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Abstract: In Islam, the fundamental principle is the freedom
and dignity of human beings, and captivity is viewed as an
imposed and incidental condition on society. Even in
situations where social restrictions are applied, such
limitations, particularly the capture of prisoners, are solely
intended to serve social interests, and not as an act of
oppression, but rather as a preventive measure. Islam
considers war as a necessity and a last resort, and the
philosophy of jihad in Islam aligns with the philosophy of
justifiable defense in the United Nations Charter, clearly
demonstrating the historical precedence of Islamic
humanitarian law over international humanitarian law. The

pragmatic approach of Islam, as reflected in the Quranic verses
regarding prisoners of war, affirms that humanitarian
Type of Article: principles, especially the rights of prisoners of war, have been
Research central to the actions of this religion and its followers in the
wars they have faced. The main research question of this study
is whether the teachings of Islam regarding war and the rights
of prisoners of war are consistent in theory and practice, or
whether they conflict. By examining the Quranic verses and
narrations (theoretical aspect), as well as the approach of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the Imams (A), and the Islamic
armies in warfare (practical aspect), it becomes clear that there
is unity in both theory and practice. The research method is
descriptive-analytical with a historical approach.
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Introduction

Islam fundamentally upholds the principle of human freedom and dignity, viewing captivity as an imposed and
incidental condition. Even in situations where social restrictions, such as taking prisoners, are necessary, they are
implemented solely to safeguard societal interests. These measures are not acts of oppression but preventive actions.
Islam regards war as a necessity and a last resort, aligning its philosophy of jihad with the principle of legitimate
defense as enshrined in the United Nations Charter. This underscores the historical precedence of Islamic
humanitarian law over international humanitarian law.

The pragmatic approach of Islam, as reflected in Quranic verses regarding prisoners of war, demonstrates that
humanitarian standards-such as ensuring the rights of prisoners in various aspects-have been central to Islamic
conduct in warfare. This study addresses the primary question: Are Islamic teachings on war and the rights of
prisoners of war consistent in theory and practice? By examining Quranic verses, hadiths, and the conduct of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the Imams, and Islamic armies in wars, it becomes evident that there is a unity of
theory and practice in these two domains.

Methodology

Given the study's focus on humanities, particularly law, data collection was conducted through library research,
utilizing diverse printed and electronic resources. Islamic legal discussions employed established methods of
reasoning and ijtihad, with the analysis of jurisprudential and legal information grounded in Islamic legal reasoning.
Findings

A review of the theoretical framework and treatment of prisoners of war throughout history reveals robust evidence in
Islam for the material and spiritual rights of prisoners, as documented in Quranic verses, hadiths, and the conduct of
the Infallibles (AS). These principles align with contemporary international humanitarian law and include:

The principle of kindness to prisoners.

Provision of suitable clothing.

Prohibition of forced labor.

Release of incapacitated prisoners.
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Medical care for prisoners.

Prohibition of killing prisoners.

The study concludes that respect for and assurance of prisoners’ rights is a fundamental principle in Islam. Specific
findings include:

Islamic teachings, as the most comprehensive framework for human prosperity, address war under the concept of
jihad. Islam’s humanitarian laws, characterized by realism, foresight, and comprehensiveness, surpass Western
conflict laws in their divine and humane perspective.

Islamic humanitarian law is fundamentally protective, aiming to safeguard all individuals, military or civilian, during
warfare. While differences exist between Islamic and international humanitarian law, both prioritize humanity and
protection.

Islamic teachings, like international humanitarian law, emphasize non-military objectives, including environmental
protection (e.g., water and land) and the prohibition of harm to historical sites and places of worship.

Islamic humanitarian law, rooted in principles of human dignity, justice, and equity, extensively supports prisoners of
war, as seen in concepts like fidyah (ransom) and mann (benevolent release), which have no equivalent in
international law.

Conclusion

Islamic law has a distinguished historical record regarding prisoners of war. At a time when no legal framework
existed for the humane treatment of prisoners, Islam mandated humanitarian principles, never neglecting the ethical
and moral aspects of dealing with prisoners. Islam pioneered the regulation of warfare, establishing humanitarian
laws and recognizing the rights and welfare of prisoners of war.

Islamic law consistently emphasizes that wars are conflicts between systems, not individuals, ensuring the protection
of people wherever military necessity allows. Divine religions have always stressed respecting human and divine
rights during armed conflicts. Islam, addressing all dimensions of human existence, prioritizes prevention over cure
and remains engaged with issues of war to minimize its adverse effects. Unlike some religions that avoid political,
economic, and social matters, Islam’s holistic worldview addresses all aspects of human life.

Fourteen centuries ago, Islam recognized the rights of prisoners of war, including guidance, proper living conditions,
acknowledgment of welfare rights, exemption from forced labor, and humane treatment, as reflected in Quranic
verses. These principles affirm the advanced nature of Islamic humanitarian law compared to contemporary
international humanitarian law.

Keywords: War, Prisoners of War, Islamic Humanitarian Law, Legitimate Defense, Right to Humane Treatment
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commandments and their practical implementation in daily
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framework by promoting their own preferred models.
Ayatollah Khamenei identifies the principles of a righteous
social life as inherently distinct from those of the West,
defining the Islamic lifestyle as adherence to proper social
norms and values derived from the Quran, the traditions of the
Prophet (PBUH), and the teachings of the Imams (AS). This
article explores monotheistic strategies within the Supreme
Leader’s thought to pave the way for a new Islamic civilization
and secure both worldly and eternal well-being. The research
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focusing on reforming monotheistic perspectives and attitudes
in individual and societal contexts. These include aspects such
as religious wunderstanding, spirituality, eschatological
awareness, role modeling, emphasis on religious rituals,
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and hijab. The study employs a qualitative approach,
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content analysis, with its scope covering selected oral (audio-
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Introduction

The true Islamic lifestyle is based on a correct understanding of what is required and prohibited according to the
Quran and Hadith, and applying these principles in daily life. However, the West seeks to alter this culture and
promote its own preferred model. Therefore, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution has presented a different
foundation for a proper social life, emphasizing that the Islamic lifestyle involves adhering to correct social norms and
the teachings derived from the Quran and the conduct of the Prophet and the Infallible Imams. This article aims to
present doctrinal solutions rooted in the Supreme Leader's thought for achieving a new Islamic civilization (both
worldly and spiritual prosperity). The research findings are framed as doctrinal solutions in various aspects, including
the reform of perspectives and beliefs based on monotheism in both individual and social structures, such as religious
knowledge, spirituality, the afterlife, role models, attention to religious rituals, supplication, enjoining good and
forbidding wrong, marriage, and modesty.

