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Abstract: Prayer (salah) is one of the most central ritual
practices in Islam and a fundamental requirement of religious
commitment. The Qur'an, throughout both the Meccan and
Medinan periods, promotes prayer through a structured
process aimed at gradually institutionalizing it within society.
Observing the stages of promoting prayer-from its initial
introduction in Mecca to its full establishment in Medina-
reveals a clear model that can be utilized in educational and
missionary contexts. This study, using a descriptive-analytical
method and based on the chronological order of Quranic
revelation, concludes that the Qur'an begins with individual-
focused discourse, then progresses through familial and
societal dimensions. It highlights the communal functions of

prayer, addresses related challenges and impediments, and
continues to emphasize its value and respond to adversarial
propaganda even after its institutionalization. The research
identifies five developmental stages in this process: 1-
Introduction of prayer as a cognitive-ethical and ritual
practice; 2- Promotion of prayer culture on individual and
societal levels; 3- Establishment of discourse and functionalism
centered around prayer; 4- Religious and ethical nation-
building through prayer; 5- Diagnosis and resolution of
challenges facing the religious community and prayer
observance.The first stage began early in the Meccan period,
followed by the stages of cultural promotion and discourse in
the middle and later parts of the same period. Nation-building
was initiated during the transition to Medina and was
emphasized in the early Medinan period. Finally, during the
late Medinan period, the Qur'an presented a detailed stage of
diagnostic and corrective engagement, affirming the
consolidation of the upright religion with prayer at its core.
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Introduction

The teachings and ordinances of the Qur’an were gradually revealed to the Muslims and went
through distinct phases within the Islamic society of Mecca and Medina. Studying the historical
sequence of these revelations helps to establish clear developmental models for each subject. One
of the major benefits of identifying the timing of Qur’anic verses-whether pre- or post-Hijrah-is
gaining a more accurate understanding of early Islamic events and the proper contextualization of
the Prophet’s Sunnah.

In this regard, the present study seeks to examine the verses related to prayer in the Qur’an
according to the chronological order of revelation and to analyze the process by which prayer was
institutionalized and consolidated in the Muslim community. These verses were revealed under
varying circumstances-some during the early Meccan phase, others during the establishment of
Islamic governance in Medina. A close reading of this chronological trajectory in light of the
diverse social and cultural contexts of Mecca and Medina enables us to identify a structured,
phased process of how prayer became a social institution.

Methodology

The study uses a descriptive-analytical approach to investigate the institutionalization of prayer
based on the chronological descent of Qur’anic siirahs. Data were gathered through library and
citation-based research. The primary data for analysis consist of Qur’anic verses, with secondary
support from tafsir literature.

The research method is rooted in content analysis using a tanzilt (chronological revelation)
framework. In the first step, verses related to prayer were identified; in the second, they were
arranged according to the order of revelation. Then, based on thematic axes and situational
context, their content was analyzed and interpreted. To understand the sequence of revelation, the
study relies on classical reports about siirah chronology-mainly attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas and
transmitted through figures like Abt Salih and Muhammad ibn Sa’ib al-Kalbi-as cited in works
such as al-Ya“qubi’s Tarikh. According to these reports, 82 siirahs were revealed in Mecca and 32
in Medina, and their order is marked using the particle thumma (then), which this study uses as a
basis for analysis. The research also incorporates Muhammad Hadi Ma ‘rifat’s critical arrangement
of stirah chronology, which draws upon versions by both Ibn ‘Abbas and Jabir ibn Zayd.
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Findings

Analyzing the prayer-related verses in chronological order reveals a structured model for the
institutionalization and consolidation of prayer within the Islamic society. The Qur’an initially
emphasizes the individual dimension of prayer. It then gradually introduces its familial and social
aspects, eventually embedding it into the community through a five-stage process:

1.Introducing prayer as a spiritual-ethical and ritual practice.

2.Cultural normalization of prayer at both individual and social levels.

3.Discourse formation and functional framing centered on prayer.

4.Religious and ethical community-building through prayer.

5.Diagnosis and removal of challenges, including answering objections and criticisms.

