering a
comprehensive approach suitable for the modern era.

Findings

The article presents a holistic educational model of Islamic lifestyle in Sarat al-Ndr,
corresponding to the six domains outlined in Iran’s Fundamental Transformation Document of
Education.

Doctrinal, devotional, and ethical domain: Addressing the human need for spirituality in the
technological age, Siirat al-Nur emphasizes faith, righteous action, and adherence to moral values.
True faith unites belief and practice, with noble character as its outcome.

Social and political domain: Constructive social interactions are highlighted as essential for
confronting hostile plots, with encouragement for simple and equitable marriages, respect for
privacy, and the reform of improper interactions. Improving the judicial system through evidence-
based rulings and just punishments contributes to a secure environment.

Economic and professional domain: Against modern materialism, the surah advocates orienting
wealth and livelihood toward divine purposes, practicing moderation, and trusting God when
facing financial challenges. Marriage is also presented as a safeguard for religion and moral
integrity.
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Aesthetic and artistic domain: In the age of virtual communications, where true appreciation of
beauty is diminished, the surah emphasizes collective expressions of kindness within families, the
recognition of spiritual beauty and divine mercy, and reflection upon the natural world as a sign of
monotheism.

Scientific and technological domain: While valuing scientific progress, the surah offers guidance
for dealing with challenges such as misinformation and declining trust, promoting truth-seeking
and transparency to rebuild public confidence.

Bodily and biological domain: In response to excessive externalism, modest dress and corrective
vision are encouraged. Veiling is presented as a cultural identity marker preventing confusion and
loss of identity, fostering focus on character rather than appearance, and protecting mental health.
Conclusion

Modern technological and social transformations have brought not only advantages but also
critical crises: spiritual decline, materialism, an explosion of information, and extreme
externalism. Inspired by Siirat al-Nir, this study proposes an educational model of Islamic
lifestyle to address these challenges. By grounding each of the six domains-spiritual, social,
economic, aesthetic, scientific, and bodily-within Qur’anic principles, the model provides
practical strategies to strengthen Islamic values and to offer viable responses to the dilemmas of
the modern age.

Keywords

educational model, crises of the modern age, comprehensive approach, Islamic lifestyle, Sirat al-
Niir.

Ethical Considerations

Compliance with research ethics. The authors observed the ethical principles in conducting and
publishing this scholarly research, and this is confirmed by all of them.

Conflict of interest

The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest.

Funding statement

The authors declare that no funds, grants, or other support were received during the preparation of
this manuscript.

ZA

Nassaj, Maryam., & Sadegian, Mehri




VOL6
NO3

Educational modeling of Islamic lifestyle in SUrat al-NUr with a comprehensive approach in the modern age

2025

Refrences

The Holy Qur’an.

Nahj al-Balagha.

Abedi Jafari, H., et al. (2011). Thematic analysis and network of themes. Andisheh-ye Modiriat-e Rahbordi, 5(2),
151-198. https://doi.org/10.30497/smt.2011.163 [In Persian]

Abedi Nayrin, A. (2020). Examining the ethical system of chastity in Sarat al-Nir from the perspective of the Qur’an.

‘Olum-e Ensani va Eslami dar Hezare-ye Sevvom, 1(1), 86-90. [In Persian]

Ahmad, S., & Wan Abdullah, W. S. (2023). Falsafah Magasid al-Quran Imam al-Ghazali dan Faham lImu.
International Journal of Islamic Thought, 23(1). https://doi.org/10.24035/ijit.23.2023.262

Al-Sadig, M. b. ‘A. (1992). Man la yahduruhu al-fagih. Daftar Entesharat-e Eslami. [In Arabic]

Al-Tabrisi, Fadl b. Hasan. (1971). Translation of Majma ‘ al-bayan fi tafsir al-Qur’an (H. Nouri Hamadani et al.,
Trans.). Farahani. [In Arabic]

Amalia, S. T., & Mahariah, M. (2023). Living Qur’an and Hadith in an integrated Islamic school. Scaffolding: Jurnal
Pendidikan Islam dan Multikulturalisme, 5(2), 835-850. https://doi.org/10.37680/scaffolding.v5i2.3266

Ayat, N., & Moti’, M. (2020). The role of observing privacy in social health from the perspective of the Qur’an in
Surat al-Niir. International Conference on the Qur’an and Social Health. [In Persian]

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 3(2),
77-101.