Methodology

This qualitative study uses discourse analysis, data-driven methods, and content analysis. The statistical population
consists of some oral (audio and visual) works of the Supreme Leader from 1989 to 2023.

Findings

From the perspective of the Supreme Leader, the goal of introducing Western cultural models is an assault on and
destruction of authentic Islamic values and national culture. Therefore, from his viewpoint, the Quran can answer
questions related to lifestyle: "If we become familiar with the Quran, then this opportunity will arise for thinkers from
various sectors to reflect on Quranic points, deduce things from the Quran, understand them, and answer various
questions.” According to the latest medical findings worldwide, including an article published on the National Library
of Medicine website in 2022, Muslims who have memorized or recited the Quran experience a higher quality of life
and less stress and anxiety (Norateke Cheh et al., 2022, 31). These are confessions that the Western scientific
community cannot deny. Human prosperity occurs when humanity adheres to this healing prescription (the Quran), as
it introduces the true lifestyle. Therefore, the lifestyle of different societies is determined by their dominant culture,

and naturally, in Iranian society, especially after the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the lifestyle of the people
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reflects their religious identity. The Supreme Leader, by raising this issue, considers the strategy to counter the
Western cultural invasion to be the Iranian-Islamic model. From his perspective, lifestyle encompasses more than
what psychologists like Alfred Adler or sociologists like Max Weber, Giddens, or Will Durant have imagined. From
his viewpoint, lifestyle is: "The way of living and behavior of a person, such as the style of marriage, type of housing,
type of clothing, consumption patterns, type of food, cooking methods, entertainment, handwriting, language,
business, behavior in the workplace, university, school, political activities, sports, media use, and behavior with
parents, spouses, children, and others" (Faa'li, 47: 2018). The Supreme Leader, with his strategic insight, familiarity
with strategic management, and understanding of Iranian society and its realities, has chosen the inductive method in
his reasoning, a path that renders the West passive. In the field of strategic studies, from a psychological and
methodological perspective, it is necessary to move inductively based on analyses and observations to approach
macro descriptions, explanations, and predictions, which are the core of strategic studies.

Conclusion

1. Based on the Quranic statements of the Supreme Leader, by designing a strategic roadmap and following
divine sciences and the teachings of the Infallibles (A), we can confront the malicious goals of imperialists.

2. The Supreme Leader, with a comprehensive perspective, believes that the enemy's strategy is focused on
changing lifestyles and engaging in a cognitive war to alter beliefs, and this strategy is backed by theoretical
and scientific support.

3. He emphasizes that the realities of life impact human thought and psyche. Daily behaviors affect the soul and
actions of individuals, thus engaging the spirit of both the individual and those around them. Therefore, the
West seeks to change this lifestyle. Thus, the way to counter this invasion is through promoting and
deepening the religious lifestyle within society.

4. He believes that by reforming attitudes and perspectives through monotheistic spirituality, the solutions
provided by Western culture can be rendered ineffective, as the ultimate goal of humanity is to attain
closeness to God and success. Therefore, lifestyle should be given importance. He also believes that even if
one does not believe in spirituality and spiritual salvation, a comfortable life with psychological and ethical
security still requires a focus on lifestyle.

5. The Supreme Leader considers moving towards the Islamic good life or monotheistic lifestyle as one of the
fundamental issues of Islam, and views the goal of the Prophet’'s mission as inviting to monotheism and
establishing an ideal way of life for humanity through divine revelation.

6. The doctrinal solutions against the Western cultural invasion, as explained in this article from the perspective
of the Supreme Leader, include spirituality and the necessity of piety and self-purification, rationality and
acquiring knowledge, sincerity, utilizing religious role models, paying attention to religious rituals and
supplication, belief in the afterlife, enjoining good and forbidding wrong, marriage and family formation,
and attention to modesty and chastity.

Keywords: Islamic lifestyle, Western lifestyle, doctrinal solutions, Quranic thought of the Supreme Leader.
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Abstract: The foundational structure of monetary economics
and the prerequisite for realizing a resilient economy is the
shift towards a resilient currency. As the nature of money
changes, one should expect the structure of the economy to
follow suit. The economic problems of Iran stem from a real
(not hypothetical) issue known as "inflation," which itself
arises from a faulty credit-based system in the economy,
referred to as "fiat money." This study addresses the challenges
of inflation, sanction vulnerability, and the devaluation of
currency, all of which are inherently linked to the credit-based
nature of money. The solution to these issues lies in
transitioning from fiat money to a stable form of currency, as
Islam provides a comprehensive framework for achieving an
optimal life, which is integral to the realization of a new
Islamic civilization. Alongside the immutable principles of
transactions, Islam has left room for discovering practical
methods that align with contemporary needs. Through an
examination of Quranic teachings, it becomes evident that the
Quran uses the term "Naqdain" (precious metals) rather than
"money," highlighting the importance of maintaining a
relationship between goods. In this research, based on Quranic
principles and employing a descriptive-analytical method, the
concept of issuing an electronic gold voucher with a serial code
is proposed. This system would involve using gold in trade
through electronic gold vouchers based on smart cards, as well
as physically (through minted vouchers). Each gold unit
would carry a serial number, and by tracking the code (serial
number) of circulating vouchers, financial transactions by
individuals or organizations can be monitored, thus
preventing economic corruption. The adoption of gold as a
measure of value would also reduce inflation and eliminate
systemic usury.
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Introduction

The invention of money was aimed at facilitating exchanges, reducing costs, and creating an indirect relationship
between production and consumption. One of Iran's economic problems is the high growth of liquidity, which leads to
inflation, the devaluation of currency, and challenges such as stagflation, poverty, and unemployment. Inflation, as a
credit-based phenomenon, creates many problems. In Islam, every economic transaction must be based on justice,
and compensating for the devaluation of currency without wronging others is important. Therefore, compensation for
currency devaluation, if not in the form of usury, must be carried out in an Islamic and just manner. Islam has precise
principles in all aspects of life, including economics, which are specifically applied in commercial transactions. To
address these issues, using a measure of goods instead of credit money can be an effective solution and help achieve
the goal of Islamic civilization.