The spiritual and ritual nature of prayer was established from the earliest Meccan revelations. The
stages of cultural normalization and discourse formation unfolded during the middle and late
Meccan periods. The phase of ethical and religious community-building was initiated as Muslims
prepared to emigrate to Medina and establish an Islamic polity, and it continued into the early
Medinan period. Finally, during the later Medinan phase, a comprehensive process of diagnostic
reflection and critique was developed, reinforcing the foundations of religion-particularly the
central role of prayer.

Conclusion

The Qur’an presents a developmental framework for prayer that begins with individual
engagement, then expands to familial and societal dimensions, followed by outlining its functional
roles in the community. It concludes by addressing the potential harms and objections surrounding
prayer. Even after the institutionalization of prayer, the Qur’an continues to highlight its
significance, benefits, and to refute adversarial narratives.

From the outset of the Meccan period, prayer was introduced as a defining ritual. The cultural
normalization and discourse formation phases followed in mid- and late-Meccan stages.
Community-building efforts began during the preparatory phase for the Hijrah and continued into
the early Medinan stage. Finally, the phase of critical analysis and consolidation was articulated in
the late Medinan period, culminating in a firm Qur’anic emphasis on prayer as the cornerstone of
din qayyim-the upright religion.

Keywords

Cultural Normalization of Prayer, Institutionalization of Prayer, Religious Community-Building,
Chronological Revelation, Meccan and Medinan Phases.
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Introduction

Civilization represents the highest order of human relational systems among diverse social groups.
A civilization grounded in the human fitrah (primordial disposition) aims at self-mastery and
moral refinement-unlike civilizations built upon instinct and material domination. Such a
civilization requires a society founded on ethical virtues. Inner purity and moral excellence are of
greater importance than merely external legal systems, as only through adherence to ethical
principles can corruption and injustice be prevented.

While taqwa (piety) prepares the human heart for constructive civilizational participation, its
absence gives rise to moral decay, anti-social behavior, and ultimately civilizational regression.
Envy (hasad) is among the most destructive vices, capable of generating deep social rifts and
widespread disunity. When left unchecked, it transcends the personal realm and undermines the
social and civilizational fabric of society.

Methodology

This study employs a theological and inferential approach to examine Qur’anic verses,
particularly in Strat al-Baqgarah, to address the following question: How does a personal and
ethical vice such as envy extend into macro-social and civilizational domains according to the
Qur’an and relevant traditions?

The method of inferential interpretation involves posing external questions to the Qur’anic text-
guestions whose answers are not explicitly embedded within the text's lexical surface. In this
approach, a non-Qur’anic conceptual system is applied to the Qur’an in search of its implied
response.

Findings

Envy is presented in the Qur’an as a disease of the heart that extends into the social domain,
leading to intergenerational discord and disrupting the global order that a just civilization seeks to | . &%
establish. Motivated by arrogance and material desire, human beings fall into rivalry and envy- dﬂ”"“’“
referred to in the Qur’an as baghy (2:213). Historically, societal elites-scholars, religious
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authorities, and political leaders-have opposed prophets and divine law out of envy and internal
corruption, perpetuating disunity and corruption across generations.

The distortion of religion, substitution of divine laws with man-made ones, and consolidation of
religious and political authority (e.g., by the medieval Church) led to immense violence, such as
the centuries-long Crusades. These movements catalyzed a transformation in Western thought,
ultimately replacing God-centered worldviews with secular humanism (hanthropocentrism).

The Qur’an and Hadith literature identify two forms of envy that threaten civilizational integrity:
1.Envy of disbelievers toward Muslims-aimed at inducing apostasy, obstructing Islamic unity,
and dismantling Islamic civilization. Contemporary expressions of this include promoting
Western cultural hegemony, vilifying Islam as regressive, instigating ethnic and sectarian
divisions, and undermining Islamic brotherhood.

2.Envy among Muslims-resulting in internal division, distrust, and alignment with imperial
powers. This has led to a lack of collective Islamic identity and fragmented responses to shared
challenges. The failure of Islamic nations to collaborate on scientific, cultural, or political fronts
stems largely from this internalized vice.

The study finds that envy, especially among the khassa (elites), constitutes one of the most serious
obstacles to Islamic civilizational development.