Fathi, A., Mir Ahmadi, S. R., & Al-Amiri, Sh. A. (2024). The aesthetics of the artistic image of women in verses 30
and 31 of Surah Noor. Arabic Language and Literature, 20(1), 39-54.

Jan-Bozorgi, M., & Ahmad Panahi, A. (2017). Psychology of men and women. Research Institute of Hawza and
University. [In Persian]

Kargar, H., & Bahmani, Z. (2020). The status of hijab in the structure of verse 31 of Stirat al-Niir and its connection
with the whole surah. Motale ‘at-e Tarbiyyati va Ejtemai Qur’an va Etrat, 3(5), 99-112. [In Persian]

Khademi, M. (2021). Analyzing the believers’ reaction to the fabrications of the enemies against the relatives of the
Muslim leader (with emphasis on verses 11-20 of Sarat al-Nir). Qur’an va Olum-e Ejtemai, 1(4), 58-82. [In
Persian]

Khanifar, H., & Moslemi, N. (2016). Principles and foundations of qualitative research methods. Negah-e Danesh.
[In Persian]

Kulayni, M. b. Ya‘qiib. (2006). Usi/ al-Kafi (S. Hasanzadeh, Trans.). Qaem Al Mohammad. [In Arabic]

Liu, J. (2023). Research on the future school development path based on artificial intelligence. Advances in
Education, Humanities and Social Science Research, 1(4), 376-380. https://doi.org/10.56028/aehssr.4.1.376.2023

Majlisi, M. B. (1982). Bikar al-anwar (S.-E. Mianji & M. B. Behboudi, Eds.). Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-*Arabi. [In
Arabic]

Makarem Shirazi, N. (2003). Selected Tafsir Nemouneh. Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyya. [In Persian]

Mohammadi Reyshahri, M. (2005). Mizan al-hikma. Dar al-Hadith. [In Persian]

Qutb, S. (2004). F7 zilal al-Qur’an. Dar al-Shurtq. [In Arabic]

Rad, A., & Nassaj, M. (2012). Semantic analysis of the term ikhbat with regard to Qur’anic verses and hadiths.
Amuzah-ha-ve Qur’ani, 9(16), 53-72. [In Persian]

Rahimpour Azghadi, H. (2009). Rationality (sociology of development). Tarh-e Farda. [In Persian]

Sajjadi Jazi, M., Ahmadnejad, A., & Habibollahi, M. (2023). An analysis of the Qur’anic culture of istinds in Surat al-
Nir based on the views of exegetes. Qur’an, Farhang va Tamaddon, 4(1), 107-130.
https://doi.org/10.22034/jksl.2023.371419.1167 [In Persian]

£q


https://journals.isu.ac.ir/article_163.html
https://journals.isu.ac.ir/article_163.html
https://doi.org/10.30497/smt.2011.163?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.hijournal.ir/fa/downloadpaper.php?pid=9&rid=3&p=A
https://www.hijournal.ir/fa/downloadpaper.php?pid=9&rid=3&p=A
https://doi.org/10.24035/ijit.23.2023.262?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.37680/scaffolding.v5i2.3266?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://qej.cfu.ac.ir/article_3491.html
https://qej.cfu.ac.ir/article_3491.html
https://ensani.ir/fa/article/500568/%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%A4%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%BA-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%AA%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AA%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A2%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA11-%D8%AA%D8%A7-20-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1-
https://ensani.ir/fa/article/500568/%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%A4%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%BA-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%AA%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AA%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A2%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA11-%D8%AA%D8%A7-20-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1-
https://ensani.ir/fa/article/500568/%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%B4-%D9%85%D8%A4%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%BA-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B9%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%AA%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%AA%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A2%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA11-%D8%AA%D8%A7-20-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1-
https://qd.razavi.ac.ir/article_1220.html
https://qd.razavi.ac.ir/article_1220.html
https://doi.org/10.22034/jksl.2023.371419.1167
https://doi.org/10.22034/jksl.2023.371419.1167
https://doi.org/10.22034/jksl.2023.371419.1167?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Vo