Methodology

In this research, based on Quranic teachings and using a descriptive-analytical method, a novel idea titled "Issuance of
Electronic Gold Code Vouchers” was examined and developed. This idea, as a solution based on Islamic principles,
aims to enhance transparency and efficiency in financial and commercial transactions. According to Quranic
teachings, which emphasize justice and fairness in transactions, the proposal for issuing electronic gold code
vouchers is considered a new method for transferring value. This method, in addition to aligning with jurisprudential
principles, could reduce the problems currently present in financial and economic systems, such as inflation and the
devaluation of currency.

Findings

In this research, based on Quranic teachings and using a descriptive-analytical method, a novel idea titled "Issuance of
Electronic Gold Code Vouchers' was proposed to organize and improve the country's financial and commercial

systems. This idea is based on using gold as a reliable economic backing in the form of electronic and physical code
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vouchers. In this new system, gold is used as a legitimate currency in commercial transactions, and each unit of gold
currency has a unique serial number, known as the voucher code.

One of the key features of this system is the use of smart cards for storing and transferring gold vouchers. These cards
allow individuals and organizations to conduct financial transactions electronically and securely. Additionally,
physical gold code vouchers can also be minted, and in cases where physical movement of gold is necessary, these
vouchers can be used as valid proof in transactions. Each electronic gold voucher unit has a unique serial number,
allowing for tracking throughout the financial transaction process.

One of the advantages of this method is its ability to prevent economic corruption. By tracking voucher codes and
monitoring financial transactions, the system significantly reduces the possibility of illegal activities such as money
laundering and financial corruption. Moreover, this system increases transparency in transactions and strengthens
public trust in the economic system.

Reducing inflation and eliminating systemic usury are other significant outcomes of using gold as the standard for
goods in this economic model. Traditionally, monetary systems are based on credit money, which, when
overproduced, leads to inflation and the devaluation of national currency. However, in this new system, since gold is
considered a physical asset with a stable value, inflation is reduced, and the usurious structure of the financial system
is eliminated. Therefore, this plan, in addition to being in line with Islamic jurisprudential principles, can serve as an
effective solution for improving the country's economic situation.

Conclusion

1. The creation of money from nothing, inflation, usury, and the disruption of the balance between the value of
goods are some of the economic challenges the country faces, primarily due to credit money. Inflation,
meaning the devaluation of the rial, occurs when money is credit-based. By changing the nature of money
from credit to fixed currency, one should expect changes in the structure of the economy.

2. Based on Quranic teachings, the standard for measuring goods and services should inherently be resistant to
inflation, immune to sanctions, free from usury, and safeguard the public welfare. The best and most stable
form of real money is gold, which is why Islam emphasizes it; a model used even before the advent of Islam
and based on Shia jurisprudence. Gold and silver are commodities that do not fluctuate much; if values
fluctuate in goods, it is based on supply and demand, which is permissible, but inflation caused by credit
money is harmful and against Sharia.

3. The implementation method involves the better selection of domestic and foreign experiences. This idea is
based on using gold in commercial transactions in the form of electronic gold code vouchers based on smart
cards, as well as in physical form (minting gold code vouchers), with each gold unit having a serial number.

4. With gold vouchers being coded, tracking the voucher code (serial number) in the financial transaction
process of individuals or organizations becomes possible, preventing money laundering, tax evasion, theft,
fraud in both real and virtual spaces, as well as smuggling goods, currency, drugs, and more. Granting loans

and creating credit from nothing in the case of gold money is impossible, and the institutional framework for

£q



creating money from nothing is closed. Consequently, no one can receive large-scale facilities or bank v "" 7
credits by typing money, and the creation of gold money corresponds to the growth of goods and services. As 4‘ ¥ A ;, o/
a result, wealth distribution becomes more equitable, and the gap between social classes and the *
concentration of wealth in the hands of a few are minimized. Due to the liquidity of gold and its almost stable
value across all countries, gold imports will occur simultaneously with the export of domestically produced

goods.

Vahid Salimi

Keywords: Quranic teachings, inflation, standard for measuring goods and services, gold, electronic gold code

vouchers.
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Introduction

Shura (consultation) is an ancient religious and Quranic concept that has evolved in contemporary times, gaining new
meaning in response to the emerging needs of modern Muslim societies. The Quranic exegesis of this concept,
especially by key scholars, has played a significant role in shaping its current interpretation. Notably, there is a
difference in the interpretation of Shura between Shia and Sunni scholars, which reflects divergent political
implications. This paper focuses on the contrasting views of two prominent contemporary scholars, Darvazah (a
Sunni thinker) and Fadlullah (a Shia thinker), in order to explore their governmental theories and the role of Shura
within those frameworks. The study aims to answer the following questions: "What is the theoretical structure of
Islamic governance according to these two thinkers, and what role does Shura play within that structure? What are the
key differences in the function of Shura in their political thought?"

Methodology

The study uses a descriptive—analytical method. Initially, the views of Darvazah and Fadlullah on the Quranic verses
related to Shura were closely examined, and relevant excerpts were extracted. The analysis was further supported by
searching the comprehensive Quranic exegesis software and reviewing other works by both scholars. The data was
categorized and analyzed to provide a comprehensive understanding of their views on the theory of governance and
the role of Shura.

Findings

A comparative analysis of the views of Darvazah and Fadlullah reveals significant differences in their understanding
of the position and function of Shura in Islamic governance. The key differences are as follows:

1. According to Darvazah, the structure of Islamic governance consists of three main components in order of
priority: "the ruler, the Shura council, and the community." In contrast, Fadlullah prioritizes the components
as "the ruler, the community, and the Shura."