Conclusion

Drawing upon Qur’anic verses and prophetic traditions, the study concludes that envy-identified
also as baghy-is a destructive macro-social vice. It is the root of many social and political sins and
has grave consequences at the civilizational level. Historically, envy among elites was the primary
cause of opposition to prophets and divine legislation. Replacing divine law with human
constructs did not bring about salvation but led instead to moral decay, the collapse of social
cohesion, and the global rise of exploitative hierarchies.

The vice of envy presents both internal and external threats to civilizational progress. Internally, it
leads to spiritual corrosion, social fragmentation, and the breakdown of cooperation across
communities. Externally, disbelievers harbor resentment toward Muslim faith and independence,
and they exploit internal envy to sabotage Islamic unity (2:105). Without heightened awareness
and strategic preparedness, envy undermines social solidarity and weakens prospects for a unified
and empowered Muslim ummah.

Ultimately, the civilizational spread of a psychological and moral illness like envy underscores the
urgent need to cultivate spiritually upright individuals. Without confronting and managing such
inner vices in the realm of human relations, a society cannot progress toward spiritual excellence
or achieve the holistic goals of civilizational advancement.
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2 .Chantal Mouffe.
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Introduction

Stirat al-Ahzab addresses a wide range of issues, including rulings on adoption, the Battle of the
Confederates, the campaign against Banti Qurayzah, the Prophet’s (s) marital life and his wives,
the admonition of the Prophet’s wives, the divorce of his adopted son’s wife and the Prophet’s
marriage to her, the verse of purification (ayat al-tathir), threats against the hypocrites and
disbelievers, and other matters. The diversity of topics has led some to perceive the siirah as
lacking thematic coherence. Critics have, based on such diversity, described the Qur’an as a
disorganized text. Furthermore, the verse concerning the Prophet’s marriage to his adopted son’s
former wife has triggered negative judgments about the Prophet’s character.

However, given the contextual and situational coherence of Qur’anic discourse, Strat al-Ahzab,
like other siirahs, possesses a central communicative purpose. This study argues that by
employing components of Laclau and Mouffe’s political discourse theory, particularly in relation
to antagonism and discursive conflict, this coherence and purpose can be identified and
demonstrated.

Methodology

This research is based on a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on library sources. Drawing
upon select components of Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory-including discursive
antagonism, floating signifiers (dal-s), nodal points (dal markazi), and hegemonization strategies-
we analyze the verses of Siirat al-Ahzab accordingly. In addition to tafsir literature, we also
examine hadith reports, which illuminate the situational contexts of many verses.

Findings

The content of Siirat al-Ahzab reveals that two conflicting discourses confronted one another at
the time of its revelation. The discourse of Tman (faith) was supported by God, the Prophet, and
the true believers. Key features of this discourse included unwavering belief in divine promises
and sincerity in faith. Its central signifiers were belief in the divine nature of the Prophet’s
mission, the special status of the Prophet’s family, and the finality of prophethood-khatam al-
nabiyyin-which functions as the nodal point of this discourse.

In contrast, a competing discourse of ignorance and hypocrisy (jahl wa nifaq) emerged, W
represented by hypocrites and those whom the Qur’an describes as having diseased hearts. The | = e
signifiers of this discourse included: doubt and unstable belief, the diminishing of the Prophet’s
divine status, and portraying succession to the Prophet as hereditary. The latter functioned as the
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nodal point of the anti-Prophetic discourse. This analysis is supported by both the Qur’anic text
and relevant traditions.

The stirah presents both the antagonistic actions of the nifaq discourse and the hegemonizing ,
strategies of the Tman discourse. Drawing on Laclau and Mouffe’s framework, we identify several

hegemonization methods used in the siirah: fé‘}
*Exposing the hypocritical nature of the opposing discourse, ’5'
*Emphasizing the Prophet’s position as God’s messenger and last prophet, = t:‘(
*Recasting political actors: the Prophet is not the father of any man, but the Messenger and the é” “‘o&
Seal of the Prophets; his wives are mothers of the believers; Zayd is not the Prophet’s son, % *ﬁ
*Employing “accessibility strategies” to explain complex issues, QE “*‘:L
*Using “credibility strategies” to establish truth through tangible examples, such as the fulfillment 3 \&
- - - - > »{"é
of divine promises in the Battle of the Confederates. £ \
wn X

Conclusion

Discourse analysis of Sirat al-Ahzab through the lens of Laclau and Mouffe’s theoretical
framework reveals a coherent structure with a unified nodal point. While the siirah appears, at first
glance, to contain disparate themes, discursive analysis demonstrates that all its components serve
a singular purpose.

