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Received: 2024-12-10 related to the personal life of the Prophet (PBUH), which have
Revised.2025-01-11 led to various judgments about him and have been exploited
Accepted: 2025-01-13 by critics of Islam. Additionally, some detractors consider the
Online First: 2025-06-02 Qur'an to be incoherent and disjointed, citing the apparent

diversity and fragmentation of topics in this siirah as evidence.
Keywords Despite several studies on Sarat al-Ahzab, it has not yet been
Qur’an, examined through the lens of discourse analysis—a modern
Strrat al-Ahzab, linguistic approach to textual analysis. This study
discourse analysis, hypothesizes that the sarah’s numerous socio-political
Laclau and Mouffe, statements revolve around a single discursive core. Drawing
nodal point. on select components of Laclau and Mouffe’s theory —which

expands discourse from philosophy and culture into the
realms of society and politics—this research aims to explain

Type of Article: the nature of discursive antagonism in Sarat al-Ahzab.

Research Findings show that two opposing discourses were at play
during the revelation of this sarah. The hypocrites and the
weak-hearted constructed a discourse of ignorance and
opposition, centered on the notion of hereditary prophethood
and support for the Prophet’s adopted son as his successor.
This discourse was reinforced by several associated nodal
points. In response, the discourse of faith—backed by God, the
Prophet (PBUH), and sincere believers—defended the
Prophet’s divine mission and role as the Seal of the Prophets,
denying any hereditary or elective succession. In doing so, it
preserved its hegemonic position and advanced this claim as
its central nodal point.
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Introduction

Stirat al-Ahzab addresses a wide range of issues, including rulings on adoption, the Battle of the
Confederates, the campaign against Banti Qurayzah, the Prophet’s (s) marital life and his wives,
the admonition of the Prophet’s wives, the divorce of his adopted son’s wife and the Prophet’s
marriage to her, the verse of purification (ayat al-tathir), threats against the hypocrites and
disbelievers, and other matters. The diversity of topics has led some to perceive the siirah as
lacking thematic coherence. Critics have, based on such diversity, described the Qur’an as a
disorganized text. Furthermore, the verse concerning the Prophet’s marriage to his adopted son’s
former wife has triggered negative judgments about the Prophet’s character.

However, given the contextual and situational coherence of Qur’anic discourse, Strat al-Ahzab,
like other siirahs, possesses a central communicative purpose. This study argues that by
employing components of Laclau and Mouffe’s political discourse theory, particularly in relation
to antagonism and discursive conflict, this coherence and purpose can be identified and
demonstrated.

Methodology

This research is based on a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on library sources. Drawing
upon select components of Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory-including discursive
antagonism, floating signifiers (dal-s), nodal points (dal markazi), and hegemonization strategies-
we analyze the verses of Siirat al-Ahzab accordingly. In addition to tafsir literature, we also
examine hadith reports, which illuminate the situational contexts of many verses.

Findings

The content of Siirat al-Ahzab reveals that two conflicting discourses confronted one another at
the time of its revelation. The discourse of Tman (faith) was supported by God, the Prophet, and
the true believers. Key features of this discourse included unwavering belief in divine promises
and sincerity in faith. Its central signifiers were belief in the divine nature of the Prophet’s
mission, the special status of the Prophet’s family, and the finality of prophethood-khatam al-
nabiyyin-which functions as the nodal point of this discourse.

In contrast, a competing discourse of ignorance and hypocrisy (jahl wa nifaq) emerged, W
represented by hypocrites and those whom the Qur’an describes as having diseased hearts. The | = e
signifiers of this discourse included: doubt and unstable belief, the diminishing of the Prophet’s
divine status, and portraying succession to the Prophet as hereditary. The latter functioned as the

@ authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. Licensee University of Quranic Studies and Sciences this
article an open access article distributed under the term and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
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nodal point of the anti-Prophetic discourse. This analysis is supported by both the Qur’anic text
and relevant traditions.