2. Darvazah advocates for a "presidential system" of governance, where the ruler and members of the Shura
council are elected directly by the people. Fadlullah, however, supports the "Guardianship of the

Jurisprudent” (Wilayat al-Faqih), which requires both divine legitimacy and popular acceptance.
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3. For Darvazah, the ruler is not only obliged to consult with experts on all matters but must also implement the
best possible solutions derived from the consultation. Thus, for Darvazah, Shura is of intrinsic value (its own
purpose), not merely a procedural means. In contrast, Fadlullah views Shura as a procedural tool, where the
ruler is only obliged to consult experts when lacking the necessary expertise. However, the ruler is not bound
by the outcome of the consultation.

4. Darvazah believes that the establishment of Shura is essential for achieving consensus, especially in matters
related to governance and lawmaking. In contrast, Fadlullah considers Shura to be an advisory body, made
up of trusted experts, without a decisive role in the governance structure.

Both scholars agree on the importance of Shura in the social life of Muslims and emphasize that its scope should be
limited to matters where there is no clear ruling in the Quran and Sunnah. They also agree that the specific framework
and details of Shura should be adapted to the needs of each era.

Conclusion

The differences in the views of Darvazah and Fadlullah regarding the role of Shura in Islamic governance can be
traced back to their respective theological and historical backgrounds. The Sunni perspective, influenced by early
Islamic history and the practices of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH), tends to view the legitimacy of
governance as being shaped by public consensus and consultation. This perspective is reflected in Darvazah's
emphasis on the role of Shura in legitimizing governance. On the other hand, Shia thought, with its emphasis on
divine appointment, views the legitimacy of a ruler as stemming from divine designation, which explains Fadlullah's
perspective on Shura as a non-decisive advisory body. This theological divergence is central to understanding the
differences in their political theories.

Keywords: : Political Theory, Shura (Consultation), Consultation Verses, Darwaza, Fadlallah, Islamic Governance.
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Abstract: The Quran can be analyzed and understood through
diverse perspectives, each shaped by distinct intellectual
concerns and objectives. This diversity has led to the
development of various trends in Quranic exegesis, including
the civilizational approach. However, a significant challenge in
this field is the lack of precise definitions, theoretical
foundations, and systematic methodologies for such
approaches. Many exegetes unconsciously embed their
personal concerns into their interpretations without explicitly
identifying their exegetical framework or adhering to

Civilization Studies,
Quran and Society.

established principles, often resulting in innovative yet
unsystematic readings of Quranic verses. This study aims to
formalize the civilizational approach by first defining
Type of Article: "civilization" and then introducing its principles and
Research methodological foundations. Civilization, as conceptualized
here, is a structured, macro-level process that facilitates human
development and the flourishing of potentialities through the
growth of social relations. In parallel, the civilizational
approach to Quranic exegesis offers a comprehensive,
systemic, process-oriented, and human-centered framework
for engaging with the Quran. By emphasizing key principles —
such as the intrinsic relationship between the Quran and
civilization and the Quran’s dual dimensions as both a textual
guide and an active force—this approach seeks to transform
the Quran from a theoretical reference into a dynamic agent
that informs practical life and daily interactions.
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5. Object.
6. Discipline.
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Introduction

Islamic civilization today faces numerous challenges, each requiring answers and solutions. Although some answers
have been provided, it is essential that these responses be derived from the guiding idea of Islamic civilization, the
Quran, in order to establish a Quran-centered monotheistic civilization. Therefore, there is a need for a systematic
reading of the Quran that addresses civilizational issues and derives civilizational responses from it. Such a reading is
called a "civilizational reading” and can be classified as one of the interpretive approaches. However, a key issue in the
realm of interpretive approaches, including the civilizational approach, is the lack of a theoretical framework and
methodological mechanism. To ensure that the civilizational approach leads to an effective exegesis of the Quran and
responds to civilizational issues, it must first be introduced, and its foundations clarified, followed by the
development of its methodological steps in the future.

Methodology

In the civilizational approach, the knowledge of civilization is considered as the level of analysis, showing the
interpreter's perspective on the Quran. Therefore, the method of this research is to first explore the definitions of
civilization based on its theoretical framework, which is the knowledge of civilization, and to arrive at a
comprehensive definition of civilization. In the next step, based on the definition of civilization, the civilizational
approach is defined, reflecting the civilizational concerns of the interpreter. Finally, by studying the works of
interpreters who have had civilizational concerns and civilization scholars who have referred to the Quran as the text
or guiding idea of civilization, this research seeks to extract the assumptions, fundamental principles, or beliefs that
researchers have accepted in order to derive a civilizational understanding of the Quranic verses.

Findings

This study defines civilization as an organized process at a macro level that, with the growth of human relations,
creates a foundation for the flourishing of latent potentials. Based on the proposed definition, the civilizational
approach is a macro, organized, human-relations-oriented, process-based, and action-oriented approach. This
interpretive approach seeks to view and read the Quran not as a theoretical and doctrinal source but as an active agent