Shaban Zadeh, M. (2021). Examining the causes of the crisis of spirituality from the perspective of Qur’anic
narrations. Afag-e ‘Olum-e Ensani, 5(53), 19-38. [In Persian]

Soltani Birami, E. (2023). Compatibility between spouses: A reflection on the interpretation of verse 26 of Strat al-
Nir. Motale ‘at-e Tafsiri, 14(55), 73-88. [In Persian]

Syryamkin, V., & Syryamkina, E. (2015). Technology management as a tool of innovative strategy of education and
cognitive management. Procedia — Social and Behavioral Sciences, 166, 468-471.

How to cite:

Nassaj, Maryam., & Sadeqian, Mehri. (2025). Educational modeling of Islamic lifestyle in Strat al-Nar

with a comprehensive approach in the modern age. Quran, Culture And Civilization , 6 (3), 51-70.
https:/ /doi.org/10.22034/jks].2025.499123.1430

k3

=G
SR8

Nassaij, Maryam., & Sadeqaian, Mehri



https://ensani.ir/fa/article/493857/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%AA-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%86%DB%8C
https://ensani.ir/fa/article/493857/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%AA-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%86%DB%8C
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/2140890/%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%87%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%87-26-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1?q=%DB%B1%DB%B0.&score=8388618.0&rownumber=51
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/2140890/%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%87%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%87-26-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1?q=%DB%B1%DB%B0.&score=8388618.0&rownumber=51

Quran, Culture And Civilization
VOL 6 NO 3, 2025 , Page 71-94
ISSN 2783-3356

S<

Journal homepage: https:/ /qcc.quran.ac.ir/ [,

Civilizational Convergence: An Analysis of Sacrifice and Jihad in the
Teachings of Buddha and Their Qur’anic Critique
(Strategies, Principles, Objectives, and Characteristics)
Hojjatollah Mehrabi 1 Hamid Elahidoost *

Ebrahim Rezaei Adriyani 2 “*' Mohsen Barghikar 3

1. Lecturer, Department of Qur’an and Hadith, Al-Mustafa International University, Isfahan, Iran (Corresponding Author).

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Qur’anic and Hadith Studies, Al-Mustafa International University, Isfahan, Iran.

3. Lecturer, School of Islamic Sciences and Teachings, Al-Mustafa International University, Isfahan, Iran

4. Assistant Professor of Jurisprudence and Principles, Al-Mustafa International University, Isfahan, Iran.

doi

Article History:
Received: 2024-06-29
Revised.2025-03-05
Accepted: 2025-04-12
Online First: 2025-09-14

Keywords

Civilizational convergence,
Buddhist teachings,
sacrifice in Buddhism,
objectives of self-sacrifice in
Buddhism,

Qur’anic critique.

Type of Article:
Research

Corresponding Email: mehrabi@miu.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22034/jks].2025.456103.1361

Abstract: Self-sacrifice on the battlefield is one of the life-giving themes
emphasized in many human schools of thought. Examining this concept in
living non-monotheistic traditions such as Buddhism-which still has a
considerable number of followers-shows that a rational explanation of the
Qur’anic teachings and the clarification and reinforcement of
commonalities between Islam and Buddhism in relation to self-sacrifice
can bring about significant civilizational convergence among their
adherents. Investigating this issue requires an in-depth study of the
foundations, objectives, and characteristics of self-sacrifice, since these
three domains determine the quality and scope of defensive and sacrificial
teachings within religions and traditions. Using a descriptive-analytical
method, this study explores the general teachings of Buddhism in these
three domains, explains their influence on the spirit of sacrifice and
defense, and then critiques them in light of Qur’anic knowledge. The
findings indicate that Buddhism, drawing upon the Four Noble Truths,
the law of karma, and universal altruistic thought, regards the main

strategy of self-sacrifice in war as granting concessions and offering one’s
interests to the aggressor in order to satisfy the enemy’s material desires.
The Qur’an, while acknowledging the principle of suffering in life and
directing it wisely toward higher goals, critiques the Buddhist objectives,
rejects the notion of the enemy’s reformability in the Buddhist strategy,
and instead affirms the necessity of active defense and sacrifice.
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Introduction