The stirah presents both the antagonistic actions of the nifaq discourse and the hegemonizing ,
strategies of the Tman discourse. Drawing on Laclau and Mouffe’s framework, we identify several

hegemonization methods used in the siirah: fé‘}
*Exposing the hypocritical nature of the opposing discourse, ’5'
*Emphasizing the Prophet’s position as God’s messenger and last prophet, = t:‘(
*Recasting political actors: the Prophet is not the father of any man, but the Messenger and the é” “‘o&
Seal of the Prophets; his wives are mothers of the believers; Zayd is not the Prophet’s son, % *ﬁ
*Employing “accessibility strategies” to explain complex issues, QE “*‘:L
*Using “credibility strategies” to establish truth through tangible examples, such as the fulfillment 3 \&
- - - - > »{"é
of divine promises in the Battle of the Confederates. £ \
wn X

Conclusion

Discourse analysis of Sirat al-Ahzab through the lens of Laclau and Mouffe’s theoretical
framework reveals a coherent structure with a unified nodal point. While the siirah appears, at first
glance, to contain disparate themes, discursive analysis demonstrates that all its components serve
a singular purpose.

The discourse of ignorance and hypocrisy sought to reinterpret prophethood as a human
institution, invoking pre-Islamic traditions that enabled succession through hereditary means-
particularly the adoption of Zayd as the Prophet’s heir. Since the Prophet had no biological sons,
this view cast Zayd as a potential successor.

Stirat al-Ahzab counters this narrative through strategic hegemonization, clarifying the Prophet’s
status as the final messenger of God and negating the possibility of hereditary prophethood. The
central meaning of the strah thus lies in affirming the Prophet’s khatamiyyah (finality of
prophethood) and the non-hereditary, divine basis of succession.

Keywords

Qur’an, Surat al-Ahzab, Discourse Analysis, Laclau and Mouffe, Nodal Point.

Ethical Considerations

Compliance with research ethics. The authors observed the ethical principles in conducting and
publishing this scholarly research, and this is confirmed by all of them.

Conflict of interest

The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest.

Funding statement

The authors declare that no funds, grants, or other support were received during the preparation of
this manuscript.

Y




The Discursive Antagonism in SUrat al-Ahzab: A Study Based on Selected Components of Laclau and Mouffe's Theory

VOL6

NO2

2025

Refrences

The Qur’an. [In Arabic]

‘Akashah, M. (2005). al-Tahlil al-Lughawi fi Daw’ ‘Ilm al-Dalalah. University Publishing. [In Arabic]

Armin, M. (2021). “Interpretation of Q 33:37 Based on a Critical Review of Historical Reports.” Qur’an
Interpretation and Language Studies, 9(2), 175-199. https://doi.org/10.30473/quran.2021.8205 [In Persian]

Darwazah, M. ‘. (2000). al-Tafsir al-Hadith. Dar al-Gharb al-Islami. [In Arabic]

Dehghani Firtabadi, S. J., & ‘Ata’1, M. (2014). “The Core Discourse of Iran's Eleventh Administration.” Strategic
Studies, 17(1), 87-120. [In Persian]

Farra’, Y. b. Z. (1980). Ma ‘ant al-Qur’an. Egyptian General Book Organization. [In Arabic]

Goldziher, 1. (1995). Madhahib al-Tafsir al-Islami. Maktabat al-Khanji. [In Arabic]

Giladi, A. (2002). “Family of the Prophet.” Encyclopedia of the Qur’an, vol. 2. Brill.