in the scene. Based on this definition and by studying exegetical and civilizational works, three distinct and specific
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foundations of the civilizational approach can be identified. The first foundation is that the goal of the Quran is to
establish a monotheistic path on Earth. It should be noted that among the various goals proposed for the revelation of
the Quran, the primary goal in the theoretical realm is ‘monotheism,” and in the practical realm, it is "the establishment
of a monotheistic path” on Earth, or the creation of a monotheistic civilization. These two goals are one and the same,
placed in two different realms. The second foundation is the existence of a relationship between the Quran and
civilization. The question of the civilizational approach is meaningless without understanding the relationship
between these two realms. In a general view of the relationship between the Quran and civilization, based on the
categories presented in the theory of the "comprehensiveness of the Quran,” a classification of thinkers in this field can
also be found. Thinkers who believe in the absolute comprehensiveness of the Quran or its guiding
comprehensiveness acknowledge a relationship between the Quran and civilization. Those who believe in the
minimal comprehensiveness of the Quran limit its scope to matters of the afterlife and, thus, do not see a relationship
between the Quran and civilization. This study, however, believes that the relationship between the Quran and
civilization is one of theory and practice, and Islamic civilization is one that brings the Quran’s theory closer to the
practice of civilization. In this view, the Quran is a phenomenon or event or text of civilization, and the goal is not to
change its level to a civilizational one through civilizational reading. Rather, in the civilizational reading, the latent
capacity of the Quran is actualized, and one of its levels of meaning is revealed. The third foundation is the dual nature
of the Quran, consisting of both textual and active aspects. On one level, the Quran is a source for understanding
religion and religious knowledge, and on another level, it is a source for changing human culture and civilization. In
the second realm, the Quran acts as an agent to change human relations and the culture of its time. It is important to
note that the Quran's natural aspect and its interaction with reality and its active role in society are not limited to the
reality of the time of revelation but are in relation to the present reality and engage in dialogue with it.

Conclusion

This research, concerned with the fact that the civilizational approach is not a well-defined and systematic approach
among interpretive approaches but rather a general and vague concern among interpreters, seeks to introduce this
approach and clarify its foundations. This way, in the future, this approach can be transformed into an effective
method for reading the Quran and bring us closer to the Quran's primary goal of realizing its teachings on Earth. Thus,
this paper, based on the definition of civilization, introduces the civilizational approach as one of the interpretive
approaches and clarifies its foundations. As a result, the framework of this interpretive approach is clarified, and its
distinction from other approaches is defined. In the civilizational approach, civilization is viewed as a perspective and
approach in studying the Quran, formed with the concern of realizing the Quran's ultimate goal on a macro level. This
article emphasizes three interpretive foundations that are specifically applicable in this approach. Other interpretive
foundations are explained in other approaches and do not need to be separately addressed in this one. These specific
foundations are as follows: first, "the goal of the Quran,” which in the civilizational reading is the establishment of the
monotheistic path on Earth and on a macro level; second, the existence of a relationship between the Quran and

civilization, emphasizing the necessity of understanding this relationship before offering a civilizational

Y



understanding of the Quran; and third, the emphasis on the Quran’s active role alongside its textual and doctrinal
aspects. Based on these three foundations, a new interpretive approach titled "Civilizational Approach in Quranic
Exegesis" can be defined. This approach, in addition to its definition and foundation, requires methodology, which
will be addressed in future research.

Keywords: Civilizational Approach, Civilizational Reading, Civilizational Exegesis, Foundations of Interpretation,

Civilization Studies, Quran.

Refrences

The Holy Quran (translated by M. Fooladvand).

Abll al-Fadl, M. (2005). Al-Ummah al-Qutb. Nahwa Tasil Manhdjl li-Mafhiim al-Ummah fI al-Isldm. Maktabat al-Shurilq al-
Dawliyya. [In Arabic]

AbU Zayd, N. H. (2001). The Meaning of the Text. A Study in Qur anic Sciences (translated by M. Karimi-Nia). Nashr-e Tarh-e No. [In
Persian]

A$f2_1, M. (1987). Haqq al- Am@n f1 al- Majdldt al- Mukhtalifah. Sixth Conference on Islamic Thought. [In Persian]

Asfa, M. (2006). Theoretical Foundations of Islamic Government. A Comparative Jurisprudential Study. Majma‘-e JahanI-ye Taqrib-e
Mazahib-e Islami, Cultural Deputy. [In Persian]

Ayazl, S. M. (2007). Interpretation of the Holy Quran Derived from the Works of Imam Khomeini.( ) . Mu’assasah-ye TanzIm wa Nashr-¢
Athar-e Imam Khomeini (RA), Mu’assasah-ye Chap wa Nashr-e ‘Arouj. [In Persian]

Baba’1, H. (2011). Civilization and Modernity in Contemporary Arab Thought.. Research Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture. [In
Persian]

-y

Baba’1, H. (2014a). Continuity in Islamic Civilization. An Examination of Marshall Hodgson s Theory. Naqd wa Nazar, 19(74),35-59. [In

Persian]

.

Baba’l, H. (2014b). Theoretical Explorations in Theology and Civilization. Islamic Propagation Office of Qom Seminary, Research
Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture. [In Persian]

Baba’l, H. (2020). Diversity and Civilization in Islamic Thought. Research Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture. [In Persian]
BahjatpUr, A. (2015). Evaluation of Scholars Views on the Elucidation of the Objectives of the Qur an. Qur an-Shend kht, 8(15), 111-130.

[In Persian]
Bahmani, M. R. (2019). From Lexicalization of Civilization to Civilizational Approach (translated by S. M. H. Salehl). Islamic
Propagation Office of Qom Seminary, Research Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture. [In Persian]

Bazargan, M. (1995). Afterlife and God- The Purpose of the Prophets Mission, 5(28),46-61. [In Persian]

Bichit, Robert. (2019). Indicators of Civilization (translated by Seyed Mohammad Hossein Salehi). Office of Islamic Propagation, Qom
Seminary, Research Institute for Islamic Culture and Thought. [In Persian]

Butl, M. S.R. (2003). Manhaj al- Had@rah al- Ins@niyah fI al- Quran. Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]

Fadlullah, S.M. H. (1998). Min Wahy al- Qurn. Dar al-Malak. [In Arabic]

Grunebaum, G. E. von. (1963). Unity and Diversity in Islamic Civilization (A. Aryanpl_lr, Trans.). Ma'rifat Bookstore. [In Persian]

Hadi, J. (1991). Al- Quran wa al- Hadharah. Risalat al- Quran, 1(5), 137-154.[In Arabic]

H&’er1 Yazdi, M. (n.d.). Wisdom and Governance with Responses to Critiques. Theories of Iran's Green Movement.