The concept of sacrifice in the context of war has been a central theme throughout history in both
religious and philosophical traditions, often reflecting the moral and spiritual values of each
system. In Buddhism, sacrifice is rooted in the principles of non-violence and altruism,
emphasizing avoidance of conflict through compassion and kindness. By contrast, the Qur’anic
worldview offers a balanced approach that combines mercy and forgiveness with the necessity of
defense under specific circumstances. This study seeks to examine and compare the foundations,
objectives, and practical functions of sacrifice in both Buddhism and Islam, focusing on how their
respective teachings frame ethical conduct in times of war. Through this comparative reading, the
research aims to highlight points of convergence and divergence, showing how religious
frameworks shape ethical perspectives on sacrifice and the morality of conflict.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive—analytical method. First, Buddhist teachings are analyzed
across three main domains: foundational principles (such as the Four Noble Truths and the law of
karma), goals (such as altruism and non-violence), and key features (including compassionate
behavior during conflict). Data were collected from primary Buddhist sources and reliable
secondary literature. These findings were then critically assessed in light of Qur’anic teachings,
particularly verses addressing jihad, defense, and the philosophy of suffering. Classical Islamic
exegetical traditions, alongside modern interpretive approaches, were utilized to evaluate
strengths and limitations of the Buddhist view of sacrifice. By combining textual analysis with
conceptual critique, the study provides a balanced perspective, aiming at a deeper understanding
of how these two traditions engage the question of sacrifice in war.

Findings

The comparative analysis reveals striking differences between Buddhist and Islamic conceptions
of sacrifice, especially regarding their approaches to war. In Buddhism, the notion of sacrifice is
profoundly shaped by the Four Noble Truths, which view suffering as a universal condition and
identify ethical living and mental discipline as the path to liberation. The law of karma reinforces
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this outlook, emphasizing consequences of actions and encouraging non-violent strategies even in
situations of conflict. Sacrifice, in the Buddhist sense, is closely tied to altruistic behavior:
compassion is prioritized over confrontation. A notable example is the Buddha’s insistence on
quelling the greed of enemies through generosity and forgiveness-a strategy aimed at dissolving
hostility without recourse to violence. This orientation reflects Buddhism’s overarching aim to
reduce harm and cultivate compassion even toward adversaries.

Yet, when measured against Qur’anic teachings, limitations of this stance become apparent. The
Qur’an articulates a broader and more multi-dimensional conception of sacrifice, encapsulated in
the notion of jihad, which encompasses both spiritual striving and legitimate defense. Qur’anic
verses stress compassion and forgiveness but also sanction defensive action when necessary (e.g.,
Qur’an 2:190-193). Unlike Buddhism’s absolute commitment to non-violence, Islam establishes a
principled balance between altruism and the real need for defense. The study shows that while
Buddhism’s devotion to non-violence is admirable, it remains insufficient in contexts where active
resistance is required to prevent injustice.

Furthermore, the findings demonstrate that Buddhism’s emphasis on individual liberation
sometimes overlooks collective responsibilities, whereas Qur’anic teachings address both personal
and communal dimensions of sacrifice. For instance, the Qur’anic philosophy of suffering
interprets it as a divine test that may necessitate active resistance against oppression-contrasting
with the more passive acceptance of suffering found in Buddhist thought. These differences
underscore the fundamentally distinct ways in which the two traditions approach the ethics of war
and defense.

Conclusion

This comparative study underscores the profound role religious traditions play in shaping ethical
responses to war. The Buddhist model, centered on non-violence and altruism, offers a compelling
framework for conflict resolution through compassion and forgiveness. Its focus on disarming the
greed of adversaries through generosity reflects a deep moral commitment to peace and the
alleviation of suffering. However, the study critiques this perspective for its inadequacy in
situations where defensive action is indispensable, since an absolute prohibition of violence
cannot always address the realities of war and injustice.