Gorke, A. (2023). “The Story of Muhammad and Zaynab bint Jahsh in Historical and Exegetical Sources: Origins and

Developments.” Sirah Studies of the Ahl al-Bayt, 9(16), 5-34. [In Persian]
Hasani Husaynabadi, H., et al. (2021). “Phonosemantic Analysis of Strat al-Ahzab.” Meshkat, 40(1), 4-25. [In
Persian]

Hokmabadi, H.-A., Ra’1siyan, G., & Esma‘1lizadeh, ‘A. (2019). “A Reasoned Discovery of the Structure and Purpose
of Sarat al-Ahzab.” Ketab-e Qayyim, 9(21), 7—38. [In Persian]

Hotz, S. (2002). Mohammed und seine Lehre. Peter Lang. [In German]

Husaynizadeh, M.-"A. (2004). “Discourse Theory and Political Analysis.” Political Sciences Quarterly, 7(28), 99—
120. [In Persian

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Y. b. ‘A. (1991). al-Isti ‘ab. Dar al-Jil. [In Arabic]

Ibn ‘Ashiir, M. T. (1999). al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir. Mu’assasat al-Tarikh al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]

Ibn Abi Hatim, ‘A. b. M. (1999). Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim. Maktabat Nizar Mustafa al-Baz. [In Arabic]

Ibn Hisham, ‘A. al-M. (n.d.). al-Sirah a/-Nabawiyyah. Dar al-Ma ‘rifah. [In Arabic]

Ibn Manziir, M. b. M. (1993). Lisan al- ‘Arab. Dar Sadir. [In Arabic]

Ibn Sa‘d, M. (n.d.). al-Tabagat al-Kubra. Dar Sadir. [In Arabic]

Kasarayi, M.-S., & Piizesh Shirazi, ‘A. (2009). “Laclau and Mouffe's Discourse Theory as a Tool in Understanding
Political Phenomena.” Politics Quarterly, 39(3), 339-360. [In Persian]

Khatib, ‘A.-K. (2003). al-Tafsir al-Qur ani li-1-Qur an. Dar al-Fikr al-*Arabi. [In Arabic]

Jorgensen, M., & Phillips, L. (2008). Discourse Analysis: Theory and Method (trans. Hadi Jalili). Nashr-e Ney. [In
Persian]

Laclau, E. (1994). The Making of Political Identities. Verso.

Laclau, E., & Mouffe, C. (1990). New Reflections on the Revolution of Our Time. Verso.

Laclau, E., & Mouffe, C. (1990). Hegemony and Socialist Strategy. Verso.

Makaram Shirazi, N. (1992). Tafsir-i Namineh. Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah. [In Persian]

Marsh, D., & Stoker, G. (1999). Theory and Methods in Political Science (trans. Amir Mohammad Haji-YusefT).
Strategic Research Institute. [In Persian]

Moggaddami, M.-T. (2011). “Laclau and Mouffe’s Discourse Theory and Its Critique.” Cultural and Social
Knowledge Journal, 2(3), 91-124. [In Persian]

Mugatil b. Sulayman (2002). al-Tafsir. Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]

Nasirian, Y. (1994). “A Study on the Adoption of Zayd b. Harithah.” Articles and Reviews, 0(57-58), 51-69. [In
Persian]

Y


Armin,%20M.%20(2021).%20“Interpretation%20of%20Q%2033:37%20Based%20on%20a%20Critical%20Review%20of%20Historical%20Reports.”%20Qur’an%20Interpretation%20and%20Language%20Studies,%209(2),%20175–199.
Armin,%20M.%20(2021).%20“Interpretation%20of%20Q%2033:37%20Based%20on%20a%20Critical%20Review%20of%20Historical%20Reports.”%20Qur’an%20Interpretation%20and%20Language%20Studies,%209(2),%20175–199.
https://doi.org/10.30473/quran.2021.8205
https://quarterly.risstudies.org/article_6246.html?lang=fa
https://quarterly.risstudies.org/article_6246.html?lang=fa
https://sirepajouhi.isca.ac.ir/article_75576.html
https://sirepajouhi.isca.ac.ir/article_75576.html
https://mishkat.islamic-rf.ir/article_140860.html?lang=fa
https://mishkat.islamic-rf.ir/article_140860.html?lang=fa
https://kq.meybod.ac.ir/article_1745.html?lang=fa
https://kq.meybod.ac.ir/article_1745.html?lang=fa
https://sid.ir/paper/440313/fa
https://sid.ir/paper/440313/fa
https://jpq.ut.ac.ir/article_20194.html?lang=fa
https://jpq.ut.ac.ir/article_20194.html?lang=fa
https://marefatefarhangi.nashriyat.ir/node/71
https://marefatefarhangi.nashriyat.ir/node/71
https://www.gisoom.com/book/11276292/%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87-%D9%88-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%DA%AF%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86/
https://www.gisoom.com/book/11276292/%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%87-%D9%88-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%84-%DA%AF%D9%81%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86/