Hakim, S. M. B. (1997). Sciences of the Qur an. Al-Hadi Institute.[In Arabic]

Heydarl-Plir, ‘A. (2020 The Convergence of Religion and Civilization: The Foundation of Seyyed Hossein Nasr's Civilizational Concepts.
[In Persian]

Huntington, S. (1991). Political Order in Changing Societies (Salasi, M., Trans.). Nashr-e Elm. [In Persian]

WY

e
Is)
<
=
s
)
5
=
g
G
=
<
=
<
N



https://jpt.isca.ac.ir/article_39.html
https://jpt.isca.ac.ir/article_39.html
https://qoranshenakht.nashriyat.ir/node/163
https://qoranshenakht.nashriyat.ir/node/163
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/22688/%D8%A2%D8%AE%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D9%88-%D8%AE%D8%AF%D8%A7-%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AB%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%A7
https://www.noormags.ir/view/en/articlepage/3774/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87

Exploring the Civilizational Approach in Quranic Exegesis

o b
ol oled
s

VT gl

Huntington, S. (1995). The Clash of Civilizations (Amiri, V., Trans.). Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Printing and Publishing Institute. [In
Persian]

Ibn ‘Ashiir, M. (1999). Tafsir al- Tahrir wa al- Tanwir. Mu'assasat al-Tarlkh al-‘Arabl. [In Arabic]

Jacobson, N.P. (2019). The Issue of Civilization (translated by Seyed Mohammad Hossein Salehi). Islamic Propagation Office of Qom
Seminary, Research Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture. [In Persian]

Jafarl, M. T. (2009). Translation and Interpretation of Nahj al- Balagha. Mu'assasah-ye TadwIn wa Nashr-e Athdr-e ‘Allameh Ja‘farl. [In
Persian]

Jamall, M. (2020). Engineering Islamic Civilization from the Perspective of Seyed Munir al-Din Hosseini al- Hashimi (edited by H.
Baba’1). Research Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture. [In Persian]

Javadi Amoll, A. (2007). The Source of Thought( Collection of Qui- anic Articles) (edited by A. RahImIan). Esra. [In Persian]

Khalidl, S. ‘A.. (2000). Al-Manhaj al- Harakl {1 Zilal al- Qur’an. Dar ‘Amar. [In Arabic]

Ma'refat, M. H.; Khomeini, R.; Ayazi, S. M. A. (2007). Tafsir of the Holy Qur an Derived from Imam Khomeini s Works (Vol. 1). The
Institute for Compilation and Publication of Imam Khomeini's Works. [In Persian]

Mahmoudi, Z.; Rahman-Setayesh, M. K .; Babaei, H. (2022). The Role of Systemic Perspective in a Civilizational Reading of the Qur an and
Civilizational Formulation. Quranic Studies and Islamic Culture, 6(2), 109-136. https://doi.org/10.22034/isqs.2022.40654.1930 [In

Persian]

Makarem Shirazi, N. (1992). Tafsir-e Nemuneh. Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah. [In Persian]

Mazlish, B. (2019). The Origins and Importance of the Concept of Civilization (S. M. H. Salihi, Trans.). Islamic Propagation Office,
Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy. [In Persian]

Mirzaei, M. A. (2023). An Introduction to the Issue of * Civilizational Approach’ (Bahmani, M. R.; Molaei Arani, M., Eds.). Islamic
Sciences and Culture Research Institute. [In Persian]

Nabatiyan, M. E. (2017). The Network of Wilaya: A Design for the Qur’anic Society from the Perspective of Ayatollah Mohammad Mahdi
Asifi. Quarterly Journal of Political Science, 20(77), 1-29. https://doi.org/10.22081/PSQ.2017.63770 [In Persian]

Naeimian, Z. (2011). Critical Thinking in Contemporary Arab Thought (Babai, H., Ed.). Islamic Sciences and Culture Research Institute.
[In Persian]

Nasr, S. H. (1995). The Clash of Civilizations and the Reconstruction of the Future of Humanity (Amiri, V., Trans.). Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Printing and Publishing Institute. [In Persian]

Nasr, S. H. (2003). Ideals and Realities of Islam (Rahmati, I., Trans.). Jami Publishing. [In Persian]

Nasr, S. H. (2007). Knowledge and the Sacred (Vol. 2). Mehr Niyusha. [In Persian]

Niebuhr, H. R. (2022). Christ and Culture (Badreh, M.; Golmoradi, R., Trans.). Islamic Sciences and Culture Research Institute. [In Persian]

Norouzi Firooz, R. (2015). Civilization as a Level of Analysis. Naqd va Nazar, 20(80), 101-131. [In Persian]

Norouzi Firooz, R. (2020). Social Theology and Islamic Civilization (Examining Fethullah Giilen s Views on Islamic Civilization) (Babai,
H., Ed.). Islamic Sciences and Culture Research Institute. [In Persian]

Norouzi Firooz, R.; Khatami-Nia, F. (2020). Language and the Civilizational Scope of the Islamic World. Islamic Policy Studies, 8(17),
199-224. [In Persian]

Pakatchl, A. (2021). Methodology of Linking the Conceptual System of the Quran and Modern Sciences. Imam Sadiq University. [In
Persian]

Q&’imi-Niya, ‘A.. (2010). The Biology of the Text. Semiotics and Quranic Interpretation. Research Institute of Culture and Islamic
Thought. [In Persian]

Qasiml, M.. (2013). A Glimpse at the Customs and Traditions of the Jahiliyya Era from the Perspective of the Qur an and History. Habl al-
Matin, 2(3 & 4), 74-92. [In Persian]

Rahdar, A. (2023). What Is the Civilizational Approach and Its Application to the Discourse of Resistance (M. R. BahmanI & M. M. Arani,

Eds.). Research Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture. [In Persian]

