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Introduction

Surah An-Nasr begins with a distinct grammatical structure, comprising the conditional particle 'idha’ (when), the
condition 'ja’a nasrullahi wal-fath' (the victory oftAllah and.the conquest comes), and the apodosis (consequence)
'fasabbih bihamdi rabbika wastaghfirhu' (then exalt [Him] with praise of your Lord and ask forgiveness of Him),
which is initiated by the consequential ‘fa'. The fundamental issue in understanding this Surah is the apparent
asymmetry between the glad tidings of Islam's\ greatest socio-political victory (the Conquest of Mecca) and the
devotional response requested of the Prophet (PBUH). Conventionally, great victories are met with celebration and
joy, yet here, the command is to engage in glorification (tasbih), praise (hamd), and seeking forgiveness (istighfar).
Each of the previous exegetical readings has been an attempt to find this "missing semantic link" between the condition
and its consequence. The,central question of this research is: can this conceptual relationship be interpreted beyond a
mere ethical recommendation or a personal notice of the Prophet's approaching demise, and instead be seen as a
"‘comprehensive and strategic directive” for the post-victory stage and the transition to the era of the Ummah's (the
Muslim community's) responsibility? This paper aims to critically review existing readings and present a novel,

civilizational explanation of this relationship.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative approach using a descriptive—-analytical and critical method. Data was collected
through library research, with a meticulous study of major Shia and Sunni exegetical sources. The research process
began by identifying and describing the four main and common readings among exegetes regarding the relationship
between the condition and the consequence in Surah An-Nasr. These include: the reading of the end of the prophetic

mission and preparation for meeting God (liga'ullah); the ethical-educational reading; the reading of prioritizing
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spiritual values; and the reading of two horizons for the fulfillment of the condition. Subsequently, through the content
analysis of exegetical and narrative texts, these views were conceptually evaluated and critiqued to highlight the gap
in their strategic analysis. Finally, by relying on contemplation (tadabbur) of the Quranic verses, paying attention to
the Surah's context (siyaq), and conducting a detailed analysis of concepts such as tasbih, hamd, and particularly
istighfar within a social and civilizational framework (with reference to other verses, such as those in Surah Hud), the

fifth reading—the study's preferred view—was systematically formulated and substantiated.

Findings

The research findings indicate that previous readings, while containing aspects .of the.truth, are insufficient to fully
explain the strategic relationship between the condition and the consequence. The most famous reading, which
considers the Surah merely a prophecy of the Prophet's (PBUH) death, overlooks its social dimensions. Similarly,
ethical readings are reductionist and fail to fully accommodate the profound significance of the "conquest” (fath).
The paper's preferred view (the fifth reading) posits that Surah An-Nasr is, in fact,a 'declaration of the transition from
the stage of prophethood to the beginning of the Ummah's responsibility.." In this approach, the condition (victory and
conquest) is not the end of the mission but the beginning of the heavy responsibility of consolidating and spreading
the faith. The consequence (tasbih, hamd, istighfar) constitutes God's threefold strategy to prepare the Ummah to
accept this civilizational responsibility.

Within this intellectual framework, ‘tasbih’ signifies themnegation of any form of polytheism (shirk) in attributing the
causes of victory and the purification of the government's objectives. It aligns the Ummah's creed with monotheism
(Tawhid) to shield it from the affliction of arrogance arising from power. 'Hamd' represents practical gratitude for the
blessing of establishing divine sovereignty. However, the most challenging and pivotal concept is ‘istighfar’ at a time
of victory. The findings show that istighfar here does not mean seeking forgiveness for personal sins but rather
functions as a "strategic cleansing operation, a request for greater perfection, and a civilizational groundwork”. Just as
in otherwerses (e.g., Surah Hud, 1 1:3, 52) where istighfar is presented as a catalyst for divine blessings and societal
empowerment, in Surah An-Nasr, it is a multi-dimensional purification of society for a sound entry into the new stage
of responsibilities. The revelation of Surah An-Nasr serves as a directive to prevent post-victory afflictions such as
worldliness, pride, and deviation from the righteous path. Through this threefold command, God delineates the
strategy for the survival of the religious community and the prerequisites for the continuation of its civilizational

movement after sovereignty is established.

Conclusion

The analytical study of Surah An-Nasr and the examination of the relationship between its condition and consequence
prove that this Surah is more than a simple tiding of victory or a personal statement on the end of the Prophet's life. In
reality, Surah An-Nasr is a "comprehensive and strategic plan for managing the stage following the establishment of

divine sovereignty." The greatest victories, rather than being the endpoint of efforts, mark the beginning of the greatest



responsibilities for the Islamic Ummah. The survival of the religious community and the continuation of its successes
are contingent upon continuous purification (strategic istighfar) and ceaseless movement along the path of divine
lordship (tasbih and hamd). This novel reading offers a civilization-building perspective on the Quranic verses,
demonstrating that the Quran's strategy for an era of authority and conquest is to immunize society by deepening

monotheism and continuously refining human capacities.

Keywords
Surah An-Nasr, Istighfar (seeking forgiveness), Completion of Religion, Ummah's Responsibility, Civilizational

Groundwork.
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