The discourse of ignorance and hypocrisy sought to reinterpret prophethood as a human
institution, invoking pre-Islamic traditions that enabled succession through hereditary means-
particularly the adoption of Zayd as the Prophet’s heir. Since the Prophet had no biological sons,
this view cast Zayd as a potential successor.

Stirat al-Ahzab counters this narrative through strategic hegemonization, clarifying the Prophet’s
status as the final messenger of God and negating the possibility of hereditary prophethood. The
central meaning of the strah thus lies in affirming the Prophet’s khatamiyyah (finality of
prophethood) and the non-hereditary, divine basis of succession.
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Introduction

The status of the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt (a), the two legacies of the Prophet (s), and the
importance of adherence to both in order to avoid misguidance after him are well-established
among Muslims. The Prophet is introduced in the Qur’an as the “best exemplar” (uswatun
hasanah), and accordingly, the Ahl al-Bayt (a), as his successors and trustees, share in this
exemplary status. The verbal and practical conduct (sunnah) of the Ahl al-Bayt, alongside the
Qur’an, forms a foundational source of Islamic law, supplemented by reason and consensus. All
disciplines of Shari‘ah, tariqah, and haqiqah originate from these sources. Moreover, the speech
and actions of the infallibles (a) were grounded in the Qur’an, and they cited the Qur’an in
specific ways, which this article seeks to examine and explain.

Methodology

This study aims to identify the various types and methods of Qur’anic citation employed by the
Infallibles (a) through a descriptive-analytical method. Data were collected using both library
research and digital search of hadith sources. The target community for this study comprises
religious adherents-those above the level of the general public-who possess the intellectual and
hermeneutical capacity to understand and interpret the Qur’an. The study does not focus on those
without a sound grasp of religion or those unable to derive arguments from the Qur’an.

Findings

After the Prophet (s), some of his companions insisted on the authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) and
their sayings alongside the Qur’an, refusing to accept a caliphate based solely on the Qur’an.
Others, relying on a claimed consensus (ijma‘) of the ummabh, insisted on slogans such as “The
Book of God is sufficient for us,” reducing the Prophet’s legacy to the Qur’an alone. For this
second group-which constituted the majority-the Qur’an was the sole valid source. In such a
context, the insistence of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) on grounding their words and actions in the Qur’an,
especially when others claimed to adhere to the Qur’an but acted contrary to it, demonstrated the
falsity of those claims and the truthfulness of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) and their followers.

For instance, when a man commented on Imam Sadiq’s (a) elegant cloak, the Imam responded
that such clothing was permissible, citing the example of Imam Husayn (a), who wore a similar
garment at the time of his martyrdom. The Imam also referred to the case of Ibn ‘Abbas, whom 2
Imam “Ali (a) sent to debate the Khawarij. Ibn ‘Abbas wore fine clothes and rode a fine steed, ’”""/,-v.
which provoked criticism from the literalist Khawarij, who asked why he came dressed like the
arrogant. In response, Ibn ‘Abbas recited the verse: “Say, who has forbidden the adornment of
God which He has produced for His servants and the good things of provision?” (al-A‘raf: 32).
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His reply, grounded in the Qur’an, was directed at those who claimed to follow the Book yet
failed to practice it. Imam Sadiq (a) concluded the narration by saying: “Wear good clothes and

adorn yourself, for God is beautiful and loves beauty-as long as it is lawful.” Thus, the Ahl al-

Bayt (a) established a Qur’anic culture of interpretation, usage, and observance through both word
and deed.

Among the most critical aspects of their practice was their consistent reference to the Qur’an in all
speech and action. True followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) have always emphasized emulating this
pattern. This article finds that the extensive citation of the Qur’an by the Infallibles was part of a
broader cultural project: to normalize Qur’anic grounding in all aspects of life-both behavior and
speech-among the Shi‘i faithful.