O


Mahmoudi,%20Z.;%20Rahman-Setayesh,%20M.%20K.;%20Babaei,%20H.%20(2022).%20The%20Role%20of%20Systemic%20Perspective%20in%20a%20Civilizational%20Reading%20of%20the%20Qur’an%20and%20Civilizational%20Formulation.%20Quranic%20Studies%20and%20Islamic%20Culture,%206(2),%20109-136.%20https:/doi.org/10.22034/isqs.2022.40654.1930%20%5bIn%20Persian%5d
Mahmoudi,%20Z.;%20Rahman-Setayesh,%20M.%20K.;%20Babaei,%20H.%20(2022).%20The%20Role%20of%20Systemic%20Perspective%20in%20a%20Civilizational%20Reading%20of%20the%20Qur’an%20and%20Civilizational%20Formulation.%20Quranic%20Studies%20and%20Islamic%20Culture,%206(2),%20109-136.%20https:/doi.org/10.22034/isqs.2022.40654.1930%20%5bIn%20Persian%5d
Mahmoudi,%20Z.;%20Rahman-Setayesh,%20M.%20K.;%20Babaei,%20H.%20(2022).%20The%20Role%20of%20Systemic%20Perspective%20in%20a%20Civilizational%20Reading%20of%20the%20Qur’an%20and%20Civilizational%20Formulation.%20Quranic%20Studies%20and%20Islamic%20Culture,%206(2),%20109-136.%20https:/doi.org/10.22034/isqs.2022.40654.1930%20%5bIn%20Persian%5d
https://psq.bou.ac.ir/article_63770.html
https://psq.bou.ac.ir/article_63770.html
https://jpt.isca.ac.ir/article_20613.html
https://ipr.isri.ac.ir/article_119084.html
https://ipr.isri.ac.ir/article_119084.html
http://ensani.ir/file/download/article/20160306144557-10029-101.pdf
http://ensani.ir/file/download/article/20160306144557-10029-101.pdf

Rashld Rida, M.. (1994). Tafsir al- Qurn al- Hakim al- Mashhlir bi- Tafsir al- Maindr. Dar al-Ma'rifa. [In Arabic] v, ”"/’
Roy, O.(2022). Sacred Ignorance. The Time of Religion Without Culture (A.Naserl & S. Tabataba’1, Trans.). Morvarid Publications. [In 4 v j‘/v .‘/'
Persian] o

Safarl, ‘A. (2014). Examining and Critiquing the Foundations and Methods of Alldmah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Fadlulldh in Tafsir

Min Wahy al- Quran [Doctoral dissertation, Tarbiat Modares University]. Iranian Scientific Information Database (Ganj). [In Persian]

Sakalsajl, A. (2019). Civilization and Its Sources (S. M. H. Salihi, Trans.). Islamic Propagation Office of the Seminary of Qom, Research
Institute of Islamic Sciences and Culture. [In Persian]

Sarlikhanl, B. (1997). Da’irat al- Ma arif-i Uliim-i Ijtim@ T (Vol. 1). Keyhan. [In Persian]

Sayyid Qutb, I. H. S. (2004). Fi Zildl al- Qur an. Dar al-Shurtiq. [In Arabic]

Shakir, M. K.. (2003). Mabani wa Rawd sh-i Tafsirl. International Center for Islamic Studies. [In Persian]

Sharlf al-Radl, M. b. H.. (1994). Nahj al- Baldgha (S. Salih, Ed.). Hijrat. [In Arabic]

Soroush, A. (1996). Ideology and Secular Religion. Kiyan, 7(31), 2-11. [In Persian]

Suyuty,J. ‘A.(1974). Al-Itqdn fl Ultim al- Quran. Al-Hay’a al-MiSriyya al-Amma lil-Kitab. [In Arabic]

Tabataba’l,S. M. H. (1970). Al-Mizan fI Tafsir al- Quran. Mu'assasat al-A‘lam1 lil-Matbii‘at. [In Arabic]

E
Is)
<
=
s
)
5
=
g
G
=
g
=
<
N

Tayyib-Husaynl, S. M. (2010). Exegesis. Trends and Methods of Tafsir, Encyclopaedia of the Qurn. Center for Quranic Culture and
Knowledge. [In Persian]

Vaezi, A.(2018). Theory of Text Interpretation. Research Institute of Hawza and University. [In Persian]

Vasei, S. A. (2020). The Possibility of Islamic Civilization in the Contemporary World. A Look at Foundations and Capacities ( Babai, H.,
Ed). Islamic Sciences and Culture Research Institute. [In Persian]

Yukichi, F. (2000). The Theory of Civilization (Pahlavan, C., Trans.). Nashr-e Giv. [In Persian]

Zarkashl, M.b.B. (1957). Al-Burh@n fi Ultim al-Qur'an. Dar Thya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyya. [In Arabic]

Zarqanl, M. ‘A. (n.d.). Mandhil al- Trf@n fI Ultim al- Qur’an. Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabl. [In Arabic]

How to cite:
Mahmudi, Z. and Babaei, H. (2025). Exploring the Civilizational Approach in Quranic Exegesis. Quran, Culture
And Civilization,5 (4),95 -116.doi: 10.22034/jks1.2024.463926.1366

\AV4



https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/search?basicscope=1&keywords=%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C%20%D9%88%20%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF%20%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%20%D9%88%20%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4%20%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87%20%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%AD%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/search?basicscope=1&keywords=%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C%20%D9%88%20%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF%20%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%20%D9%88%20%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4%20%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87%20%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF%D8%AD%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86
http://ensani.ir/fa/article/22750/%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AF%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84%D9%88%DA%98%DB%8C-%D9%88-%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AF%D9%86%DB%8C%D9%88%DB%8C

Journal of Quran Culture And Civilization o -’
VOL 5 NO 4, January 2025, Page 117-134 Journal homepage: https://qcc.quran.ac.ir/ v :‘,» o 4
ISSN 2783-3356 o A

Aesthetic Function of the Attributes "Ahad" and "Samad" in the Quran: A
Structuralist and Statistical Stylistic Analysis

Ahmad Arefi® 12 Habibollah Yazdani 2

1. PhD Candidate, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Persian Literature and Foreign Languages, Allameh Tabataba'i
University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author).
2. Senior Instructor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Imam Muhammad ibn Bagir (A) Campus, Farhangian University, Bojnourd,

Iran.