In contrast, the Qur’anic approach provides a more balanced and pragmatic model. By integrating
mercy and forgiveness with the necessity of legitimate defense, the Qur’an conceptualizes
sacrifice within jihad, encompassing both spiritual struggle and social responsibility. This
synthesis ensures that Islamic teachings attend to individual spiritual growth while also fulfilling
collective obligations, thus presenting a more comprehensive ethical framework for sacrifice in
war.

Overall, while the Buddhist vision of non-violence remains ethically valuable, Islamic teachings
demonstrate a more realistic and actionable paradigm, especially in contexts demanding active
defense. These findings enrich our understanding of how religious traditions manage the interplay
of sacrifice, morality, and warfare, and they open new avenues for exploring both historical
applications and contemporary relevance of these principles.

Keywords

Buddhist teachings; civilizational convergence; Qur’an; critique of Buddhism; objectives of
sacrifice in Buddhism; sacrifice in Buddhism.
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Abstract: Since the teachings of the divine prophets contain the foundations
for the emergence and formation of civilization, the study of Qur’anic
narratives serves as one of the most important sources for uncovering these
foundations. Through an analysis of these stories, it is possible to address
some of the problems of contemporary societies and to identify certain
components of Islamic civilization. However, as the verses and chapters of
the Quran were revealed under specific historical circumstances-and the
narratives of the prophets are no exception-different portions of these stories,
relevant to the mission of the Prophet of Islam, were revealed within various
chapters. Accordingly, this article, employing a thematic-tanzili exegetical
style and using a descriptive-analytical and library-based method, seeks to
answer the following question: which components and which sections of the
story of Prophet Noah (PBUH) were revealed under what spatial and
temporal circumstances, and what is the relationship between the mentioned
segment of the narrative and the surrounding verses of the chapter in which
it occurs? Furthermore, how does this contextualization between
circumstances and the story of Prophet Noah (PBUH) reflect the components
of Islamic civilization? The application of this exegetical approach to the
story reveals that Qur’anic narratives were revealed in harmony with the
overarching objectives of each chapter as well as the various conditions of
the life of the Prophet (PBUH), the Muslims, and the opponents of Islam. All
parts of the story of Prophet Noah (PBUH) appear in Meccan chapters, and
from them the following components of Islamic civilization can be derived:
loyalty to God and His messengers, prayer, piety, warning and glad tidings,
patience in the face of repeated trials, the empowerment of the oppressed,
industrial and economic strength, trust in God, and explanatory jihad
through migration.
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Introduction

Civilization is the manifestation of purposeful and systematic advances within one or more
societies, grounded in a clear worldview that takes on a meaningful and disciplined form and
guides society toward its intended destination (Gholami, 2017, p. 31). Hence, civilization has a
profound and fundamental relationship with religion, as reflected in the missions of the divine
prophets and their paths of guidance. A study of the objectives of the prophets’ missions in the
Qur’an and their practical conduct demonstrates the foundations of a monotheistic civilization
designed to universalize religious teachings and promote human progress in both material and
spiritual realms. By carefully analyzing the stories of the prophets and the experiences of their
communities, one can discover solutions to some of today’s human and social problems.

This research proceeds from the assumption that the story of Noah (PBUH)-as the first prophet of
resolute will (ulu al-‘azm) and bearer of divine law, whose mission spanned a very long period-
contains the earliest indicators and frameworks of civilization-building. Reflecting on this
narrative can help guide contemporary humanity, often bewildered and disoriented, toward the
reconstruction of a religious civilization. However, since the Qur’an was revealed to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) over twenty-three years in varying temporal and spatial contexts, certain
questions arise: Which parts of Noah’s story were revealed in which surahs, and under what
historical and social circumstances? What is the relationship between the revealed verses
concerning aspects of Noah’s life and the particular conditions of the time and place of revelation?
And how does correlating these circumstances with the scope of Noah’s story contribute to
clarifying the components of Islamic civilization?