Conclusion

1.The Infallibles (a) sometimes cited the apparent meaning (zahir) of the Qur’an-including its
prohibitions, generalities, specificities, implied meanings, and exceptions-and at other times its
inner meanings (batin). In some cases, they extended Qur’anic meanings or cited collections of
verses on a specific theme.

2.Their citations occurred in different contexts: sometimes as an initiating reference, sometimes in
debate and dialogue, and sometimes in response to questions-always grounding their speech,
rulings, or actions in the Qur’an.

3.The volume and diversity of their Qur’anic citations reflect an established, undeniable tradition
of engagement with the Qur’an-contrary to accusations from opponents that the Ahl al-Bayt (a)
and their followers were distant from the Qur’an.

4.Their insistence on citing the Qur’an and aligning their words and deeds with it served as a
model for cultural formation and Qur’anic orientation among the Shi‘ah.

5.A proper explanation of this tradition for followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (a) can serve as a
powerful incentive to make the Qur’an the axis of life, and to root speech and action in its
guidance.

Keywords

Qur’anic Citations, Citing the Qur’an, Methods of Qur’anic Citation, Qur’anic Culture,
Interpretive Traditions, Typology of Tafsir Narratives, Narrated Exegesis.
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Introduction

Inscriptions on carpets are among the most significant spiritual and artistic features of Safavid
carpet weaving. These inscriptions, often composed of Qur’anic verses or supplications, are
written in calligraphic styles such as nasta‘liq, thuluth, or naskh, and are typically placed in the
borders or around the mihrab design of the carpet. Beyond their decorative function, these
inscriptions serve as a medium for expressing Islamic and spiritual concepts. Visual forms in these
carpets, such as the mihrab layout and arabesque motifs, reinforce the spiritual atmosphere evoked
by the inscriptions. This study explores the relationship between Islamic themes, the textual
presence of Qur’anic verses, and the use of inscriptions in selected Safavid mihrab carpets, with a
particular focus on their visual structure and design principles..

Methodology

This study focuses on two Safavid-period mihrab carpets that feature Qur’anic inscriptions as their
central visual element. It offers a descriptive-analytical examination of the visual characteristics of
these carpets, analyzing how Qur’anic texts-especially the Ayat al-Kurst (Q 2:255)-are integrated
into the overall composition. The carpets are studied both in terms of visual placement of the
inscriptions and their interaction with other decorative elements.

Due to limited access, the sample is purposively restricted to two documented carpets: one held in
the Khalili Collection, and the other in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. The research emphasizes
the role of Ayat al-Kursi, given its rich theological and mystical content, in shaping the conceptual
and aesthetic dimensions of both carpets.

The study is qualitative in nature and uses a descriptive-analytical methodology. Historical
background on Safavid-era carpet inscription practices, the text and meaning of Ayat al-KursT, and
visual analysis of the carpets were gathered through library-based sources.

Findings

In Safavid mihrab carpets, the presence of Qur’anic inscriptions-particularly Ayat al-Kursi-is
prominently featured and reveals a deep integration of Islamic concepts within artistic production.
These carpets, while serving a functional and decorative purpose, also become sites for reflection
and spiritual engagement. The inclusion of Qur’anic inscriptions acts as a conduit for religious
contemplation and reminds the viewer of divine teachings.

The frequent use of Ayat al-KursT in carpet inscriptions reflects its significance in Islamic art,
especially in objects used for prayer. The interplay between the calligraphic inscription and
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arabesque motifs enhances this religious symbolism. The carpets’ arabesque elements-designed
with stylized natural patterns and intricate repetitions such as spirals and vines-add visual beauty
while reinforcing the spiritual message conveyed through the inscription.

One of the clearest expressions of this Qur’an-art relationship is the repeated use of visual
symbols connected to sacred space and worship, such as the mihrab-like structure of the prayer
niche, forming the central composition of both carpets examined in this study. These elements
make Qur’anic inscription on mihrab carpets an instrument for spreading Islamic teachings and
creating a dialogue between religious doctrine and artistic form. The result is an artistic object that
also serves as a space for spiritual contemplation.