Qadit ‘Iyad, I. M. (1984). al-Shifa’ bi-Ta rif Hugiiq al-Mustafa (ed. Muhammad al-Bughawi). Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabf.
[In Arabic]

Qurashi, ‘A. A. (1996). Tafsir-i Ahsan al-Hadith. Ba‘that Foundation. [In Persian]

Salmanzadeh, J., & Niira'1, M. (2023). “Using the First Context to Discover the Purpose of the Stirah: A Case Stud

of Sarat al-Ahzab.” Tafsirpazhihi, 10(19), 315-337. https://doi.org/10.22049/quran.2023.14614 [In Persian]
Saber Mila'1, M., Diyari Bidgolt, M.-T., & Shahroudi, M.-R. (2023). “A Historical Explanation of the Social Role of
the Prophet’s Wives.” Historical Studies in Quran and Hadith, 29(74), 157-181. [In Persian]
Sadiqi Tehrant, M. (1986). al-Furqan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an wa al-Sunnah. Farhang-e Islami. [In Arabic]
Suyiti, ‘A. b. A. B. (1984). al-Durr al-Manthar fi al-Tafsir bi-1-Ma thiir. Mar ‘ashi Najafi Library. [In Arabic]
Suyiti, ‘A. b. A. B. (2001). al-ltgan fi ‘Uliam al-Qur’an. Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]
Tabataba’i, S. M. H. (1970). al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur an. Mu’assasat al-A ‘lami. [In Arabic]
Tabari, M. b. J. (1992). Jami ‘ al-Bayan fi Tafsir Ay al-Qur an. Dar al-Ma‘rifah. [In Arabic]
Tabarsi, F. b. H. (1993). Majma * al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. Mu’assasat al-A ‘lami. [In Arabic]
Tasi, M. b. al-H. (n.d.). al-Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. Dar IThya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]
Zamakhshari, M. b. ‘U. (1987). al-Kashshaf (ed. Mustafa Husayn Ahmad). Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arab. [In Arabic]

How to cite:
Sadeghi ., Sayyed Jafar. (2025). The Discursive Antagonism in Sarat al-Ahzab: A Study Based on
Selected Components of Laclau and Mouffe’s Theory. Quran, Culture And Civilization , 6 (2), 47-64.
http/ /doi.org/ 10.22034/jksl.2025.493335.1418

A

ey

o —
£
on
Q
]
3
0
=
&
s
—_
]
o
~
=
0



Salmanzādeh,%20J.,%20&%20Nūrāʾī,%20M.%20(2023).%20“Using%20the%20First%20Context%20to%20Discover%20the%20Purpose%20of%20the%20Sūrah:%20A%20Case%20Study%20of%20Sūrat%20al-Aḥzāb.”%20Tafsīrpazhūhī,%2010(19),%20315–337
Salmanzādeh,%20J.,%20&%20Nūrāʾī,%20M.%20(2023).%20“Using%20the%20First%20Context%20to%20Discover%20the%20Purpose%20of%20the%20Sūrah:%20A%20Case%20Study%20of%20Sūrat%20al-Aḥzāb.”%20Tafsīrpazhūhī,%2010(19),%20315–337
https://doi.org/10.22049/quran.2023.14614
https://journals.iau.ir/article_703963.html?lang=en
https://journals.iau.ir/article_703963.html?lang=en