Corresponding Email: ahmad.arefi@yahoo.com

dai  1tps.//doi.ore/10.22034/ksl.2024.457566.1351

Article History: Abstract: In the Quran, the attributes "Ahad" and "Samad" are
Received: 2024-05-21 endowed with a distinct aesthetic structure, which reflects
Revised.2024-09-06 their significance within the frameworks of substitution and
Accepted: 2024-09-21 combination. These attributes underscore the absolute oneness
Online First: 2025-01-01 and self-sufficiency of Allah, while simultaneously

highlighting the dependence of all creation on Him. This study
Keywords employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, incorporating
Aesthetic Function, structuralism and statistical stylistics, with a focus on
Structuralism, Saussurean theory, to explore the aesthetic implications of the
Statistical Stylistics, attributes "Ahad" and "Samad" in the Quran. The attribute
Quranic Exegesis, "Ahad" appears 73 times in the Quran, but is used solely once
"Ahad" & "Samad". as an attribute of Allah in the first verse of Surah Al-Ikhlas,

where it is presented in a nominal, affirmative sentence
structure. Here, it functions rhetorically to emphasize Allah's

Type of Article: uniqueness, remaining ineffable and distinct from all other

Research entities. In contrast, "Samad" is used only once in the Quran, in
the second verse of Surah Al-Ikhlas. This term is also
employed as an attribute of Allah, placed within a nominal,
affirmative sentence structure, accompanied by the definite
article and the restrictive particle, thereby asserting the
existence of a singular, eternal, and self-sufficient being—
Allah. The representation of these concepts, derived from the
attributes "Ahad" and "Samad," is examined through the lens
of structuralism, focusing on the axes of substitution and
combination as outlined by Saussure. The interplay of these
attributes, particularly in their collocation with the terms "He"
and "Allah," and the repetition of "Allah," serves to reinforce
their interdependence, highlighting the mutual validation of
these attributes in affirming Allah's oneness through His self-
sufficiency. Furthermore, the attribute "Samad" not only
asserts Allah's perpetual self-sufficiency but also strengthens
the notion of His eternal oneness.
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Introduction
Structuralism is an aesthetic approach that focuses on the relationships between words and sentences and the harmony
between them. Critics trace the roots of structuralism to Saussure, who referred to two axes, substitution and
combination, in the context of language, and emphasized structure as a whole. Stylistics is a branch of modern
rhetoric based on aesthetics and norm-breaking, which examines an author’s writing style. By analyzing a style, the
goal is to understand the author’s mind, thoughts, and soul through the examination of structure. Statistical stylistics is
atype of stylistics. Bozeman was the first to propose it for statistical analysis to achieve quality. "Ahad” is an aesthetic
adjective referring to the eternal and unique oneness of God, beyond time and space, making it impossible to specify
before and after. "Samad" is also an adjective referring to God's self-sufficiency, with all creatures in need of Him.
Methodology
This research focuses on the aesthetic application of the two attributes "Ahad” and "Samad,” which are unique qualities
of God and play a prominent role in introducing God in the Quran, making the necessity of this research clear. The
significance of this study lies in the fact that by examining the aesthetic application of these two attributes, we
encounter a form of Quranic miracle, and its order and beauty are proven. This research, using a descriptive-
analytical method, structuralism approach, and statistical stylistics, aims to explore the aesthetics of the two attributes
"Ahad" and "Samad” in the Quran to answer the following two questions:

1. How is the aesthetic application of the two attributes Ahad and Samad in the Quran explained?

2. Whatis the relationship between the results obtained from structuralism and statistical stylistics?
Findings
The attribute "Ahad" appears 73 times in the Quran, but only once as an attribute of God in the first verse of Surah Al-
Ikhlas, in a positive context, in a nominal sentence, and in a rhetorical position as indefinite, in line with its singular
occurrence in the Quran. It is used to affirm God's oneness, in a continuous and permanent sense, through His

separation from all creatures in His unity and the denial of any partners.
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The attribute "Samad” is used only once in the Quran, also as an attribute of God in the second verse of Surah Al-
Ikhlas, in a positive structure, in a nominal sentence, and in a rhetorical position with the definite article "Al,"
indicating exclusivity. It refers to God's eternal self-sufficiency, while all creatures are in need of Him. This usage, in
line with its singular occurrence in the Quran, affirms God's permanent self-sufficiency and His oneness, and it has a
deep connection with the word "Ahad."

In Saussure’s axes of substitution and combination, it was shown that the attribute "Ahad” is used alongside "He" and
"Allah” instead of "Wahid" to affirm God's oneness, not through numbers, nor by imagining multiple gods, but by
indicating God's eternal and unchanging nature. The use of the word "Samad” instead of "Qawi" or other synonyms
alongside "Allah’ is due to the fact that "Samad" implies both God's eternal self-sufficiency and His eternal oneness,
while synonyms like "Ghani” only refer to God's self-sufficiency without implying His oneness. Thus, "Samad" has a
profound connection with the words "Allah,” "Ahad,” and "He," emphasizing both God's oneness and His self-
sufficiency. In contrast, words like "Ghani” do not imply God's oneness and thus do not fit in this context. This is why
these two attributes are mentioned together in a Meccan surah, as one of the characteristics of Meccan surahs is to
affirm the fundamental principles of Islam, such as monotheism, prophethood, and resurrection, which are beyond the
scope of structuralism but emphasize the results of structuralism and statistical stylistics in affirming God's eternal
oneness.

Conclusion

The two attributes "Ahad" and "Samad,” as attributes of God, are used only once in the Quran in a rhetorical position in
a positive sentence structure, emphasizing God's separation in His unity and self-sufficiency from all creatures.
In Saussure's axes of substitution and combination, the attribute "Ahad"” is used alongside "He" and "Allah” instead of
"Wahid" to affirm God's oneness by indicating His eternal and unchanging nature. The use of "Samad” instead of
"Qawi" or other synonyms alongside "Allah” is because "Samad” implies both God's eternal self-sufficiency and His
eternal oneness, while synonyms like "Ghani" only refer to self-sufficiency without indicating oneness. Therefore,
"Samad" is deeply connected with the words "Allah,” "Ahad,” and "He," emphasizing God's eternal oneness and self-
sufficiency.

Keywords: Aesthetics; Structuralism; Statistical Stylistics; Quran; Ahad and Samad.
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