Conclusion

The presence of Ayat al-Kurst within the architectural structure of the mihrab carpet creates a
unity between meaning and form-between divine speech and human artistic expression. In the
selected examples, the depiction of God’s names and attributes, along with references to
prostration and worship, is framed within a richly adorned mihrab space featuring arabesque
decoration. All of these elements work together to reinforce the message of the verse.

The use of Ayat al-KursT in such carpets serves as a spiritual reminder for worshippers, drawing
attention to the grandeur and majesty of God during acts of prayer. Verses related to standing,
bowing, and prostrating are placed alongside sacred architectural motifs and other religious
symbols to help create a sanctified atmosphere-encouraging spiritual mindfulness and a sense of
divine presence during worship.
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Introduction

The establishment of the Safavid dynasty in Iran in 907 AH (1501 CE) and the continuation of its
rule were accompanied by numerous wars. These conflicts occurred both internally-to suppress
domestic opposition-and externally, in response to foreign threats. While some resulted in Safavid
victories, others ended in failure. Safavid historians were expected to narrate these wars regardless
of the outcome, but in ways that would not displease the ruling monarchs. Accordingly, their
narratives were crafted in alignment with the worldview and religious ideology of the Safavid
state. One of the most prominent features of Safavid war historiography was the incorporation of
Qur’anic verses-referred to as ayeh-negari. The primary aim of this practice was to legitimize the
military actions of the Safavid kings.

Methodology

This study employs a historical-analytical method to examine the issue. Data were collected
through library-based research and analyzed through interpretive reasoning grounded in a variety
of sources. In historical research, the library method remains fundamental and indispensable. The
key sources used in this study are historical texts authored by Safavid historians up to the end of
the reign of Shah ‘Abbas I (d. 1038 AH / 1629 CE). All extant Safavid-era chronicles were
reviewed. While some offered little relevant information, many made significant use of ayeh-
negarl. It appears that the closer a historical account was written to the time of the actual battles,
the more extensive the use of Qur’anic verses.

For example, Futhoihat-e Shahi by Amini Haravi, composed during the reign of Shah Isma‘il,
draws heavily upon Qur’anic citations. In contrast, Tarikh-e ‘Alamara-ye ‘Abbasi, written in Shah
‘Abbas’s reign, relies less on verses when recounting Shah Isma‘il’s battles-though Iskandar Beg
himself draws extensively upon the Qur’an when narrating Shah ‘Abbas’s campaigns. In addition
to first-hand sources from the Safavid period, this study also incorporates findings from modern
research. Ultimately, data were gathered using a library-based approach, and conclusions were
drawn through textual interpretation and critical analysis.

Findings i
Safavid historiography-shaped by the broader ideological atmosphere, Safavid royal policy, and | _ &
the religious foundations of the dynasty-tended to adopt a theological approach to historical 1
writing. Historians acted as ideological agents and legitimacy-builders for the Safavid state. Their ’
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role was to chronicle the dynasty’s numerous military campaigns in a way that covered all aspects
of warfare while simultaneously reinforcing the legitimacy of Safavid rule.

One of the main strategies employed to confer such legitimacy was the use of Qur’anic verses. In
recounting Safavid military history, historians sought not only to detail the kings’ victories but

o

x5
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=

5 also to justify their violent actions on the battlefield. They employed verses that would portray the
,:’1 brutality of war as aligned with divine purposes, thereby presenting acts of war as the
i implementation of God’s commands.

L

Safavid historians attributed military success solely to the will of God and supported this notion
through ayeh-negari. However, in cases of defeat, they typically avoided citing Qur’anic verses
and instead framed the loss as a matter of divine predestination. Although most of the Safavid
conflicts were with other Muslims, historians used verses related to jihad to present these wars as
sacred struggles against unbelievers, similar to the Prophet’s campaigns.

Conclusion

In sum, Safavid historians relied heavily on the Qur’an to legitimize warfare, link events to
scripture, and elevate the status of rulers. The findings indicate that their ayeh-negari narratives
served the following purposes: legitimizing the wars, justifying violent conduct, explaining
defeats in fatalistic terms, and attributing victories to divine will-often by likening the kings to
prophets. The verses were carefully selected to align with and confirm the ideological goals of the
writers.
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