The sequential revelation of these narratives certainly contained wisdom, for just as with many
truths, if they are examined outside the context of their revelation, their meaning can be
misunderstood. This makes it necessary to reconstruct the order of revelation of the prophetic
stories in the Qur’an, study the circumstances surrounding each portion of revelation, and analyze
them in terms of content, so that the outcomes and lessons of the prophetic narratives may be
understood in their situational contexts.

Methodology

This study examines the story of Noah (PBUH) through the method of sequential thematic
exegesis (tafsir mawdii 1-tanzili). In this method, the exegete grounds their understanding of the
Qur’an in its gradual revelation, analyzing the internal relationships within each verse and the
context of the verses within a surah, while also taking into account the temporal, environmental,
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and social circumstances of revelation. The exegete then uncovers the epistemic and guiding
system of the surahs across the twenty-three years of gradual revelation. By mapping the
structural and thematic geometry of the surahs and verses alongside one another, the exegete
arrives at a more precise understanding of the Qur’an and the divine objectives behind its
revelation (Behjatpour, 2013, p. 46).

This approach allows for pedagogical, historical, and methodological insights into the Qur’an’s
perspective on a given topic. One of the main benefits of this method is that by studying a topic in
the order of revelation, one can grasp the process by which religious values were institutionalized
in society-something that is often overlooked in conventional thematic exegesis. For example,
while traditional thematic studies of the Qur’anic verses on charity (infaq) have explained its
importance, types, uses, and obstacles, they have rarely addressed how, through what stages,
charitable behavior is cultivated into a lasting moral and social trait. A study of revelation order
enables us to answer such questions and trace the process by which a personal act evolves into a
social practice (Khamegar, 2010, p. 242).

In this study, the criterion for the order of revelation follows narrations on the subject, the most
reliable being that transmitted from “Ata and Abu Karib, reported by Ibn ‘Abbas. Scholars such as
Nekounam (2001, p. 142) in An Introduction to the Dating of the Qur’an and Behjatpour (2013, p.
345) in Sequential Exegesis of the Qur’an have examined these narrations critically and provided
ordered tables of revelation.

Findings

The essential components of Islamic civilization derived from the sequential analysis of Noah’s
story include: prayer; industrial and economic capability; divine scripture; loyalty to divine
authority and belief in the afterlife; explanatory jihad; glad tidings and warnings; God-
consciousness (taqwa); the cultivation of civilization-building individuals; trustworthiness;
reliance upon God; support for the oppressed; vigilance; love and compassion within the family;
patience and perseverance; and migration.

Conclusion

The Qur’anic surahs were revealed to the Prophet (PBUH) under diverse historical and social
conditions, each pursuing specific aims. Moreover, the Qur’an never recounts a prophetic story in
its entirety; rather, each story is narrated in fragments across different surahs, each fragment
serving the thematic and guiding purpose of its respective surah. The Qur’anic narratives are
multi-dimensional, each dimension conveying a particular moral or pedagogical message. Hence,
in various contexts, different aspects of a prophet’s story are highlighted.

At the same time, all prophets across all ages followed a single path, and the hostility of their
opponents displayed consistent patterns throughout history. The story of Noah (PBUH) appears in
eight surahs-all Meccan: al-Qamar, al-A ‘raf, al-Shu‘ara’, Yinus, Htad, Nih, al-Mu’mintin, and al-
‘Ankabiit. These surahs were revealed during the early years of the Prophet’s mission, prior to the
migration, when the believers were a minority facing severe pressure from idolaters. They aimed
both to call and warn the polytheists, and to console and encourage the Prophet and the believers.
The order of revelation of Noah’s story is grounded in the twin theological principles of divine
unity (tawhid) and prophethood (nubuwwa). Its features include calls to accept God’s authority
and reject false gods; warnings against obstinacy and harsh opposition to false beliefs; refutations
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of empty superstitions; reminders of the ultimate fate of prophets, their followers, and their
opponents; and the divine method of calling disbelievers to persuasion through reasoned appeal.
Keywords

Islamic civilization; Qur’anic narratives; story of Prophet Noah (PBUH); sequential thematic
exegesis.
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Introduction

Qur’anic manuscripts, as sacred texts, not only transmit the divine word but also bear witness to
the art, culture, and intellectual traditions of different historical periods. Paratextuality, one of the
core concepts of the French theorist Gérard Genette’s theory, emphasizes the external and
threshold relationships between a text and its audience, encompassing the space that readers
encounter before entering the main text. In the Qur’an, this space includes ornaments,
illuminations, verse division markers, and similar features. These ornaments are both decorative
and communicative, mediating between the text and its readers. Focusing on Qur’anic ornaments,
this article examines them as paratexts which, over time, have served not only decorative purposes
but also facilitated the reading, teaching, and spiritual experience of the Qur’an. The study thus
seeks, within the framework of Genette’s paratextuality, to provide a contemporary account of the
reciprocal relationship between the Qur’anic text and its paratexts within the historical context of
Iranian culture.

Methodology

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach within a historical framework, with data
collected through library sources and examination of Qur’anic manuscripts. Purposefully selected
samples consist of manuscripts produced within the Persianate cultural sphere across different
periods of Islamic history. The analysis focuses on paratexts such as frontispieces, opening pages,
verse division markers, prostration signs, and takhmis and ta‘shir notations, which are
categorized, analyzed, and evaluated through Genette’s paratextual framework. Since Genette
originally based his theory on printed literary works, this study applies and adapts his framework
creatively to Qur’anic manuscripts. The objective is to extract semantic, functional, and
communicative patterns of ornaments as paratextual elements mediating between the Qur’an and
its readers.

Findings

The findings show that, according to Genette’s theory, Qur’anic ornaments occupy a paratextual
position of the peritext type-that is, they are physically embedded within the book’s structure,
surrounding the text and functioning as its threshold. Analysis reveals that these elements are not
merely visual embellishments; rather, they perform clear communicative, educational, and
functional roles. Genette structures paratextuality around spatial, temporal, modal, relational, and
functional dimensions, and Qur’anic ornaments can be grouped accordingly: (1) purely decorative
and honorific elements (such as opening pages, frontispieces, and inscriptions); (2) dual-purpose
elements with both decorative and functional roles (e.g., takhmis and ta‘shir signs, prostration
markers, and verse endings, which both beautify and guide recitation); and (3) codicological and
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structural elements (such as tables, pagination, and indices) that organize the manuscript’s layout
and shape the reading experience. Some ornaments, like the use of abjad letters to indicate verse
groupings, functioned as symbolic codes that engaged readers directly.
The study further shows that, while early ornaments carried symbolic and esoteric meanings, over
time-with the spread of literacy, the rise of scribes and illuminators, and the increasing prestige of
manuscripts-they evolved into more elaborate yet more widely accessible forms. Historically,
these ornaments played a central role in facilitating the reading and teaching of the Qur’an,
especially in societies where Qur’an recitation was integral to religious education. Prostration
markers and verse division signs, originally pedagogical tools, continue to function in modified
forms today. The findings also highlight the contributions of Iranian illuminators and calligraphers
to the development of decorative patterns, where ornaments served not only aesthetic purposes but
also as symbolic codes mediating between the text and its readers, structuring their encounter with
the sacred word.
Conclusion
The study concludes that Qur’anic ornaments can be considered paratexts of the peritext type:
they signify form and convey meaning simultaneously. Illuminations and markers are not merely
decorative but play fundamental roles in facilitating recitation, instruction, and the transmission of
sacred meaning. According to Genette, paratexts act as mediators between text and audience; in
the Qur’an, this mediation is carried out by ornaments that surround the text, shaping its form and
providing cues for reader engagement. Many ornaments, particularly those marking divisions,
were originally designed to serve the text’s practical needs, but over time became sophisticated
artistic forms reflecting broader social and cultural changes. This transition mirrors the Qur’an’s
movement from private to public reading contexts and the evolving media environment of Islamic
societies. Thus, Qur’anic ornaments must be understood not merely as embellishments but as
communicative phenomena that define reading as both an individual act and a collective, cultural
practice. Ultimately, they constitute an inseparable part of the Qur’anic experience, framing the
text visually and guiding the audience toward engagement with its sacred content.
Keywords
Paratextuality, Gérard Genette, Qur’an, ornamentation.
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